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LOCAL AREA PLANNING

Locdl areaplanningisaprocessof planning that isconcerned withresolving loca
level problemsand issues. Itsprioritiesinclude over al welfare of the peopleand
development of thelocal area. Maintenance of social servicesand amenities,
promotion inthequality and quantity of local productsand servicesand keeping
surroundingsand local environment clean and green are some of its continuous
concerns. Intermsof size, itisthesmallest planning unit with referenceto people
and places. A planning whichiscarried out through peopl €' s participation turns
out to beadream of real situation reflecting continuous growth and devel opment
inthelocal area. Youwill learnin more detail s about meaning and concepts of
local areaplanning, different approachesof loca areaplanning adopted inIndia’s
FiveYear Plansand afew successstoriesof local areaplanning efforts.

: /4 |OBJECTIVES

After studying thislesson, youwill beableto:

e recdl thetermslikeloca areaplanning, ecologica and socio-economicbasis
of devel opment;

e explainhow planning helpsin using resourcesto meet thelocal needs;

e comparedifferent approachesand their objectiveswhich have evolved to
undertakeloca areadevelopment over thedifferent Five Year Plans;

e identify onamap different planning areasin Indiaand their unique needs,

e explainusing mapshow ecology, environment and resource utilisation are
related to each other and managed for local areaplanning.

30.1 CONCEPT OF LOCAL AREA AND PLANNING

Inorder to understand the conceptsand approachesrelated to local areaplanning,
we need to understand thetermsthat constitute the entireidea. Theterm local
areaisused varioudly in ecology, economy and society. Itisasite specificissue,
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commodity or community. Intermsof attributes, local areaisbothaphysica as
well asculturd attributelikelandscape of an area, surroundingsof alocdlity, loca
products, folk dances, handicraftsetc.
Notes
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Fig. 30.1 Local Area: Products, Forms and Stes

Theattributesof alocal areareflect strong bondsof association with thelocation
and people. With regard to non local areaand peopleit reflectsweakening bonds
of association and growing variations. For example seabreeze, alocal wind,
exercises considerabl e effect along seashore and it getsweakened away from
the sea. Some times local area product or identity becomes so popular and
specialized that it becomes demanding across places and regions. Sandles of
kolhapur, sandd sticksof Mysore, fireworksof Shivakashi, NagaShawls, Kashmiri
Pashmina, Varanas sk sarees, Madhubani art, Kuchipuri danceetc. are someof
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thelocal areaproductsor speciaitiesthat arein great demand both from national
aswdll asinternational markets. Awell maintained locality withitsclean and green
environmentsactsasasource of attraction tothenonlocal peopleand actsasan
ideal for other placesto follow. For example Shalimar Bagh (Srinagar), Mughal
Garden (Delhi), Valley of Flowers (Uttaranchal), Rockgarden (Chandigarh),
Nagarjun Konda (AndhraPradesh), Rajgir (Bihar), KanyaKumari (Tamilnadu)
etc. arethelocd areasitesthat present asound balance of ecological and aesthetic
significance. A senseof prideand attachment to thelocal product, areaand people
isasourceof unity and activity. It dsoleadsto common understanding and i dentity.
Ecologically, local areas may be mountainous, plateaus, plains, coastal, desert or
wetlands. Functiondly loca areasmay bepastora agriculturd, indudtrid, inditutional
or servicearess. Intermsof habitations, local areasmay berural, urban, nomadic
or tribal. Local areas could be modern or traditional with regard to their social
setup. Smilarly, intermsof economic devel opment local areas could be devel oped
or lessdevel oped.

An effort to devise waysand meansto solvethe problemsof placesand peopleis
termed as* planning”. Asastudent we plan for studies, examinationsand evenfor
other routineworks. We also get oursel ves associated in finding solutionsto the
common problemsat thelocal level wherewework and live. Maintenance of
amenitiesand public utility services, sanitation, general health and education are
some of themost common problemsfaced by thelocal people. Sincelocal areas
arethesmdlest unitsof planning, itisrather eeser tofind solutionstotheir problems
which arealso smaller and manageablein dimension. Most of the problemsthat
seek planning and solutions are rel ated to the ecol ogical imbal ances, economic
depressionsand socia tensions. Toimprovethe general conditionsof the people
inaloca area, provisonsfor basic socid amentiesand facilitiesneed to be planned.
The participation of local people helpsin utilizing local materials, indigenous
knowledge and maintaining infrastructurethat are planned. Planning also aimsat
improving thequdity of local environment through tree plantation, maintaining the
local water poolslikerivers, tanks, lakes etc. and managing the depl etion of rocks
and soils. People’s participations in the local area planning and continued
cooperationinther maintenanceresultsin developing hedlthy loca environment.

“ Planning isthus, defined as conceiving, initiating, regulating and controlling
environment as well as socio-economic activities by the local people and
authority according to set priorities with a view to achieving objectives
within a given time frame”

30.2LEVELSOF PLANNING

Planningiscarried out at variouslevels. Beginning fromasmall local areato as
large areaastheworld planning isanintegral part of human progressand area
development. Peoplehavebeen planning their affairs, activities, habitats, etc. from
early times. Itis, thusacontinuous processacrosstimeand areasand isaimed at
thewelfare of people and the environment. At the global level, planning for the
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wholeworldistaken up by the United Nationsand countries provide cooperation
intheimplementation of the planning schemes. VariousprogrammessuchasUNEP,
UNDRB  etc. areinitiated to deal with the global issuesof environment, poverty,
development, and so on. At the country level, national plansareformulatedfor the
welfareand devel opment of the nation. In our country, Planning Commissionisthe
central agency to design plansfor various sectorsof economy such asagriculture,
industry, etc; different ecological zoneslike mountains, deserts, coastal areasetc.
and different segmentsof society such aswomen, children, tribal groups, youths,
aged persons, etc. PrimeMinister isthe Chairman of the Planning Commission.
Nationisfurther subdividedinto savera sub-unitsfor administrativeand planning
purposes. It variesfrom country to country with different nonenclature. In our
country, the nation issub divided into states, districtsand blocks. At the statelevel
thereisaState Planning Board that develops planfor theentirestate. Thisis aso
known asaregiona plan. Chief Minister of the stateisthe Chairman of the State
Planning Board. Districtsarethethird order planning units after nation and the
dates. Atthedidtrict level, planning and devel opment agencieswork together and
Didtrict Magigtrate coordinatesthe planimplementation. Community Devel opment
Blocksarethefourth (micro) level planning units. Each C.D. Block consists of
about 50 villages. Theseblocksareresponsiblefor planimplementation downto
thevillageand household levels. Block Development Officer (B.D.O.) isthe co-
ordinator of theplanat thislevel of planning. Local areaplanningismeant for small
locditieslikeavillage, aBagti or Mohdla Theentirecommunity, livingandworking
at the place, is responsible for developing plans and seeking assistance and
cooperationfromthe Governmenta Organization, Non-Governmenta Organization
and others. It isnot the endeavour of afew people but hardwork of many that
makesthelocal areaclean, green and prosperous.

A diagrammeatic presentation of variousplanning level isgiven below:

Loca

Block

Didrict

State

Nationa

Globa

Fig. 30.2 Planning Levels
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TableNo. 30.1 Planning L evels

Type of planning Level

Globa Planning I

Nationa Planning Il

State Planning 11 Notes
Didrict Panning \%

Block or MicroLevel Planning \

Local areaPlanning VI

30.3CHALLENGESTO PLANNING

There are serious challengesto the success of aplanning scheme. More often
planningisinitiated without giving adequate thought toitseffect on theareaand
peoplefor whomitismeant. Since aplanning scheme movesfrom top to bottom,
it getsobstructed at variouslevelsbeforeit reachesto thetarget areaand people.
Inspiteof relatively higher economic devel opment, Indiacontinuesto runbehindin
termsof socia advancement. Our country hasthelargest concentration of poor,
malnutritioned and lliterate persons. These seriouschallengescan not bemanaged
through governmental or some non-governmental agency level but onerequires
effective partipation and co-operation of thelocal people. Peoplewish and plan
that roads reach to their door steps, every child studiesin aschool, they have
power and potablewater, they havewater toirrigatetheir fieldsand marketsto
sl their local products. Thus, infrastructurerel ated to health and education can
ensure peopl € sawareness, effective partici pation and mobilization for the success
of planning scheme. Ecological and economic considerationsmust bein perfect
balanceif planning hasto succeed and remain sustainable.

Thefollowing arethe basic requirementsof local areaplanning:

1) Formulation of objectivesor goals.
2) Fixingtargetsof planning anditsprioritiesto beachieved.
3) Mohbilisation of resourcesfor theexecution of plan.

4)  Creating necessary socia group or organization for theimplementation of
theplan.

5)  Regular evauation and monitoring of the progressmade.

INTEXT QUESTIONS30.1

1. Defineloca areaand planning.
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2.  Whatarethevariouslevesof planninginindia?

3. Enumeratethreechalengesto planning of anarea.

4.  What arethebasi c expectations of the peoplefrom Planning?

5. What arethebasic requirementsof planning?

30.4BASESOF PLANNING

Theremay besevera basesof planning but herewearediscussing only the bases
of planningi.e. ecologica and socio-economics.

A. Ecological Basisof Planning

The study which explainstheinterrelationshipsamong al natural organismswith
their environment istermed as Ecol ogy. All those conditions, circumstancesand
influencesthat affect the devel opment of an organism or agroup of organismsis
the environment. Thus, ecology and environment are closely related with each
other inthe context of organismsand systemsthat i nfluencethem. Geographicaly,
theexchange of matter between land and seaiis set in motion by two main physio-
geographical processes.

Theinteraction between man and natureisinseparable. It isthe highest form of
interaction between lifein general and theenvironment in particular. Thediversity
of lifeformsthat hasevolved over hundredsof millionsof yearsand their adoptation
to different, often extreme environmental conditionsareamazing. Theinteraction
of human beingswith nature began at thetimethey separated themselvesfromthe
natural environment. Therelations between man and naturetake shapewithin his
habitat.

The experience of man-natureinteractionisan ageold practice of planning. To
make the best use of nature, man has been making necessary adjustmentsinthe
ecological setup. The domestication of wild animal's, selection of useful plants
fromthe natural vegetation, making terraces on the mountain sopes, taming the
riversfor irrigation or flood control etc. areafew examplesof planningthewelfare
of peoplewhile keeping abalance on the ecol ogical setup. Human habitations
were planned in close proximity to water sources, work sites and on the
consderationsof safety and mobility. Most of the primary persuitslikeagriculture,
horticulture, sericulture, etc. arebased onthenatura considerationsof productivity.
Similarly, some of the secondary production systems such as software, paper,
many foot looseindustriesetc. area so designed inamanner that causes minimum
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disturbancetotheecologica setup. However, growing human needsand commercid
considerations have caused serious damagesto the ecol ogical setup. Largescae
devel opmentd activities, deforestation, structura changes, wastegeneration, and
30 on have accel erated desertification, global warming, melting of icecaps, rise in
thesealevd, natural disasters, etc.

B. Socio-EconomicBasisof Planning

Thepopulation of theearthisincreasing rapidly and hasregistered above6 billion
mark. To meet the ever increasing needs of the people, utilisation of natural
resourceswill grow. Itis, therefore, necessary to maintain abal ance between the
scope of resource utilisation in agiven ecological setup and human needs. The
socio-economic planning hasto remain eco-friendly for sustainable devel opment.
Besidesutilising natural resources, sustained efforts need to be madeto develop
local surroundings, streets, drains, parks, playgrounds, open spaces, etc. with
landscapes and tree plantations. The designs for tree plantations need to be
deve oped based onthegeol ogica structure, relief, climatic conditions, soil, drainage
system and natural vegetation. Depending upon the available space, growing
conditionsof plants, local westher and climatic conditions; indigenousvarietiesof
dwarf, medium and largetreesneed to be planted. For promoting and maintaining
thelocal environment, peoplessupport isessential. Inturn, ahedlthy local ecologica
setup satisfiesseveral needsof thelocal peoplebesidespresenting apleasing view
of green surroundings.

30.5DIMENSIONSOF LOCAL AREA PLANNING

A  BasicAnd Higher Needs

Thewdfareof “locd” community dependsuponfulfillingthebasicaswell ashigher
needs of the people. Thebasic needsincludefood, cloth and shelter besides safe
drinking water, basi c education and health care, transport and communication
facilitiesand so on. Thehigher needsincludestill higher order amenities, services,
facilitiesetc. While basic needsare necessary for survival, higher needshelp the
soci ety to becomeefficient, service oriented and dynamic. The processof planning
isaimed at making the necessary provisionsto meet the demands of peopleand
places. Severa schemesof planning are designed to fulfill thegeneral aswell as
functional needs of the people. However, dynamics of popul ation growth and
concentration of activitiesat specific Stesposeachalengeto the planning process.

B  Dynamicsof Population Growth And Prospectsof Planning

In placeswhere growth of population remainsnormal, functiona activitiesare
largely unchanged and scheme of planning records success. For examplecivil
lines, mall roads, cantonment settlementsetc. present astriking balance between
the provision of amenitiesand facilitieswith the growth of local populationand
concentration of functionsand activities. On the contrary, thelocal areaswhere
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popul ation growth ishigh and concentration of activitiescontinuesunchecked, the
performanceof planning usudly remainspoor. For examplebusy markets, industria
Sites, trangport junctions, S um settlementsand so on. register ahigher population
growth and concentration of activities. It leadsto the congestion and crowding
reflecting the poor planning performances.

Inthe absence of adequate job opportunitiesin rural and backward regions, most
of therura youthsout migratetowardscities. It eadsto poor economic performance
intheplacesof origin and unchecked concentration of popul ation in the places of
destination. Whileitleadsto dustering inliving spacesdueto limited paying capacity
of themigrant population, it offersadequate cheap labour to cities. Themismeatch
between population growth and provision of services, facilitiesand amenitiescauses
unhygenic sanitary conditions, poor public health and above all degeneration of
local environment. Thus, the provisonsof planning falsshort of thegrowing loca
demandsinthesearess.

C EconomicBasisFor Stability And Development

Theeconomic development of an areaisanother dimension of local areaplanning.
It aimsat raising the production and servicelevels, job generation, improved
marketing network, favourabl e price policy, efficient systems of transport and
communication, etc. Economically advanced areasare usudly capableof making
sgnificantinvesmentstowardsnatural conservetion and ecologica improvements.
Similarly, socia infrastructureand facilitiescan also be created if areashavea
sound economic base.

Almogt al areas-rurd or urban areendowed with natura potentias. Whileprimary
activitiesdominatein rural areas, secondary and tertiary activitiesdominatethe
urban areas. The pace of economic growth isaccel erated through technological
innovationsandindtitutional backup. M echanisation of agricultureand modernisation
of industries are the exampl es of technological innovations, whilefinancial,
educationa and policy backupsaretheingtitutiona rolesinimproving theeconomic
base of an area. Issues such astheinterests of producers, consumers, service
providersand workersbetaken care of in the planning. The status of incomeand
employment generation, capcities of savingsand investmentswill increaseasa
natural outcome of economic package. It has been observed that many of the
economic packagesturn out to berewarding in the course of time. Reed works of
Shillong, brassware works of Moradabad, silk and zari worksof Varanasi and
Kanjivaram, bandhani works of Sanganer, embroidery worksof Lucknow, etc.
areafew examplesof successstoriesthat had the backup of economic planning.
Thus, the productsand servicesof aloca areamark the placeidentity and peopl€e's

prosperity.
D PeoplesParticipationin Planning

Awareness of the people and their participationinthelocal areaplanning can
safeguard theinterest of the community while maintaining thelocal ecological
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situations. The chances of thefailure of aplanning scheme, that involveslocal
peopl e, remain minimum ascorruption, exploitation and mismanagement isgreetly
checked. Besides, above people being direct beneficiaries, keep acaring attitude
towards maintaining the socia welfareand areadevel opment. When local people
develop aplan and set their priorities, it will maximise benefitsto the peopleand
minimizethecos of planning. Itismorelikely that the planning augmentsthecycle
of growth and diversitiesin developmental activities.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS30.2

1. Givetwoexamplesof eco-friendly planning.

(i) (i)
2. What isthe need for maintaining abalance between resources and human
requirements?

3. What basisshould be adopted for designing tree plantationsin alocal area?

4.  Givetwo exampleseach of basic and higher needs.

(@) (i) (if)
(b) (i) (if)
5.  Enlisttwoeffectseach of technologica innovationsand ingtitutiona support.
(@) (i) (if)
(b) (i) (if)

30.6 NEED BASED UTILISATION OF LOCAL RESOURCES

Resources of theareaare being utilised by thelocal peopleto satisfy their needs.
Theair, water, food, cloth and shelter arethe essential needsfor human survival.
Bothinorganic aswell asorganic matters of the nature satisfy the basic needs of
thelocal people. Selection of useful plants, animalsand natural sitesled to the
promotion of human activitiessuch asfarming, fishing, horticultureand nomadic
herding. Theloca needsof building construction, having of streets, drains, sources
of water, sceniclandscapes, etc. arefulfilled by local resources. Since most of the
materialsarethe common property of thelocal people, they have been utilised by
all asbuilding materialsand meansof livelihood. Thus need based utilisation of
local resources remained eco-friendly and economically sustainable. A brief
discussion about local resourcesisgiven below.
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A. Land Resources: Rocks And Soils

Themogt striking feature of alocd areaisitsrocksand soils. Theseland resources
arethe basisof human settlementsand primary activitiesbesides being the base
for sceniclandscape. The exposed rock surfacesact asnatura platformswhileits
dopesand stepsremained the basisfor plant growth. The placesin such asetup
aredeveloped assitesfor picnic, parksand natural beauties.

Soilsarethebasisfor avariety of human activities such asagriculture, animal
herding, horticulture, etc. Thefertile soilshave alwaysbeen asourceof attraction
for human civilisations and devel opment. However, thisrare gift of natureis
threatened by massiveeros on and degradation, and isfast converted towastelands.
L arge sca edeforestation and commercia usesof land have caused imbalancesin
s0il setup. Sinceformation of ol itsrenewability and replacementsrequire pretty
long period, thereisan urgent need for soil conservation and maintenance of its
neturd fertility.

B. Water Resources

One of themost basic requirement for lifeto devel op and sustain on long term
basisistheavailability of water. Itiscentral to all ecosystems. Most of theearly
human civilsationsdevel oped near water sourcesespecidly dongfertileriver valeys
Both for human activitiesand settlementswater isan essential element. Weater is
being used for avariety of purposeslike power generation, irrigation, for domestic
andindustrial usesbesideskeeping thelocal areaclean and green.

Misuse of water has created shortage. Water pollution have caused diseases.
Droughtsand floodsoccurein different areas. Therefore, mangement of water is
an essentia requirement for life. Coordinated efforts need to be made towards
water harvesting, reducing wastage of water and making judicious use of water
for various purposes. Recharge of water to subsurfacelayer of soil isessential to
check the surfaceflow of rainwater. Use of tanks, lakes, percolation pits, bunds
along thed oppy surface, helpintherecharge of water.

C. Plantations/Forest Resources

Plantsarethebasicform of lifeand act asthe source of oxygen. They aremeans
tolivelihood and natural attraction. Dueto ever increasing pressure of population,
forest cover isfast declining causing seriousenvironmenta thregts. Treeplantations
along highways, railway tracts, hill lopes, canalshave devel oped schemeslike
social forestry, farm forestry and so on.

Concerted effortsof theloca peopleare centrd to plantationsand their protection.
Itisbeing carried out in theform of ritualsand practice of the people. For example,
Bisnoi community isknownfor plant protection especidly in partsof Haryanaand
Rajasthan. Smilarly, Maiti isamarriageritua practiced in Kumaon hills. During
marriage ceremony bride plantsasapling and bridegroom putswater ontheplant.
Thispractice has converted many villagesgreenin Kumaon.
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Sincetrees provide building materials, fuel and firewood besides, avariety of
fruits, flowersand green cover, protection, promotion of treecover isbasictolife
support. At thelocal level, protection and increase of thetree cover isbasicto
supportlife.

30.7 ASSESSING THE LOCAL RESOURCES

Anassessment of local resourcesisessential for planning. For finding solutionsto
theloca problemsaswell asfor the purposesof development weneedto havean
ideaof local resources. Usudly land, soil, water, forests, animal's, other organisms,
minerasand so onformthenatural resourcesof anarea. Similarly, human being,
their educational levels, human activities, skills, health status, etc form human
resources. Aninventory of locally availableresources need to be prepared with
thehelp of records of theareaand by conducting afield survey. For examplewith
regardtoland resourcesanideaof thetota area(of thevillageor anurbanlocdlity),
nature of rocks and soils, size of theland hol dings, number of plots, natureand
typeof landuse, etc. should to berecorded. Similarly, in case of water resources,
asurvey of river, drains, ponds, lakes; their appromate length, width and depth of
water need to be known to get an idea of water availability, water surplus or
deficit positions, major problemslinked to consumption water. An estimate of
trees, seasond plants, their specific usefor the community intheform of firewood,
fud, timber, fruits, and flowersneed to beworked out. Smilarly, human aswell as
animal resources should to be assessed.

A. Sourcesof collecting datato assess local resources

Thusfor assessing local resources, we can make use of governmental and non
governmental sources. Besides collecting information through secondary sources,
we can a so conduct field survey to collect certain informationsor primary data
that isnot availablefrom secondary sources.

B. PreparingaPlan and Ensuringitslmplementation

Based on the assessment of local resourcesaplan of action need to be prepared.
This should broadly cover the aspects of education, health, transport,
communication, retail marketsetc. The plan should also cover the promotion of
agricultural andindudtria activitiesbes descommunity functions. Theformulation
of the plan must be based on the availability of local resources, requirementsof the
people, likely expenditures and estimated benefitsto the people. Theplan should
be phased out with regard to timeand thetargetswhen thework isto be compl eted.

For ensuring theimplementation of Loca AreaPlan, effortsshouldto bemadeto
mobilisethe support of local peoplein theform of labour, raw material, skill and
guidance. In addition to it, the support of governmental, non-governmental
organisations, self help groups etc. need to be obtained in theform of finances,
technology and materia help. Effective checksand controlsshould beexercised
to ensurethe monitoring of thework done.
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Itisusudly observed that the maintenance of thestructureonce crested by planning,
remainspoor dueto misuseor carelesshandling of the operating/servicessuch as
buildings, tap water, publictoiletsetc. Thelocal resources should not be exposed
for commercia utilisation by nonloca peopleasit |eadsto excessiveexploitation
of resources and their subsequent depletion. It is, thus, necessary for thelocal
peopleto be caring and remain concerned about the maintenance and upkeep of
the planned projects.

Itis, thus, established that need based utilisation of local resourcesisessentia for
survival and development of the community. However, balance needs to be
mai ntai ned between the ecol ogical conditions and socio-economic needs of the
community. Theprocessof planning, assuch, will vary greatly with theecological
settings and soci o-economic needs of thelocal people.

30.8 DEVELOPMENT OVER DIFFERENT FIVEYEAR PLANS

Indiaismaking planned effortsto devel op itseconomy, society and areas. Plans
aredesigned for aperiod of fiveyears. IndiasFirst Five Year Plan beganin 1951
and currently itisthe Tenth FiveYear Plan period. Theprogressmade sofarisa
record of 55 yearsof planned effort in Indiacovered through ten Five Year Plans
andafew annual plans. A brief ideaof different plans, their local areadesignsand
specid emphasisof development isexplained through achart given below.

TableNo. 30.2
L ocal Area Development over Different FiveYear Plans

Plan and its Design of L ocal Special Emphasison
Period Area Development
1. FirgFiveYear Plan Community Deveopingirrigation
1951 — 1956 Deve opment networksandincreasing
Blocks|dentified agricultural Productions
2. SecondFiveYear Plan Indudtrid Sdf reliancein
1956 — 1961 Estateswere indugtria development
established.
3. ThirdFiveYearPlan  IntensveAgricultura  Achievinghigher
1961 — 1974 Didtrict Programme output levelsbothin
(IADP) agriculturd and Industria
sectorsof economy.
4. FourthFiveYear Plan Bdanced Regiond Target Area
1969 — 1974 Development (BRD), Target Group
CommandArea
Development (CADP)
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5. FfthFiveYearPlan  Decentrallissd Planning Nationa Programmeof

1971 -1979 Tribal Area, Hill Area
Drought ProneArea
Deve opment
Programme.
6. SixthFiveYear Plan  Multi Sectord
1980 — 1985 Approach DWCRA

TRYCEM, RLEGP

7. SeventhFiveYear Agro—climatic zones,

Plan 1985 - 1990 water shed
Deve opment
8. EighthFiveYear Plan Panchayati Ry
1992 — 1997 Indtitutions
HADP,BADPWGDP
NEC

9. NinthFiveYear Pan BadcMinimum
1997 — 2002 Services(BMYS)

10. TenthFiveYear Plan  Cleaning of mgjor
2002 — 2007 rivers, Ranwater
harvesting (renewal of
traditional methods.)
Interlinking of rivers
water, Harvestingin

Minimum Needs, Integrated
Rurad Development
Programme (IRDP)

Remova of Poverty
Small Farmers

Deve opment

Border Areas, Backward
(SFDA) Didtricts

Sdf employment
Scheme (SES),
Jawahar Rojgar
Yojana(JRY)

Human Resource
Devel opment, Economic
Diversfication

Humanresource

Devel opment, Housing
tothe people,
Hedtheducationin
remoterura areas.

Public Delivery system
(PDS), Total Literacy
compaign, Nationa
Literacy Misson

(NLM), Provision of urban
AmenitiesinRurd

drier regions. Areas(PURA),
HedthforAll.
INTEXT QUESTIONS30.3

1. Whatistheroleof loca peopleinareaplanning.

2. What werethe special emphasisof development during first and second Five

Year Plans?
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3. What aretheaimsof Tenth FiveYear Plan?

4. Matchtheplansshownincolumn| withtheloca areaplanning recommended

incolumnll.
Columnl Columnll
Plan L ocal Area Planning Recommended
lInd FiveYear Plan 1. Baanced Regionad Development.
B IVthFiveYea Plan 2. Industrial estatesfor self reliancein
indugtrial development.
C VthFiveYear Plan 3. Removal of Poverty, DWCRA,
TRYCEM, RLEGP
D VithFiveYear Plan 4.  Cleaningof mgorrivers, TLC, NLM
& PURA. Rainwater harvesting
E XthFiveYear Plan 5. Integrated Rural Development

Programme (IRDP)

30.9UNIQUE NEEDSOF DIFFERENT PLANNINGAREAS

Nature has provided someresourcesto all areaswhich can help to develop the
regions. Different areashave distinct problemsand potentials. Henceit present,
uniqueneedsfor planning. But every areawhich hasproblemshasa so possibilities
to solvesuch problems. Assuch, thereisaneed to devel op specific plansfor the
welfare of people and the devel opment of the specific areas. For examplemining
areashavelarge mineral deposits. But, by and large, these areasare faced with
the problemsof health and natural hazards, noise pollution, collapse mineroofs,
waterlogging and so on. The problemsof mining areas could bespecially taken up
for planning.

A slumlocality inacity isusually faced with the problems of poor sanitation,
insufficient living space, acute shortage of basic socid facilitiesand amenities. The
quality of lifeispoor and full of health hazards. Assuch it demandsfor an urgent
provisionfor essential infrastructuresinitslocal areaplanning charge. Industria
areasarefaced with the problemsof pollutions, whilemarket areasarefaced with
congestion, crowding and poor saintation. Asaresultindustrial areaswill have
priority of planning for pollution control, whilemarket areaswill havepriority to
devel op other centers of marketing to relieve the pressure and reduce congestion
and crowding.

Agricultural areashave problemsof floodsand droughts, soil erosion, declining
natural fertility and shrinking land-man ratio while pastoral areassuffer fromthe

GEOGRAPHY




L ocal AreaPlanning

problemsof range and management, conversion of grassandsinto farmlandsetc.
Thedivergficationincropping pettern, cropping efficiency andincreesng agricultura
productivity aretheprioritiesof agricultural planning whilecontrolled grazing and
effectiverange, land management and commercial pastoralism arethe planning
prioritiesin pastora aress.

Areaswith diverse physica and socio-economic set up havetheir uniqueneeds. It
callsfor need based planning sol utions. For examplehill areas have steep dopes,
deepvadleys, thinlayer of soil andrelatively low level of carrying capacity of land.
Hill areas, therefore, need afforestation, promotion of horticulture, herbal and
medicinal plants, eco-tourism and small hydro-power projects for their
development. Similarly, desert areas are characterized by the acute shortage of
water |eading to the vast expanse of wastel ands, sand dunesand barren aress.
Thedesert devel opment requiresthe provision of water asitstop planning priority.
IndiraGandhi Canal servesthe purpose of need based planning for the desert
development inthe Thar region of India.
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Fig. 30.3 INDIA: Local people: water harvesting and wild life protection
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A brief discussion on need based planning isgiven below:
A. Water Harvesting and M anagement

Theseareasreved scientific and judicious use of water. from remote cold desert
of Lehto hot desert of Thar; from Pathaareaof centra Indiatofar southinKerala
and Tamilnadu, water management techniqueshave completely changed thelives
and landscapeintheseareas. (Recent examplesof Arvari in Rgjasthanand Tikaria
inPathaareaof centra Indiaaretheinitiativesof local peoplefor managing water
resourcesof thearea). Traditiona water harvesting and management methodsare
asofoundinevery part of India

B. Protection and Promotion of Forests

Plantsand animalsneed protection and promotion for keeping the ecological and
biological balancein alocality. People have been partly protecting plantsand
animasduetoreligion and partly dueto prevailing customsand traditions. Sacred
grovesare protected dueto ageold practiceandritua. They signify thejudicious
useof natural resourcesinthelong terminterest of thecommunity.

HantslikePipa, Neem, Tuls, Beri aresacred in Hindu tradition while Dates,
Oak, Bargad are sacred in Islamic, Christian and Buddhist traditions

respectively.

Depending upon theecological canditionsin different areas, plantsare protected.
Such ascoconut and casurina in coastal areas, Datesand Beri in desert areasand
orchardsin hill areasare part of theregional practicestowards protection and
promoation. Thereisalsoasimilar tradition of protecting sacred animalslike cow,
goats and sheep, camels, snake and so on.

C.Tribal Communitiesand Protection of Wild Life

Tribal communitiesand wild life both arefaced with the problemsof survival and
development intheface of deforestation. Forest dwellershave protected wildlife,
for exampleBan Gujarsof Rgjgji Nationd Park (Uttarncha), Abujhmarsof Bastar
and Todasof Nilgiri Hillsareknownfor their skill inwildlife protection. However,
some of theseforest dwellersare now evicted and rehabititated in areaswhere
they haveno accesstoforests. Thishashappened in Nagarhole Nationa Park in
Karnatakaand Rajgji Nationa Perk in Uttaranchal . Involvement of tribal people
and protection of their forest rights has now succeeded in using better methods of
wildlifeprotection.

D. Power to People: Local L evel Environment M anagement

Environmental management at thelocal level isgiving power to the peopleto
managetheir natural resources. Even after spending large sumson devel opment
andwefareactivities, Indiacould not perform too well intackling environmental
management. Itis, therefore, widely felt that local affairs should to be managed by
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local people for taking care of their needs and aspirations. The 73 and 74"

amendmentsto the constitution have made decentralized planning possibleina
democracy. A few examplesof locd level environmenta management are shown
onthemap Fig. No. 30.4.

VILLAGE - AKBARPUR Notes
(CENTRAL INDIAN PLATEAU)

PUBLIC UTILITIES, COMMON PROPERTY RESOURSES
AND HUMAN SETTLEMENT PATTERNS

PUBLIC UTILITIES & PROPERTY RESOURCES SETTLEMENT SITES
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Fig. 30.4 Village Akbarpur
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Congtructing tanks, bunds, mini reservoirsfor water harvesting, plantations
along doppy tracksand controlled pastoral activitiesare some of thelocal
initiativesthat haveimproved thequdity of environment.

30.10RESOURCE UTILISATIONAND INTERRELATIONSHIPS

Resourcesareall the materialsand objectsthat areready for useor availableas
needed by people. Utilisation of resourceisasituation in which acommodity in
natureisused. These should be balanced utilization of reasources. Resources
utilised beyond thecritical limit or without replacement leadsto imbalancesinthe
ecosystemsand ultimately in the environment. Thustherational e use of resources
isof utmost importance. It helpshuman progressinthelong run.

A. Typesand Utilisation of Resour ces:

Primarily, there aretwo kinds of resources: non renewable (mineral wealth)
which exhaust after bearing utilized once and thereisacertain fixed amount of
such resourcesin theworld; and renewableresour ces (fresh water inrivers,
oxygenintheatmosphere, theforestsand the biol ogical mass), which comefrom
natural processes taking place on the earth and are balanced between annual
increaseand annual consumption, including the utilisation by humanbeings. Let us
see how theenvironment influencesman and inturn what influence society exerts
onthe nature. Today thereishardly aplace where human beingswould not be
abletoliveandwork. Theeffect of humaninterventionisontheincreasein nature.
For examplewhileextracting minera wealth, burning fuel, or irrigating cropsin
aridlands, weextract certain substancesfrom nature. Similarly, whiledischarging
industrial and agricultural waste and other such by productsinto the atmosphere
and hydrosphere, weintroduce new componentsinto theenvironment. By Farming
marshlandsor piping water for household and industrial needs, weater some of
the elements of thewater balance. Thefragile ecosystemslike mountainsand
valley areasare threatened by Felling of trees, road constructions, blasting of
rocksand constructing megadam projects. These activitiesareresponsiblefor
changesinthestructure of earth surface and imbalancesin the ecol ogical set up.

Theuseof soil resourcesfor crop production, commercia plantation and pastures
areeco-friendly activities carried out by human beings. However, unscientific
practicesof highintensily or cropping or overgrazing leadsto soil erosion and
becomesachallengeto the ecosystem. Similarly, deforestation, slash and burn
cultivation, pollutingindustriesetc. causeecol ogica aswell asenvironmentad criss.
Hence, it isimportant to understand theloca resourcesandtheir utilisationina
eco-friendly and sugtainablemanner failingwhich ecologica crigswill beinevitable.

B. Depletion of Resources

People havedrawn quitealot through their activitiesfrom our natural resources
both renewabl e and non renewable. Some of them are depleted to alarge extent
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or dmost infull and othersfar alesser degree. Human activitieshaveincreased to
theextent that it dterstheestablished patternsof cyclic movement of matter affecting
thenatural course of various processes onthe Earth’ssurface.

The depletion of resources, thegrowing impact of humanson nature and above
all the pollution of environment are matters of growing concern. Thisconcernis
further highlighted by the energy crisis and increasing food shortage. As a
consequence, very seriousecological crisisislikely to occur. However, it will be
possibleto avoid the crisis, if measures are taken up to utilise resourceson a
rational manner, and apolicy to conserveresourcesisadopted beginning from
local togloba levels.

C. Optimal Resour ceUtilisation

The transformation of environment in the course of production by society is
inevitable. Not only human society but infact any form of lifeaffectsNaturewithits
activity. Ecologigtspersgt intheir belief that thedevel opment of society will inevitably
have negative effects on humans. These consequencesin association with the
depletion of resourcesaugmentsecol ogica aswell aseconomiccrisis.

Theeffortsof locad areaplanning areaimed at maintaining acritical balancebetween
availablenatural resourcesand their optimal utilisationin asustainable manner,
while private enterpriseisguided solely by the profit motiveregardless of social
benefitsor evils.

It has been seen that the public sector development too suffersfrom abiasto-
wardsdevel oping areasfor political or commercia reasons. For example produc-
tion of luxurieson acommercial scaleleadsto the exhaustion of resources. Asa
result the masses suffer even for the bare necessities of life. Since both public as
wel| as private sector enterprises suffer frominherent weaknessesin the system,
peopl € sparticipation in planning and management of resourcesisof utmost Sig-
nificance.

The utilization of resourcesmust be guided by theavailability, existing efficiency
and current and future needs of the society. The continuous monitoring of conser-
vation practiceskeeping in mind thecyclic process of resourcerenewal and search
for viable alternatives are some of the measuresto meet the challenges of re-
sourcesdepletion.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS30.4

1. Howlocal needsvary from areato area?

2. How areloca resourcesimportant for local areaplanning?
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3. Whatisaresourcedepletion?

4.  Whatisoptima resourceutilization?

30.11 USEOF MAPSINMANAGINGTHE LOCAL AREAPLANNING

Knowledge about thelocal area, where peopleliveand work, isof primeimpor-
tance. The precise, accurate and comprehens ve knowledge helpsto manage and
planinan effective manner. Understanding the capacity of land, work efficiency of
the peopleand their belief systemisessential to develop alocal areaplan. The
acquired knowledgeinformation needsto betransferred in some presentableform
for discuss on and interactions on thetheme; supervising activitiesand guidance.
Theprimary data, theissuesand problems needsto be organized in asystematic
manner reflecting the qualitiesover theland. For thismapsdiagramscharts, pho-
tographs and sketches are very necessary. Maps act as a shorthand script to
planners and geographersand aguideto common people.

Local areasvary significantly intheir physical set up and socio-economic condi-
tions. Therearedifferent techniquesto record and display theinformations’knowl-
edge. Among variousformsof presenting information mapsarethemost effective
toolsof knowledge asthey use scalesand directionsfor true representation and
theme specific focus. Besidesthe above, mapsare easy to handle, comprehend
and communicatethrough.

A. Useof Maps, Sketchesand Photographs

Mapsare used for avariety of purposes. They are used for theidentification of
landforms, resources, human settlementsand site specific facilitiesand amentities.
Mapsarea so used to show designsof buildings, transport routesand planning for
thelocation of variousactivitiessuch asmarkets, industries, schoals, parks, play-
groundsetc. Theexerciseonthefeasibilitiesand viability of aplanning projectis
al so assessed through itsmaps. A drawing without having ascale, directionand
projectioniscalled asasketch map. Sketchesare used asarough drawing for on
the spot representation of factsand aremembrancefor therecords. These sketch
mapsand photographsare quite useful for finaizing theblueprint of alocal area

planning.
B. Choosing thesizeand scale of Mapsfor L ocal Area Planning

Among variousfactorsthat haveto be considered while preparing amap, thesize
of map, detail sto be shown, choice of the scaleetc. are quiteimportant. Thesize
of amap will, initsturn, determine the scope of elementsto be covered. The
detail sto be shown determinethe symbolization and shadesfor each element. The
choice of the scaleisguided by the space availablefor representing facts of the
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areaon themap. Scaleisaratio between the map distance and the ground dis-
tance. Based on therequirement maps could besmall or largescales. Small scale
maps are used to show large areaswith afew details. For exampleworld maps,
wall maps, atlas mapsetc. are drawn on small scales. On the other hand, large
scalesare used to represent the plan of abuilding, agricultural fields/plotsof a
villagelocdity topographical sheetsetc. For local areaplanning, disaster manage-
ment, public distribution systems and so on large scale maps are used asthey
depict many informationsof asmall areain detail.

C.Mapsin ManagingthelL ocal AreaPlanning

Mapsarethebasic toolsfor builders, devel opers, managersand planners. They
act asguidestothevisitorsand ideal sof achievementsto the participants, planners
and the people. Maps are the blue prints of the future plans.

A base map isessential for planning thelocal area. It helpsto conduct surveys
related to land use, market, traffic consumer, household etc. Basemapshelpin
devel oping other theme specific maps, diagramsand charts. Itisaguidetothe
locality and the peoplefor whom planning isto be conducted.

A draft plan map is prepared based on the results of the field-work. The need
based planning proposals, their sites, designs, detail s of the cost are depicted on
the large scale map. The draft map helps in holding discussion and inviting
suggestionsfrom theexpertsand thel ocal people. Thediscuss onsand suggestions,
finally helpindesigning the blueprint for the planning.

Mapsact asabasefor knowing local areademandslike buildingsfor public use
such asschools, hospitalsetc. funds, facilities, measurementsof different kinds
and expected expendituresor costs. Since mapscarry detailed informationsand
aresalf explanatory aso, they becomeadirect appedl to thefunding agenciesfor
their gpproval. Theme specific mapshelpin presentations, logica argumentation
and step wiseimplementation of thelocal areaplan.

Use of modern technology in mapping like computer cartography, GIS, image
processing etc. hasmadeit possibleto prepare maps of variouskindson different
scaes Similarly, communicationtechnology likeinternet, online, websteetc. present
scopesfor transferring knowledgeto other people and places. Thus mapping and
communication technol ogieshave adirect relevanceto local areaplanning.

30.12 ACASESTUDY OF LOCALAREAPLANNING: VILLAGE

AKABARPUR (BANDA, UTTAR PRADESH)

ThevillageAkbarpur, district, Banda, the state of Uttar Pradesh. Geographicaly,
thevillageliesat about 25°12 *North latitude and 80° 47’ East longitude. The
villageislocated in the northern margin of Central Indian plateau and formsthe
part of Bundelkhand region.
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Vindhyan hillsand Badause forest range formsthe southern and south western
limitsof thevillage. Towardsnorth thevillage hascommon boundary with villages
Chhatan and Pahara, whiletowardsthe south it has common boundary with Gonda,
Kurari and Bharatkup. Thegenera dope of thelandisfrom south-west to north-
east. Intermsof structural formation, the Vindhyan sandstone formsthe upper
surfaceuponwhich Trans-Yamunadluvid soil formsthetoplayer. However, there
aremainly threetypesof soilsinthevillage. Theforest and hill soil found dongthe
foothillsand ischaracterized by the pieces of pebblesmixed inthethin soil cover.
Theblack and yellow mixed soilsarecommonly found inthe middie zone, while
black alluvia soil dominatein thenorthern part of thevillage.

Akbarpur experiencesatransitional climate between hot moist climate of north
east and hot dry climate of Thar desert. It records high temperaturesduring sum-
mer ranging between 40°-45°C and |ow temperatures during winter ranging be-
tween 5°-10°C. Most of therainfall occursduring summer monsoon months. The
amount of averageannual rainfall ranges between 55-80 centimetres.

Thevillage hasamosgue towardsthe west and templ e towards the south-east.
Whilemgjority of thevillage popul ation bel ongsto Hindu Community, about one
fifth of the population belongsto Mudim Community aswell. Itisamulti-occupa:
tional village having farmers, pastoralists, artesans, transporters, tradersand other
service providers. Thusvillage hasaharmoniousgroup of people.

(i) Socio-Economic Setup:-

Having an areaof 1582 acresand apopul ation of 3952 personsin theyear 2005,
Akbarpurisamediumsizevillage. Thereare 382 householdsinthevillage. Nearly
half of thehousehol ds(197) be ong tofarming communitiesfollowed by agricultura
labourers (106). Thusabout 76.7 per cent households are directly engagedin
agricultural activities. Nearly 15 percent households belong to the weavers
community and remaining about 8 percent househol dsbel ong to the category of
artisansand other service providers. Intermsof land holding lessthan 1 percent
(0.94%) arelargefarmers, nearly 9 percent (8.91%) mediumfarmersand remaining
largemgjority arethesmall and marginal farmers. Landlessagricultura labourers
account for about 37 percent of thetotal householdsinthevillage.

Nearly 37 percent of thetotal populationisliterate. Of thetotal population, about
39.52 percent aretheworkersof which nearly 36 percent arethe mainworkers
and about 3 percent are the marginal workers. Main workers are those who
remai n engaged in specific worksthroughout the year, whereas margina workers
areemployed for somepart of theyear on supplementary basis. Intermsof genera
land useabout 113 acresarenot availablefor cultivation. Thecultivablewasteand
fallow land account for 119 acres. Theforest areaof thevillage account for about
20.54 areaswhiletotd cultivablelandis646 acres. Theactua areaunder cultivation
15379 acres of which nearly threefourth (287 acres) isreported to beirrigated.
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Intermsof connectivity thevillageiswell served by Jhansi-Allahabad highway
and Jhang - Manikpur section of Centra railway. Towardstheeadt city of Allahabad
liesat adistance of about 135 kilometresand Kowri Town at about 15 Kilometres,
whiletowardswest Bandaliesat adistance of 55 Kilometres. Thereisabusstand
inthevillageand the nearest railway stationisat 1v2kilometre.

(i) Agricultural Landuse

Agricultura landuse changesfrom season to season. Nearly 63 percent of the net
sown areaisdevoted to kharif crops, while about 36 percent of the net sown area
isdevoted to rabi crops and remaining about 1 percent areato zaid crops. An
account of kharif cropsis presented here. Of thetotal cultivated land in kharif
season rice accounted for about 32 percent, jowar nearby 25 percent and bajra
about 24 percent. Thus about 82 percent of the cropped areaisdevoted to these
three crops only. Among other kharif crops cotton accounted for about 8.00 per
cent, pulses about 4.68 percent and oil seeds about 2.78 percent. Orchardsand
fibre cropsaccount for 1 per cent each.

(i) Amenitiesand Social Facilities

Anaccount of amenitiesand socia facilitiesreflect theleve of socid infrastructure
inthelocality. These arethe basic requirementsfor all types of development.
Therearefive personal phone sets besides one public call officeinthevillage.
Being located at theroad side, thereisarequest busstopinthevillage. Smilarly,
Bharatkup isthe nearest railway station andisat ashort distance of oneand ahalf
kilometer fromthevillage. Intermsof educational facilitiesthevillage hasone
primary aswell asonejunior high-school. Therearetwo medical practionersand
agovernment dispensary. A small rural market has a so devel oped along theroad
sde. Thereareninesmall shopsdealing with sweetsand refreshment, tea, betel,
general merchandise, stone pieces, firewood, repair shade, medical practitioner
etc. Thevillagehasasecurity check post. Intermsof drinking water facility, there
arefivewdlsinthevillage, 17 private handpumpsand three handpumpsinstalled
by the Governments.

(iv) Common Property Resour ces

Theidentification and utilization of common properly resourcesfor thewel fare of
thecommunity isanimportant basisof developing alocaity. VillageAkbarpur has
alargestock of common land, water, grassesand treeswhich need to be managed
and maintained for thelong term welfare of thelocal society. Intermsof land
resources Vindhyan Hillsin the south offer stone pieces and blocks of stones,
black, yellow and stony soilsoffer construction material besdesacting asbasisfor
al primary activities. Intermsof water, village hasonelargeand onesmall pond.
Whilelarge pond liescloseto thehills, small pondistowardsthe northeastern
side. These pondsarevery common sitesin platean areas and are the basisfor
supply of water to animalsand wild life. These pondsalso serve asabasisfor
fisheriesfor loca consumptionandraisng cropslikewater nuts, lotusetc. Grasdands
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arethe common property resourceinthevillage. They arefound aspiecesof land
aongrailway and highway tracts, dongriver, streamsand adjacent to hilly tract in
the south. Domestic animals of the village like sheeps, goats, cows, baffal oes,
oxen poniesetc. grazein these pastures. Treesareyet another important common
property resources. Thesetreesprovidevauablefruits, flowers, furniturewood
andfirewoodsbesidesgiving greenlook to the surroundings. Mangoesand Mahua
arethelargetreesand are known for their commercial valueintermsof fruits,
flowersand furniturewood. Eucalyptus, Babool, Neem etc. are other treesused
for furnitureand fuel by thelocal residents. Kadam, Kaner bushesetc. aredwarf
treesused by sheep goatsfor grazing besidesbeing used asflowering plantsinthe
hill dopes.

(v) Planning Proposals

Based on the above description certain planning proposal s can be devel oped.
These proposals could be divided into ecological, social and economic set of

planning.
A.Ecological Planning

Theecologicd planning aimsat improving thegeneral environmenta conditionsof
thelocality. Thiscould be planned interms of improving land, water and green
cover inthevillage. The conservation practices of checking soil erosion, land
scape sculptures aong the hill dopes, bio-manuresin thefieldscould be put into
practicefor improving theland quality. Similarly, for improving the quality and
quantity of water resourcesto meet the domestic, pastoral and agricultural needs
during drought years, deepening of tanks, cleaning the siltsfrom thetanksand
digging moresitesfor water recharge and rainwater harvesting may be properly
planned. Theavailability of water will increasetheleve of irrigation and waterings
inthefieldandinitsturnit will increasethe productivity of land besidesmaking
water availabletothenew plantations.

Theincrease in the level of green cover and biomass is essential for sound
environmental setup. Waysto increasegreen cover could includethe plantation of
medium and largetreesalong the highways, river banks, railway tracks, around
thepondsand onthe panchayat |lands. Smal and dwarf treesalong with flowering
plants could be planted along the hill slope. It isaplanning proposal for which
financid and technological help could beavailed of from the Departmentsof Forests,
Revenue and district planning office. Once these planning proposals are
implemented cooperation and participation of theloca peoplehel psin protecting
and maintaining theseecol ogica input.

B. Social planning

Socid planningiscentra to safeguardtheinterestsof ecologica aswell aseconomic
planning. A sound social setup isan asset to balanced devel opment. The social
planning of thevillageAkbarpur demandsfor moreattentioninthefiedsof hedlth,
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education, training and job generation. Thestatusof health among women, children
and aged peopleispathetic. It callsfor an urgent planning towardsopening amini
health centre besides having at |east one maternity and child health centre. The
trained lady healthworkersand assured delivery of hedlth carecanhelpinimproving
the hedlth and controlling the popul ation growth. Similarly, growing popul ation of
thevillage deservesto have an anganwadi and amiddle and secondary school. An
industrial training ingtituteisal so an essentia requirement of thevillage, because
weaving, carpentary, gold smithy are still practiced in thevillage asafamily
profession. To solvethe problem of out migration of rura youths, salf employment
must begiven priority inthevillage. A rura bank branch can a so beestablished to
solvethe problem of loans, savingsand investments of the people.

C. EconomicPlanning

A sound economic baseisessentia for the development of alocal area. Village
Akbarpur has pondswhich could be devel oped for fisheriesand water nuts. The
area has a sound base of stone pieces. Hence, mining and quarrying could be
initiated asan economic activity. Treesfromtheforestsespeciadly dried onescould
be used for timber works. Similarly sand and soilsareavailableinlarge quantities
for construction purposes. Modern handlooms can further upgrade theweaving
and spinningworksinthevillage. Introduction of highyielding variety of milk cattles
like cowsand baffaloescanimprovethedairy industry inthevillage. Similarly,
hybrid goatsand sheeps can raisetheincome of pastoralistsinthevillage. These
animalscanwell be used for mesat industry. Sincethevillageislocated along the
highway, it could take up the advantage of selling itsproductsto the markets of
nearby towns Chitrakoot (Karwi) andAtarra. Establishing abank and constructing
a panchayat ghar besides constructing village roads can further improve the
interaction of rural community withitsurban counter parts, whererura products
could besold onregular basis.

INTEXT QUESTIONS30.5
1

What factorsneed to be considered while preparing amap?

What isthe geographical location of villageAkbarpur? Draw asketch map
using thedescription giveninthetext.

3. Whatistheagricultura landuseof thevillageAkbarpur.
Wheat arethe planning needs of thevillageAkbarpur.
5. Discussmagor socia and economic plansof theplanninginvillageAkbarpur.
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5
F‘.}" WHAT YOUHAVE LEARNT

L ocal areaplanning isaprocessof planning that isconcerned with resolving local

level problemsand issues. Local areaisboth aphysical aswell asacultural at-
tributelikelandscape of an area, local productsof folk dances, handicraftsetc. An
effort to devise way and meansto solve the problems of placesand peopleis
termed asplanning. Planningiscarried out of variouslevelsfromsmall loca area
toaslargeareaastheworld. However, itisthesincere effort of thelocal people
that ensureslocal areaclean, green and prosperous. For local area planning,
formulation of objectivesfixing targetsand prioritiesto beachieved, mobilization
of local and other resourcesfor theexecution of plan, creating socia groupfor the
implementation of the plan and monitoring of progressarethe basic requirements.
Thesuccessof loca areaplanning largely depends upon the ecol ogical and socio-
economic base of thelocality. Assuch local areaplansvary significantly from
placeto place. Thedimensionsof local areaplanning areessentialy tofulfill the
basic and higher needs of the peopl e besides creating adequate opportunitiesfor
employment and income generation to meet the growing needs of local people.

Hence, need based utilization of local resourcesisaprecondition for suchaplan-
ning. Local resourcesrefer toland resourceslikerocksand soils, water resources,

plantationsand forest resources. Assessment of local resources helpsin datacol-

lection and preparation of plan anditsimplementation. Planning is, thus, acontinu-
ousprocess. Indiaismaking planned effortsto devel op itseconomy and areasfor
thewelfare of people. Indiahasdesigned 10 Five Year Plansbased onitspriori-

tiessofar. Prioritieshave been changing during different plan periods. However,

all of these planswereaimed at achieving higher economic growth rateswhile
keeping general welfare of the peopleasthemain goal. Therearedistinct prob-
lemsand potential sof thedifferent regions. Hence, present unique needsfor plan-

ning. Water harvesting and management, protection and promotion of forest, tribal

welfareand protection of wild life, power to the peoplefor managing local envi-

ronment are some of the planning prioritiesof different regionsbased on their
unique needs. Toimprovethequdlity of local environment, utilization of locdl re-
sourcesand initiatives of thelocal peopleareimportant. Thereisaneed for opti-

mal resource utilisation in thelight of resource depletion and their renewability.

Mapsarethebasic toolsand designsfor the devel opment and planning of alocal

area. Assuch use of maps, sketchesand photographshelpsintheidentification of

local issues, collection of datal/information and for finalizing theblueprint of local

areaplanning. The case studies heed to be conducted to analyse the socio-eco-

nomic set up, landuse pattern, amenitiesand socid facilitiesand common property
resourcesin thearea. Based on theresult of the case studies, planning proposals
need to bedevel oped. These proposal must includetheissuesand specific schemes
for environmental, social and economic planning of thearea.
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Local Area Planning

El TERMINAL QUESTIONS

1. Describeany twodimensionsof local areaplanningin brief.

Notes
2. Discussthebasicfeaturesof developing alocal areaplan.

3. Howcanlocd peoplehelptoimprovetheir local areaby loca sdf initiative.

4.  Whatistheutility of mapsin managing theloca areaplanning.

o

Explain the unique needsof tribal aress.

. ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS

30.1

1. Local areaisalocation site specificissue, commodity or community. It
presentsboth physica aswell ascultura landscape, locd productslike handi-
craftsand speciatiesof thelocality such asfolk dances, art artifacts etc.
Local areareflects strong bonds of association with thelocation and people.

Planningisan effort to devisewaysand meansto solvethe problemsfaced
by the peopleand places. It dso aimsat improving theloca environment and
quality of humanlife.

2. Vaiouslevesof planninginindiaare:

Local areaplanning, Block or microlevel planning, District level planning,
Stateleve planning and Nationd level planning.

3. Threechadlengesfor theplanning of an areaare:
A.  Environmenta degradation
B. Poverty andmalnutrition
C.  Unemployment

4. Badcexpectationsof peoplefrom planning.

A. Provisonof basic servicesand amenities.
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B. Devedopmentd projectslikeirrigation, industriesfor increased agricul -
turd and industria productions

C.  Jobgeneration and marketsto sell their products.
Basicrequirementsof planningare:

Formation of goals

Fixingtargetsand priorities.

Mobilization of resources.

Creation of socia group.

mo o ®

Evaluation and monitoring of the progress.

Two examplesof eco-friendly planning are;
A. Tamingtheriversforirrigation and flood control.
B. Pantation

Thereisan apparent need for maintaining abal ance between the availability
of resources and human requirement because resources havelimitations of
renewability and depletion. Hence, utilization of resourceshasto bejudi-
ciousto meet the human requirements.

Thedesigning of treeplantationsin alocal areashould be based onthefol-
lowing:

A. Rdid

B. Climaticconditions

C. Pedologica conditions
D. Natural vegetation

Two examplesof basic and higher needs

a. basic needs (i) Safedrinking water
(if) Basiceducation and hedlth
b. Higher needs (i) Technical Education

(if) Advanced transport system
Two effectsof technologica innovation and institutional support.
a  Technologicd innovations (i) Agriculturd development
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(i) Information Revolution
b.  Inditutiona support (i) Educationfor dl

(ii) Publictransport system
30.3

1. Locd peopleplay sgnificant rolein areaplanning through their experiences
indesigning schemesof development, participationin theimplementation and
execution of planning schemes and cooperation in maintaining the projects
planned.

2. Thespecia emphasisof development during:
A. FirsFiveYear Planwason devel opingirrigation networks.
B. SecondFiveYear Planwason self relianceonindustria development.

3. Theamsof Tenth FiveYear Plan are cleaning of major rivers, rainwater
harvesting, interlinking of rivers, public delivery system, literacy misson, hedlth
foral.

4. Matchthecolumn| with columnll.
A-2, B-1, C-5, D-3, E-4.
304

1. Loca needsvary from areato areadepending upon areaspecificissuesand
problemsand potentia savailablefor devel opment.

2. Local resourcesareimportant for loca areaplanning because devel opment
activitiesaremostly based on resources. Use of local resources, minimizes
the cost of planning and maximisesthe benefitsto local people.

3. Resourcedepletionisthedecreasein theavailable stock of resources. Some
of theresources have been depleted to alarge extent, while othersto alesser
degree.

4. Optimal utilization of resourcesrefersto thejudicioususe of resourcesin
mesting the human requirements so that it continuesto remain sustainable.

30.5

1. Factorssuch assize of the map, detailsto be shown, choice of scale etc.
need to be considered while preparing amap.

2.  Thegeographiclocation of villageAkbarpur isat 25°12' North | atitude and
80°47 Eastlongitude.

GEOGRAPHY

MODULE - 10A

Local Area Planning

Notes




MODULE - 10A

Local Area Planning

Notes

L ocal Area Planning

Theagricultura land use of villageAkbarpur isdominated by rice, jowar and
bajrain kharif season and wheat, gram, pulsesand oil seedsin rabi season.
Thekharif cropsoccupy nearly 63 percent, whereasrabi crops cover about
36 percent and the remaining about 1 percent isdevoted to zaid crops.

Theplanning needsof villageAkbarpur arerel ated to the provisonsof basic
facilities, irrigation facilitiesand agri-industriesfor development.

Seeplanning proposal of Akbarpur under the heads of environmental, socia
and economic planning.

HINTSTO TERMINAL QUESTIONS

a ~ w0 N

Refer to section 30.3
Refer to section 30.5
Refer to section 30.7
Refer to section 30.9
Refer to section 30.7
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