VAK SUKTAM

Dear learner, in this lesson you are going to know about
significance of Speech (vak). The speech which we utter is
described asagoddessin Rigveda. Thereitsnatureand qualities
are mentioned. The Devi Suktam or the Vaak Sutam (Vak
suktam) occurs in the 10th mandala of Rig Veda Samhita as
suktam (a<¥) number 125. The seer of the mantraisvak, the
daughter of rishi ambhrna (31=0m), resulting in the complete
name vagambhrni. The devatais also vagambhrni, meaning
that the seer compl etely identifieswith the seenin this suktam.
The rishika contemplates on the Self (can also be interpreted
as(a) theprimordia speech-paravak, per thelater philosophies
of Kashmir Shaivismor (b) thefirst letter a1, inthe primordial
sabda 3) and on its creative powers and joyfully proclaims
theseversesin praise of the Self (3eafc).
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Vak Suktam

@— WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

After readning thislesson, you will be ableto:

e recite Devi Suktam, and

e know the meaning thissuktam

7.1 VAK SUKTAM

IE T Ag I ERTIgAT e ded fagad: |
EEALEICEMIGINER L R BRI R R ]

aham rudrebhir vasubhis$ caramy aham adityair uta visvadevaih |

aham mitravarunobha bibharmy aham indragnt aham asvinobha ||

| move along with Rudras, the Vasus, the Adityas, also with
theVishvadevas. | hold both Mitraand Varuna, both Indraand
Agni, and both theAsvin brothers.
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aham somam ahanasam bibharmy aham tvastaram uta ptisanam bhagam |

aham dadhami dravinam havismate supravye yajamanaya sunvate ||

| bear the pressed out Soma, also Tvashtri, Pushan and Bhaga.
| grant wealth to the possessor of oblation, to the mindful
institutor of sacrifice and to the performer of Soma
scacrifice.
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Vak Suktam @

#E AP W a1 RfEgs v gfrErm)
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aham rastrT samgamant vasiinam cikitust prathama yajiiityanam |

Note

tam ma deva vy adadhuh purutra bharisthatram bhiiry avesayantim ||

| am the Queen, the gatherer of vasus (treasures), knower of
Brahman, the first (chief) of the object of yagna (worship).
The gods have dispersed me in many places, having many
abodes, causing meto pervade (or overpower) many.

w1 | sEArT A i I Wi 7 € et
=y A @ 39 ety gfr o sfed o e
maya so annam atti yo vipasyati yah praniti ya Tm srnoty uktam |

amantavo mam ta upa ksiyanti srudhi sruta sraddhivam te vadami ||

He who eats food, he who sees, who breathes, who hearsthe
spokenword does so through mealone. Eventhenon-perceivers
of you dwell near me. Hear me! hewho is capable of hearing
mel! | speak to you thecredible.

AeHT WIS geify I8 afvfad argef|
¥ Y e FonfE F gt ait & ARl
aham eva svayam idam vadami justam devebhir uta manusebhih |

yam kamaye tam-tam ugram krnomi tam brahmanam tam rsim tam sumedham ||
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| speak this myself, which isliked by boths gods and men
alike, whomever | wish, | make him powerful, well versedin

Note ¥ knowledge, asageand awiseone.

& T TERT A SRy TRY T 3|
IE ST GHS HONRE Arargryar o fagemi

aham rudraya dhanur a tanomi brahmadvise sarave hantava u

aham janaya samadam krnomy aham dyavaprthivi a vivesa ||

Thebow | stretch for the arrow for Rudraisfor the purpose
of killing the hater of Brahman. | do battlefor people. | have
pervaded heaven and earth.

38 G Rawer gd=m aifiRwa: Jx|
adr i fiy sEarg frdian] af aeione g

aham suve pitaram asya murdhan mama yonir apsv antah samudre |

tato vi tisthe bhuvananu visvotamim dyam varsmanopa sprsami ||

| generatethefather on the summit of this(sky). My sourceis
inthewaters, in theinner ocean. Thence, | spead among all
living creatures, alongside the all-pervading, and with the
vertex | touch that sky.
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Vak Suktam

AENT 919 39 W FIARNHATON - fosrl
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aham eva vata iva pra vamy arabhamana bhuvanani visva |

Note

paro diva para ena prthivyaitavatt mahina sam babhiiva ||

| I only breatheforth, likethewind, while holding together all
living creatures. So great (vast) | have become possessing
greatnessthat | am beyond heaven and thisearth.

(@ CINTEXT QUESTIONS 7.1

1. i Qg T gl o1 SR foiag—
(i) <o & Fg=?
(i) uva f aaf<?
(iii) gt ®fa e aRHAr?
(iv) T a9 & gaf?

e Significanceof Vaak.

e Recitation of vak sukta

e Meaning of vak& sukta
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ﬁ TERMINAL QUESTIONS

1. Describetheimportance of Vaksuktain your ownwords.

Note

Reference:
1. RigVeda

2. Www.ecs.umass.edu
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