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BHAGAVAD GITA
17" CHAPTER

Inthislesson, you will learn that there arethreetypes of faith,
corresponding to and evolving from the three modes of materia
nature. Acts performed by those whosefaithisin passion and
ignoranceyield only impermanent, material results, whereas
acts performed in goodness, in accord with scriptural
injunctions, purity the heart.

After learning thislesson, you will be ableto:

o recitedl the Shlokasfrom Bhagavad Gita17th chapter, and
e explainthemeaning of thislesson.
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9.1 BHAGAVAD GITA

YT ATCINSHR: | SGTAITIRTINT:
vtiu mokp A

A AR I Sgartadr: |
A9l ST g &1 HWT A8l I TH: || 99—9 | |

Note

Arjunainquired

O Krishna, what is the situation of those who do not follow
the principles of scripture but worship according to their
own imagination? Are they in goodness, in passion or in
ignorance? 1

JhHkxokuokp A
e wafq sigr <f2= A1 wWHras |
Aricaes! STl =i ardl afd i 97 || 99— ||

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: According to the
modes of nature acquired by the embodied soul, one's faith
can be of threekinds - in goodness, in passion or inignorance.
Now hear about this. 2

HETIOUT FaR Hgl qdfd IR |
ASTHAIST JouT AT Jegg: 1 Ud 3 || 99—3 ||

O son of Bharata, according to one's existence under thevarious
modes of nature, one evolves a particular kind of faith. The
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living being is said to be of aparticular faith according to the
modes hehasacquired. 3

IoTwd ATRIDT TATIETRETRT ST |
UATRTONE=] of=<d Il S || 99—% | |

Men in the mode of goodnessworship the demigods; thosein
the mode of passionworship the demons; and thoseinthemode
of ignorance worship ghostsand spirits. 4

emEfafed gR au=d I Jul o+ T |
SRS HREYTD: BEREEAT AT || 99—y ||

DHYI: TR AU |
Al AAAIRIRE] AIGATGRETIIT || 99—¢ | |

Those who undergo severe austerities and penances not
recommended in the scriptures, performing them out of pride
and egoism, who areimpelled by lust and attachment, who are
foolish and who torture the material elements of the body as
well as the Supersoul dwelling within, are to be known as
demons. 5-6

BRI Fawg fqer wafa g |
ISEAYLTAT & AT HalHH ] || 99— ||

Even thefood each person prefersisof threekinds, according
to the three modes of material nature. The same is true of
sacrifices, austeritiesand charity. Now hear of thedistinctions
betweenthem. 7
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Gﬂ:ﬁﬁaalil‘aﬁﬁﬂllalaaﬁﬂli I

T R ReRT eIl SERT: WIdebioan: || 99— ||
Foods dear to those in the mode of goodness increase the
duration of life, purify one'sexistence and give strength, hedth,

happiness and satisfaction. Such foods are juicy, fatty,
wholesome, and pleasing to the heart. 8

HETAAIINWT T weA IR |
SMMERT ST GRNBTHINGT: || 99—¢ | |

Foodsthat aretoo bitter, too sour, salty, hot, pungent, dry and
burning are dear to those in the mode of passion. Such foods
causedistress, misery and disease. 9

ATTATH AR Yfd 9YRd 9 Iq |
SFeoeH amed Ao dHAbaH || 99—90 ||

Food prepared more than three hours before being eaten, food
that istasteless, decomposed and putrid, and food consisting
of remnants and untouchablethingsisdear to thoseinthemode
of darkness. 10

eI GE e faftigser I goad |
JEeIHdfT I AU 9 Aikdd: || 99—99 | |
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Of sacrifices, the sacrifice performed according to thedirections
of scripture, asamatter of duty, by thosewho desire no reward,
Isof the nature of goodness. 11

Note

AT J ol SRR g Iq |
SUd AU d I51 fafg o 11 99—9 ||

But the sacrifice performed for some material benefit, or for
the sake of pride, O chief of the Bharatas, you should know to
bein the mode of passion. 12

I Tagse~ F=gaafeor |
JgTfaRfed It amd aRkaerd |1 99—93 ||

Any sacrifice performed without regard for the directions of
scripture, without distribution of prasadam [spiritual food],
without chanting of Vedic hymns and remunerations to the
priests, and without faith is considered to be in the mode of
ignorance. 13

SdfgoReuTsgo SreMTeiaq |
SETdAfeT 9 AR d9 IFd || 99—93 ||

Austerity of the body consistsinworship of the SupremeLord,
the brahmanas, the spiritual master, and superiorslikethefather
and mother, and in cleanliness, simplicity, celibacy and
nonviolence. 14
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ISR AR A afdd 9 aq |

WIS dlg aredd a9 S2d || 99—9% | |

Austerity of speech consistsin speaking wordsthat aretruthful,
pleasing, beneficial, and not agitating to others, and also in
regularly reciting Vedic literature. 15

A 9IS AR AFACAAE: |
A& RTTd AFFg=ad |1 99—9% ||

And satisfaction, simplicity, gravity, self control
and purification of one's existence are the austerities of the
mind. 16

FGIT IRAT d quRdRefaef -R: |
HeAThHIFSEf i : dfkad aRaer || 99—99 ||

Thisthreefold austerity, performed with transcendental faith
by men not expecting material benefits but engaged only for
the sake of the Supreme, is called austerity in goodness. 17

AehRATTYSI qUl ™ g I |

fhad dfeg U o Iaesaq || 99—9< | |

Penance performed out of pride and for the sake of gaining
respect, honor and worshipissaid to bein the mode of passion.
It isneither stable nor permanent. 18
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AU Jdrear fhac au: |

R AT ar ddiddaledy || 99—9& ||

Penance performed out of foolishness, with self-torture or
to destroy or injure others, is said to be in the mode of
ignorance. 19

Note

At ger SRIASIUSTRY |
<2 BTl I UH ° e Alidd Faq || 99—=0 | |

Charity given out of duty, without expectation of return, at the
proper time and place, and to aworthy personisconsidered to
bein the mode of goodness. 20

I TGUBRI Herqesd a . |
A T URfFAT qEE o Faq || 99—39 ||
But charity performed with the expectation of somereturn, or

with adesirefor fruitiveresults, or inagrudging mood, issaid
to be charity inthe mode of passion. 21

JIHI JSHHITITT QI |

3‘N‘|CC({7C|“|C|SHC|. ddiaddaledy [ 99— ||

And charity performed at animpure place, at animproper time,
to unworthy persons, or without proper attention and respect
Issaid to beinthe mode of ignorance. 22
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il Qe seroREfde: wa: |

STEIURKIA d]Ted Jemed fafddr QT || 99—=3 ||

Note §  From the beginning of creation, the three words om tat sat
were used to indicate the SupremeAbsolute Truth. Thesethree
symbolic representations were used by brahmanas while
chanting the hymns of the Vedas and during sacrificesfor the
satisfaction of the Supreme. 23

TGRS ATad b |
ad= depT: ada serdne™ || 99—=% | |

Therefore, transcendentalists undertaking performances of
sacrifice, charity and penance in accordance with scriptural
regulations begin alwayswith om, to attain the Supreme. 24

AfCIAATEg el Ierau:fhar |
qHfhareg fafdem: fohawr AeTarfset™ |1 99—y ||

Without desiring fruitive results, one should perform various
kinds of sacrifice, penance and charity with theword tat. The
purpose of such transcendental activitiesisto get free from
material entanglement. 25

A ARG 9 Afedaorgsad |
TR BHIOT T Fewes: Ut IS || 99—& | |
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Te quisT < 9 Refa: dfefa g |
HY g dedid IfeIarfead || 99— ||

The Absolute Truth is the objective of devotional sacrifice, | Note
and it is indicated by the word sat. The performer of such
sacrificeisalso caled sat, asaredl worksof sacrifice, penance

and charity which, true to the absolute nature, are performed

to please the Supreme Person, O son of Prtha. 26-27

JFGAT B & UKW Hd I Iq |
Jrafecg=ad el 9 F I9™ A1 88 || 99— ||

Anything done as sacrifice, charity or penancewithout faithin
the Supreme, O son of Prtha, isimpermanent. It iscalled asat
and isuselessbothinthislifeand the next. 28

$ qfeld s I aRuTRy Saidemal AT
SMPUAHATG STFHITINART A A || 99 ||
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PR
e « INTEXT QUESTIONS 9.1

A

Note

<feqT s1gT Sfafaer g=afa?
JMER: Hid faer: wafa ?

I IS 6 gRaeTd |

fbq arfkasd =Y g | |

a & W bdp F

A < b ?

@ WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

e Meaning of the 17th chapter.

e Typesof shrddha.

TERMINAL QUESTIONS

1.  Writesummery of 17th chapter inyour ownwords.

2.  Describethethreetypesof Donation (Danam).
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ifqen wafay sgr <fei
JMERTA A =fden vafa o |
ggIaRizd I5

Y PBlol I YA I dEM

o k~ 0N PF

QDI JEFAURRIT S | FAhaAd=d
g eTedq | |
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