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BHAGAVAD GITA
17TH CHAPTER

In this lesson, you will learn that there are three types of faith,
corresponding to and evolving from the three modes of material
nature. Acts performed by those whose faith is in passion and
ignorance yield only impermanent, material results, whereas
acts performed in goodness, in accord with scriptural
injunctions, purity the heart.

After learning this lesson, you will be able to:
• recite all the Shlokas from Bhagavad Gita 17th chapter, and
• explain the meaning of this lesson.
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vFk lIrn'kks·/;k;% A   J)k=;foHkkx;ksx%

vtqZu mokp A

;s 'kkL=fof/keqRl`T; ;tUrs J);kfUork% A

rs"kka fu"Bk rq dk —".k lÙoekgks jtLre% AA ƒ‰&ƒ AA

Arjuna inquired

O Krishna, what is the situation of those who do not follow
the principles of scripture but worship according to their
own imagination?  Are they in goodness, in passion or in
ignorance? 1

JhHkxokuqokp A

f=fo/kk Hkofr J)k nsfguka lk LoHkkotk A

lkfÙodh jktlh pkSo rkelh psfr rka 'k`.kq AA ƒ‰&„ AA

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: According to the
modes of nature acquired by the embodied soul, one's faith
can be of three kinds - in goodness, in passion or in ignorance.
Now hear about this. 2

lÙokuq:ik loZL; J)k Hkofr Hkkjr A

J)ke;ks·;a iq#"kks ;ks ;PNª)% l ,o l% AA ƒ‰&… AA

O son of Bharata, according to one's existence under the various
modes of nature, one evolves a particular kind of faith. The
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living being is said to be of a particular faith according to the
modes he has acquired. 3

;tUrs lkfÙodk nsokU;{kj{kkafl jktlk% A

çsrkUHkwrx.kka'pkU;s ;tUrs rkelk tuk% AA ƒ‰&† AA

Men in the mode of goodness worship the demigods; those in
the mode of passion worship the demons; and those in the mode
of ignorance worship ghosts and spirits. 4

v'kkL=fofgra ?kksja rI;Urs ;s riks tuk% A

nEHkkg³~dkjla;qäk% dkejkxcykfUork% AA ƒ‰&‡ AA

d"kZ;Ur% 'kjhjLFka Hkwrxzkeepsrl% A

eka pkSokUr%'kjhjLFka rkfUo)~;klqjfu'p;ku~ AA ƒ‰&ˆ AA

Those who undergo severe austerities and penances not
recommended in the scriptures, performing them out of pride
and egoism, who are impelled by lust and attachment, who are
foolish and who torture the material elements of the body as
well as the Supersoul dwelling within, are to be known as
demons. 5-6

vkgkjLRofi loZL; f=fo/kks Hkofr fç;% A

;KLriLrFkk nkua rs"kka Hksnfeea 'k`.kq AA ƒ‰&‰ AA

Even the food each person prefers is of three kinds, according
to the three modes of material nature. The same is true of
sacrifices, austerities and charity. Now hear of the distinctions
between them. 7
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vk;q%lÙocykjksX;lq[kçhfrfoo/kZuk% A

jL;k% fLuX/kk% fLFkjk â|k vkgkjk% lkfÙodfç;k% AA ƒ‰&Š AA

Foods dear to those in the mode of goodness increase the
duration of life, purify one's existence and give strength, health,
happiness and satisfaction. Such foods are juicy, fatty,
wholesome, and pleasing to the heart. 8

dV~oEyyo.kkR;q".krh{.k:{kfonkfgu% A

vkgkjk jktlL;s"Vk nq%[k'kksdke;çnk% AA ƒ‰&‹ AA

Foods that are too bitter, too sour, salty, hot, pungent, dry and
burning are dear to those in the mode of passion.  Such foods
cause distress, misery and disease. 9

;kr;kea xrjla iwfr i;qZf"kra p ;r~ A

mfPN"Vefi pkes/;a Hkkstua rkelfç;e~ AA ƒ‰&ƒå AA

Food prepared more than three hours before being eaten, food
that is tasteless, decomposed and putrid, and food consisting
of remnants and untouchable things is dear to those in the mode
of darkness. 10

vQykdkf³~{kfHk;ZKks fof/k–"Vks ; bT;rs A

;"VO;esosfr eu% lek/kk; l lkfÙod% AA ƒ‰&ƒƒ AA
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Of sacrifices, the sacrifice performed according to the directions
of scripture, as a matter of duty, by those who desire no reward,
is of the nature of goodness. 11

vfHklU/kk; rq Qya nEHkkFkZefi pkSo ;r~ A

bT;rs HkjrJs"B ra ;Ka fof) jktle~ AA ƒ‰&ƒ„ AA

But the sacrifice performed for some material benefit, or for
the sake of pride, O chief of the Bharatas, you should know to
be in the mode of passion. 12

fof/kghuel`"VkUua eU=ghuenf{k.ke~ A

J)kfojfgra ;Ka rkela ifjp{krs AA ƒ‰&ƒ… AA

Any sacrifice performed without regard for the directions of
scripture, without distribution of prasadam [spiritual food],
without chanting of Vedic hymns and remunerations to the
priests, and without faith is considered to be in the mode of
ignorance. 13

nsof}txq#çkKiwtua 'kkSpektZoe~ A

czãp;Zefgalk p 'kkjhja ri mP;rs AA ƒ‰&ƒ† AA

Austerity of the body consists in worship of the Supreme Lord,
the brahmanas, the spiritual master, and superiors like the father
and mother, and in cleanliness, simplicity, celibacy and
nonviolence. 14
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vuq}sxdja okD;a lR;a fç;fgra p ;r~ A

Lok/;k;kH;lua pkSo ok³~e;a ri mP;rs AA ƒ‰&ƒ‡ AA

Austerity of speech consists in speaking words that are truthful,
pleasing, beneficial, and not agitating to others, and also in
regularly reciting Vedic literature. 15

eu% çlkn% lkSE;Roa ekSuekRefofuxzg% A

Hkkola'kqf)fjR;srÙkiks ekuleqP;rs AA ƒ‰&ƒˆ AA

And satisfaction, simplicity, gravity, self control
and purification of one's existence are the austerities of the
mind. 16

J);k ij;k rIra riLrfÙjfo/ka ujS% A

vQykdkf³~{kfHk;qZäS% lkfÙoda ifjp{krs AA ƒ‰&ƒ‰ AA

This threefold austerity, performed with transcendental faith
by men not expecting material benefits but engaged only for
the sake of the Supreme, is called austerity in goodness. 17

lRdkjekuiwtkFkaZ riks nEHksu pkSo ;r~ A

fØ;rs rfng çksäa jktla pye/#oe~ AA ƒ‰&ƒŠ AA

Penance performed out of pride and for the sake of gaining
respect, honor and worship is said to be in the mode of passion.
It is neither stable nor permanent. 18
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ew<xzkgs.kkReuks ;RihM;k fØ;rs ri% A

ijL;ksRlknukFkaZ ok rÙkkeleqnkâre~ AA ƒ‰&ƒ‹ AA

Penance performed out of foolishness, with self-torture or
to destroy or injure others, is said to be in the mode of
ignorance. 19

nkrO;fefr ;íkua nh;rs·uqidkfj.ks A

ns'ks dkys p ik=s p ríkua lkfÙoda Le`re~ AA ƒ‰&„å AA

Charity given out of duty, without expectation of return, at the
proper time and place, and to a worthy person is considered to
be in the mode of goodness. 20

;Ùkq çR;qidkjkFkaZ Qyeqfí'; ok iqu% A

nh;rs p ifjfDy"Va ríkua jktla Le`re~ AA ƒ‰&„ƒ AA

But charity performed with the expectation of some return, or
with a desire for fruitive results, or in a grudging mood, is said
to be charity in the mode of passion. 21

vns'kdkys ;íkueik=sH;'p nh;rs A

vlR—reoKkra rÙkkeleqnkâre~ AA ƒ‰&„„ AA

And charity performed at an impure place, at an improper time,
to unworthy persons, or without proper attention and respect
is said to be in the mode of ignorance. 22
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?rRlfnfr funsZ'kks czã.kfL=fo/k% Le`r% A

czkã.kkLrsu osnk'p ;Kk'p fofgrk% iqjk AA ƒ‰&„… AA

From the beginning of creation, the three words om tat sat
were used to indicate the Supreme Absolute Truth. These three
symbolic representations were used by brahmanas while
chanting the hymns of the Vedas and during sacrifices for the
satisfaction of the Supreme. 23

rLeknksfeR;qnkâR; ;Knkuri%fØ;k% A

çorZUrs fo/kkuksäk% lrra czãokfnuke~ AA ƒ‰&„† AA

Therefore, transcendentalists undertaking performances of
sacrifice, charity and penance in accordance with scriptural
regulations begin always with om, to attain the Supreme. 24

rfnR;ufHklU/kk; Qya ;Kri%fØ;k% A

nkufØ;k'p fofo/kk% fØ;Urs eks{kdkf³~{kfHk% AA ƒ‰&„‡ AA

Without desiring fruitive results, one should perform various
kinds of sacrifice, penance and charity with the word tat. The
purpose of such transcendental activities is to get free from
material entanglement. 25

ln~Hkkos lk/kqHkkos p lfnR;srRç;qT;rs A

ç'kLrs deZf.k rFkk lPNCn% ikFkZ ;qT;rs AA ƒ‰&„ˆ AA
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;Ks rifl nkus p fLFkfr% lfnfr pksP;rs A

deZ pkSo rnFkhZ;a lfnR;sokfHk/kh;rs AA ƒ‰&„‰ AA

The Absolute Truth is the objective of devotional sacrifice,
and it is indicated by the word sat. The performer of such
sacrifice is also called sat, as are all works of sacrifice, penance
and charity which, true to the absolute nature, are performed
to please the Supreme Person, O son of Prtha. 26-27

vJ);k gqra nÙka riLrIra —ra p ;r~ A

vlfnR;qP;rs ikFkZ u p rRçsR; uks bg AA ƒ‰&„Š AA

Anything done as sacrifice, charity or penance without faith in
the Supreme, O son of Prtha, is impermanent. It is called asat
and is useless both in this life and the next. 28

Å¡ rRlfnfr Jhen~Hkxon~xhrklwifu"kRlq czãfo|k;ka ;ksx'kkL=s
Jh—".kktqZulaokns J)k=;foHkkx;ksxks uke lIrn'kks·/;k;% AA ƒ‰ AA
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1.  nsfguka J)k dfrfo/kk cºofr\

2. vkgkj% dfr fo/k% Hkofr \

3. rkela ;Ka da ifjp{krsA

4. fde~ lkfÙoda nkue~ Le`re~ AA

5. rkela nkue~ fdEk~ \

• Meaning of the 17th chapter.

• Types of shrddha.

1. Write summery of 17th chapter in your own words.

2. Describe the three types of Donation (Danam).

INTEXT QUESTIONS  9.1

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

TERMINAL QUESTIONS
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9.1

1. f=fo/kk Hkofr J)k nsfguka

2. vkgkjLRofi loZL; f=fo/kks Hkofr fç;% A

3. J)kfojfgra ;Ka

4. ns'ks dkys p ik=s p ríkua

5. vns'kdkys ;íkueik=sH;'p nh;rs A vlR—reoKkra
rÙkkeleqnkâre~ AA

ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS


