WATER CONSERVATION
IN THE VADAS

Dear student, we have studied about water in the previous chapter.
In this chapter you will study about water conservation in Vedas.
In Vedas, great emphasis is given on water conservation, and

also on importance of water in our life

After studying this chapter, you will be able to:

e Understand the importance of water as given in the Vedas; and

e Understand the basic reason behind water conservation in
Vedas

6.1 WATER CONSERVATION IN ANCIENT TIMES

Water had been considered as life in Ancient Indian culture -
water is life. Very large emphasis is given to sources of water,
importance of water for all living organisms, quality and
usefulness of water and conservation of water in the Vedas. In

Vedas, water is said to have medicinal importance. Aacharya
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Fig. 6.1

Charak has discussed about usefulness of groundwater in Charak

Sanhita.

According to Ancient Indian Civilization, each and every type

of water present in this universe should be conserved by us.

Highest priority is given to the conservation of river water because

they irrigate agricultural fields which are responsible for the

survival of life of all living beings. Flowing water of rivers is

considered pure so we must not pollute rivers.

Seven Sindhu rivers are mentioned in Atharva Ved. These seven

rivers are:

1. Sindhu river

2. Vipasha (Vyas) river
3. Shatudri (Satluj) river
4. Vitasta (Jhelum) river
5. Assikki (Chenab) river

6. Saraswati river
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These rivers have been given respect like mother in Rigveda.
T oTvd HEn frammr fERedRiEg|
v gai Y Affagr wag Notes
(Rigveda 7.50.4)

Rivers satisfy all living beings by providing water, by providing
food etc to them. Rivers love vegetation and they contribute in

pleasure of others.

Rigveda laid emphasis on water conservation and it is said in
Rigveda that water is like our mother. Water should make us
powerful and excellent as ghee makes us. Such water needs to be

protected in whatever form it is present and wherever it is present-

“Irat ST YFUEg gad 1 goa: gl
(Rigveda 10.17.10)

For water conservation, for rain water and flowing water, it has
been said in Vedas O human, rain water and water obtained from
other sources such as well, springs, ponds etc contains many

nutrients.

OBE-Bharatiya Jnana Parampara n



Water Conservation in the Vedas

You should know this and you should become energetic and

powerful by using such nutritious water.

ot e MmN gaemsm,
FUHE YUSHEYEl Hag dife:|

Apamahan divyanampaan srotsyanaam
oopamah prarejnedshava bhavay waajina:

(Atharv ved 19.1.4)

Fig. 6.3

Rain water should be conserved because it is the purest form of
water. In this regard, it has been said in Atharved that rain water

is very good for us -
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fRran : wg anfdet:|

Shiva na santu vaarshiki

(Atharved 1.6.4) I ~ores

Water should be protected from being polluted and our efforts
should be such that water 1s not contaminated. In this reference,
it had been said in Yajurved that water should not be destroyed -

“or Imqt fedm”
" Maa aapo hinsi"

At this instant priest ordered that do not destroy water. It is

priceless.

Nine types of water had been mentioned in Atharvved

(1) Parichara aap: - Water flowing from natural
waterfalls
(i) Hemwati aap: - Water flowing from

mountains covered with

SNOW

(i11) Varshaya aap: - Rain water

(iv) Sanishyada aap: - Water flowing with great
velocity

(v) Anuppa aap: - Water of such place where

there are many marshes
(vi) Dhanvanya aap: - Water of desert land
(vil) Kumbheybhiravaratta aap: - water present in earthern pots
(viil) Anbhrayah aap: - Water of wells

(ix) Utsaya aap: - water of source
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In this way, 1t is clear that water had been given prime importance
in Vedas and its all types are pointed out so that water conservation
can be done. It is need of the hour that we must grasp the message

Notes . . . .
of water conservation given in our ancient texts and try to

conserve water.

It has been said in Vedas that water flows during rainfall and it
flows in the form of rivers. Flowing water is considered pure in
our culture and that's why rivers are considered respectable as
mothers. It had been said in Vedic literature about holiness of
rivers that such a river which originate from mountains and flows
till oceans is holy. Vedic Rishis want to convey us by this message
that we should conserve the flow of rivers. Rivers should be

allowed to flow.

Fig. 6.5

In Athurveda, 'Mitr' and 'Varuna' had been said as God of Rain.
Water 1s formed when Mitr and Varuna meet. Mitr and Varuna

refer to hydrogen and oxygen respectively.
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It had been said in Vedas regarding purification of impure water
that both air and sun purify water. Rays of sun purify water by

destroying germs present in water.

Saying of Rishi of Rigveda is that 'O Humans, You should
consume water which is like honeydew and which has medicinal
properties like them who consume it in correct way. Always be

ready to praise water -

TSR ATSHINd YYD a1 qod arfer: |

Apswadantarmritmapsu bheshjampaamut prashastayey deva

bhakt waajinah

V o
W INTEXT QUESTIONS 6.1

1. How many types of water had been told in Atharved?

(Rigveda 1.23.19)

2. What is meant by Saptsainyav?

3. Write names of any two types of water.

@— WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

e Importance of water in Vedas

e Water conservation in Vedas

H TERMINAL QUESTIONS

1. Write the names of rivers coming under 'Saptsanandhav'
2. Write nine types of water.

OBE-Bharatiya Jnana Parampara

Notes



A
@ ﬂ ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS
6.1

Notes

1. Nine types
2. Seven rivers

3. Parichara water, Hemwati water (You can take others too)

m_ Vijnana, Level-A








<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


