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CULTURAL CHANGE IN THE
TWENTIETH CENTURY

The twentieth century is often remembered through its landmark events such as the
Bolshevik Revolution, the World Wars, Fascism and the liberation of Asian and Afri-
can nationsfrom colonial rule.
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All these devel opments were undoubtedly crucial and left their deep imprint on the
contemporary world. However, it isimportant to note that society istransformed not
just by dramatic occurrences but also many slow and long ter m changesin economy
and culture and demography. The twentieth century was also a period of numerous
such changes some of which were imperceptible to people living through them but
which, inthelong run, played amajor rolein giving to the world its present form.

In the previous chapter you learnt about a number of such developments including
demographic explosion, rapid urbanization and the phenomenal growth of the middle
and the working classes over the past century.
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Akinto such changesinthe socid structure or rel ations between major socia groupsin
different countries, cultural transfor mation i.e. changesin people’'svalues, attitudes,
artistic tastes etc. also came during the same period through a slow and long term
transformation. In the following chapter we shall try to closely examine some of these
cultural changes and al so assess whether they are leading to the evolution of awidely
shared global culturetoday or to more tensions and frictions between cultures.

OBJECTIVES

After studying thislesson, you will be ableto:
e explain the various meanings of the term culture;
e highlight the peculiar features and problems of interpreting culture;

e enumerate the mgor changes which came about in science, art, religion, educa-
tion, media, recreation and attitudes and val ues during the twentieth century and

e assess the balance between ‘globalization’ or creation of an integrated world
economy and culture and continuing resistance to western dominance today.

28.1 CULTURE DEFINED

But before we begin our journey into cultural changes of the twentieth century, it
would be useful to carefully examine the various meanings given to the term
cultureindifferent disciplines.

Indeed, cultureisone of the most complex termsin social sciences. Not only because
it refersto a wide range of attributes such as customs, habits and values etc. which
are difficult to measure or quantify but also because the term has been used in a
variety of ways by different scholars.

For example, in official announcements and news bulletins, the term culture is fre-
quently used to refer to artistic creations and intellectual achievements primarily.
ThusIndian cultureis showcased through our classical and folk music, danceforms,
literature etc. with this usage of the term.

In asharp departure from this notion, anthropol ogists use the term culture to refer to
the whole way of life of acommunity including its cuisine, dress, work and leisure
routines as well as popular customs, festivals etc. In this usage the focus is not so
much on the exclusive or classical achievements of great artists and thinkers but on
everyday practiceswhich have been traditionally shared or accepted in acommunity.
Thusinthe study of Indian culture thefocus on our popular festivals, religioustradi-
tions and also the caste system would be important according to this definition.

In yet another interpretation of the term culture, it is the implicit values, beliefs
and attitudes widely shared or understood in a community that are recognized as
the core of any culture. Thus Indian cultureis supposed to have traditionally valued
family bonds and respect for elders much more than the western world where
children mostly leave their parents after marriage and the marital bond has aso
become extremely fragile.

In contrast to this concern with mentdities or ideals and belief patterns, archaeologists
prefer to focus on material culture or commonly used artifacts such as pottery, jewelry,
buildingsetc. of ancient communitieswhoseremainsthey try tolocatethrough excavations.
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If you wereto carefully review the preceding definitions you would note that culture
can be studied with two different criteriain mind: of artistic and intellectual refine-
ment on one hand and of historically shared or popular traditions on the other. The
latter can also be identified at different levels: in material objects, practices or in
values and attitudes.

Following these multiple facets of culture, we shall now briefly go through some
outstanding developmentsin related fields such as the sciences, arts, entertainment,
values, religion and education which were witnessed in the twentieth century.
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Lq | INTEXT QUESTIONS 28.1

1. Givetwo exampleeach of revolutionary and slow modes of changewitnessedin
the twentieth century.

2. Compareand contrast variousinterpretations of the term culture. Can you locate
some common features in these interpretations?

3. Why isculture such adifficult termin social sciences?

28.2 SCIENCEAND TECHNOLOGY

Perhaps the most remarkabl e achievement of the twentieth century was the phenom-
enal growth of science and technology which affected and transformed every aspect
of life from entertainment and education to transport and communication at a very
rapid pace during the period. Cars and aeroplanes, radio and transistors, movies and
television, calculators and computers, satellites and mobile phones and lasers and
organ transplants are only some of the new products and services made available by
modern technology during the preceding century.

Behind this spate of technological innovationslay very intricate developmentsin vari-
ous scientific realms such as sub atomic physics, genetic and molecular biology and
space research. Some of the famous scientists who made major discoveriesin these
fields were Marie Curie, Albert Einstein, Fyneman and Homi J. Bhabha.

Fig. 28.2.1 Marie Fig. Fig. 28.2.3 Albert Fig. 28.2.4 Homi J.
Curry, Discoveryof  28.2.2 Richard P Einstin, Nuclear Bhabha®, Nuclear
Radioactivity Fyneman Scientist Scientist
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But by and large recent scientific advancements have not been aproduct of individual
genius so much as of large teams of scientists drawn from various countries of the
world and concentrated in heavily funded research centers in advanced countries,
specialy the USA.

It is also important to note that while contemporary science and technology have
offered numerous benefits to people, at the same time, the apprehension and fear of
science amongst people has also grown simultaneously. Partly thisis due to the in-
comprehensibility of latest advances in modern science even to educated laymen.
What makes modern science perhaps even more awesome is its power to manufac-
ture evermore destructive weapons and to threaten the delicate ecological balance on
the earth.

Obvioudly, social accountability and responsibility of scientistsand governments pro-
moting and guiding scientific research is high in the present epoch.

The Arts and Literature

Besides science, the twentieth century has also been atime of considerable growth
of art forms such as painting, music and literature and of the emergence of some
totally novel artistic media such as cinemaand recorded music.

Some of the magjor art movements which shaped new creative work in this period
across countries were modernism, socialist realism and postmodernism. In fact mod-
ernism evolved as ‘avant garde’ or leading art trend in Europe in the last quarter of
nineteenth century and became a worldwide influence in the twentieth century.

Although modernism had diverse streams such as symbolism, impressionism and sur-
realism, one major tendency common to them all has been the urge to uncover the
deeper world of subconscious feelings and thoughts instead of portraying the appar-
ent world of objects and persons as they appear. Further, to give expression to this
modernist concern with subjective and subconscious elements, conventional modes
of artistic expression had also to be transcended and new and bold experimentstried
repeatedly which often ook extremely abstract and incomprehensibleto an untrained
viewer.

Some of the great modernists who evolved their own styles in this vein were the
Spanish painter Pablo Picasso famousfor introducing ‘ cubism’ or multi dimensional
view of figuresin paintings and the famous I rish writer James Joyce who introduced
the technique of ‘the stream of consciousness' in hiswork called Ulysses.

Fig. 28.3 Picasso
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Ironically, while most modernists were extremely bold and experimental in evolving
new modes of artistic expression, intheir social and political outlook, many of them
remained apathetic to political challenges of their time and deeply pessimistic about
modern civilization or even the human condition asawhole.

In the same period, however, another branch of artists expressed a more forward
looking and hopeful vision of social transformationin their worksthrough the genre of
socialist realism. Playwrights like Bertold Brecht in Germany and George Bernard
Shaw of Britain and novelists like Maxim Gorki and poets like Alexander Blok in
Russia can be counted as the leading lights of this trend. These poets and writers
wereinspired by the ideals of an egalitarian transformation of society.

The Bolshevik Revolution and the creation of the Soviet Union inspired many and
socialist realism as an art trend continued to inspire considerable creative work in
many non communist countries caught in the fierce trap of colonial, feudal and capi-
talist exploitation simultaneously. In India, for example, the Progressive Writers' As-
sociation was formed by master poets like Majaz and Josh in 1940s with explicit | eft
sympathies, and other masters such as Premchand reflected deep social concernsin
their realist accountsof rural life of their times. Similarly, in China, great realist writ-
ing with socialist leaningswas penned by ageniuslike Lu Hsunwhilein Latin America
the anti US resistance inspired the poetry of Pablo Neruda.

In fact, the flowering of art and literature in Asian, African and Latin American
countries in the nineteenth and twentieth centuriesis one of the most significant
developments of recent times. Artists in such countries gave expression to the
nationalist aspirations on one hand and also dealt with the problem of feudal and
emerging capitalist exploitation within their societies, as also the peculiar chal-
lenge of synthesizing their traditions with arapid surge of modernization on the
other. From the creative genius of Rabindranath Tagore a hundred years ago to
the post colonial musings of Gabriel GarciaMarquez in Latin Americaand Chinua
Acebe of Africa, this engagement has produced some of the finest literature of
recent times.

Philosophy and the Human Sciences

In terms of students, faculty positions in universities and publications, the Human
Sciences (Social Sciences and Psychology) have seen a phenomenal expansion in
the twentieth century and specially after the Second World War in most countries of
theworld.

However, a ong with expansion and the growing racefor publications and promotions
amongst social scientists has come agrowing tendency for specialization and jargon
which characterizes lots of academic writing today.

In fact, the birth of specialized disciplines from a comprehensive and unspecialized
approach to socia and philosophical enquiry can be traced back to early nineteenth
century in Europe when economics, political science, sociology, anthropology and
psychology gradually emerged asdistinct disciplineswith their own specific methods
and delimited concerns.

Meanwhile, philosophy under theinfluence of thinkerslikeA.J. Ayer and Wittgenstein
itself shifted focusincreasingly from probing broader questions about ethicsand poli-
tics to a narrower and rigorous concern with clarifying the nature of language and
symbols through which issues are posed.
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Great Thinkers

Fig.284.1 E.P. Fig. 28.4.2 Amartya Sen
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Thisdoesnot imply that broader questions about causation, human nature and change
are not being posed today. Great thinkerslike Bertrand Russell, Noam Chomsky and
LouisAlthusser continued to write on a broad range of concerns.

Fa\

Le__ 1 INTEXT QUESTIONS28.2.1

1. Name four outstanding scientists of the twentieth century along with the
discoveries.

2. Name the major art movements which influenced artists and writers across
nationsin the twentieth century.

3. Nameafew thinkerswho continued to writeinnovatively on ethical and political
issues at atime when excessive specialization and jargon came to dominate the
majority of scholarly writing in the preceding century.

28.3 CULTURAL INSTITUTIONSAND SYMBOLS

While changing concerns and achievements of scientists, philosophersand artistsare
important aspectsof cultural history, changesin cultural institutions such asreligions,
folklore, language, education systems and the mass mediaare al so extremely signifi-
cant to notein any study of cultural change. Anthropologistsrefer to these ascultural
institutions or symbol systems which represent coherent patterns of values and
worldview to the participants. Such cultural symbols are of historical significance
not only because they address basic human needsfor information, entertainment and
faith or “‘meaning’ in life but also because they have amajor role in shaping popular
values, beliefs, emotions and behavior patterns commonly observed in different
social groups.

HISTORY

MODULE - 5
Contemporary World

169




MODULE - 5
Contemporary World

170

HETWENTIETH CENTURY

But it isimportant to note here that in most societies, the regulation and control of
cultural institutions such as education and the mass mediais mostly in the hands of
the dominant elites who control property aswell as centres of power. You are famil-
iar with the Brahmanical influence on Hindu beliefs regarding caste system, sati etc.
which enabled the upper castes especially in ancient Indiato monopolise thefruits of
labor performed by the Sudras. Similarly, in modern times, the capitalist class exer-
cises vast influence on the mass media and seeks to mould popular beliefs and atti-
tudes in such away asto facilitate its dominance over the exploited masses with or
without the use of force.

Within thisgeneral model of the operation of cultural institutions, numerousvariations
can be seenin their characteristics or ‘meaning’ . The past century wasindeed atime
of rapid transformation when fundamental changes occurred not only in the message
and content of education, religion and folklore etc. but also in the balance between
these major cultural institutions across countries.

LANGUAGES

One of the principal ingredients of any cultureisitslanguage. The twentieth century
witnessed a dramatic transformation of the linguistic map of the world aslocal dia-
lects spoken by the masses as well as classical languages like Sanskrit and Latin,
which had been the privileged mediaof learning amongst scholarsfor centuries, gave
way to select national languages adopted by regions to express their emerging na-
tional identities.

It has been estimated that nearly 6500 languages are still spoken in the world today.
Nearly half of these are spoken by tiny communities and are in the process of be-
coming extinct already. Ten major languages are mother tongues of morethan half of
world’spopulation already. (Source: Foundation for Endangered L anguages website)

Another interesting feature of the changing language pattern of the globe in recent
times has been the growth of bilinguism or familiarity with at least two languages
amongst a growing number of educated people across the globe. The English lan-
guage has particularly emerged as the second adopted language with the growth of
globalization and the emergence of the internet. While the Chinese remain the big-
gest linguistic group in theworld still, the number of people knowing English (about
10% of globa population) is second and the number knowing English as second
language isthe highest.

Another major development amongst languages in the twentieth century under the
impact of growing education and mass media has been the growing mixture between
them. While Englishitself has adopted anumber of new wordsfrom other languages
including French and Hindi, the evol ution of Hinglish or the spoken mixture of Hindi,
Urdu and English amongst educated Indiansis also noteworthy in this context.

FOLK TRADITIONS

The twentieth century also saw a mgjor transformation in the position of folklore in
popular culture across societies. Dozens of traditional artsand modes of entertainment
such as puppet shows, story telling, mythological drama, folk dances etc have quietly
but surely got marginalized within the past century over most of the devel oping world.
Age old songs, tales and fables which had been used by communities to both transmit
ideas and values to succeeding generations rapidly lost ground to professionally pro-
duced entertainment and news programs broadcast through the modern mass media.
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Yet some effort is being made by states as well as civic agencies, as in India, to
preserve them through financial and institutional support now.

MASS MEDIA

On the other hand radio, cinema, gramophone records, television, cassettes and CDs
and computers and mobile phones arrived in quick succession and revol utionized the
way we receive information, entertain ourselves, relate to each other or even think
and respond to social and political issues.

Though some of the new medialike cinemaand television have been used for produc-
ing highly artistic and educational programsalso by great artists of the century such as
Charlie Chaplin, Satygjit Ray and Steven Spielberg yet, thelogic of advertising and the
competition for a mass audience which is the driving force behind these media has
encouraged more and more sensationalism, sex and violence in their programs.

The attention commanded by these new channel s of mass communication and enter-
tainment has been historic. Thus it was found during a survey that in the USA a
majority of families already had two TV setsin 1980 and that an average child there
spent twice as much time before television asin study or sports.

RELIGION

Besdestraditiona art formsandfolklore, another major cultural ingtitution whoserolein
most societieshasgot delimited over the past century isreligion. In both the devel oped and
the developing world, predominantly secular outlooks and loyalties such as humanism,
nationalism and democracy have inspired vast movements and commitment amongst
people over the past century. This is not to say that nationalists (who profess a strong
loyalty to anation state) or the humanists (who vaue human life more than the after life)
can't bereligious at the sametime. Indeed, in dmogt al the countries, most people (spe-
cidly women) continue to count themselves amongst believers to this day. In a 1981
survey of religiousbdliefsinthe USA, for example, only about 10% of people described
themsalvesasatheists. Moreover, pilgrimages and the production of devotiona literature
and songs etc has actualy grown phenomenally over the past century.

Yet, the shrinking influence of religion in everyday lifeisalso evident in the fact that
religion does not permeate daily practices ranging from greetings, meals, celebra-
tions, public ceremonies etc specially in thecitiesin the manner it did only ahundred
years back. Secondly, religious values and outlook do not entirely encompass other
major socia institutions such as the state, arts etc. as they did earlier and a vast
number of our practicestoday are actually carried onin amanner quite contradictory
to common religious beliefs. Thus, only a century ago, most marriages even in the
west were solemnized in the church and baptism for every new born was almost
mandatory. By 1990, it was discovered in France that only 30% of couples got mar-
ried in church. Divorce and abortion which were prohibited by the church have be-
come not only legalized in most countriesin the west but also increasingly accepted
and destigmatised. Similar trendsare visiblein many Asian and African countriestoo.

EDUCATION

Whilereligion has ceased to define, in recent times, therulesand ideal soperativein a
growing number of social realms, modern education based on secular and scientific
knowledge has grown phenomenally over the same period. Therequirementsof modern
educated citizens proficient in reading, writing and calculations and proud of their
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national history and heritage was strongly felt not only for manning the modern posts
in the state and industrial and service sectors of the economy but also for creating a
homogeneous body of citizensintrinsically loyal to their nation states.

Most western countries had made school education compulsory and affordable or
free in the nineteenth century itself. In the previous century, the newly liberated
nations in Asia and Africa also made efforts in the same direction though with less
success due to limited resources and the heavy burden of the colonial and alien
pattern in their education systems. In our country, more than half of the population
remained non literate as late as 1980 and only in the preceding two decades has the
proportion of non literates come down to 25% approximately.

Meanwhile university education expanded rapidly from the middle of the twentieth
century. Thus, in 1939, in advanced countrieslike Britain and France, lessthan 0.1%
of the population wereenrolled in colleges. By late 1990s, however, nearly 2% of the
population in most of these nations could be receiving college education (a twenty
foldincrease). Indeed, between 1960 and 1980, higher education expanded phenom-
enally in the devel oping world too and similar proportion of studentsin these poorer
countries got enrolled in universities soon even though their vocational and primary
education still remained undevel oped. Further, due to amuch smaller organized sec-
tor in their economies the problem of educated unemployed was also stupendousin
these countries.

University students have been activein socia and cultural protests. Thelargescaleand
simultaneous student protests which spread like wild fire from New York and San
Fransisco to Paris and Prague in 1968 are still remembered for their radicalism since
they sought to not only oppose repressive state policies and educational eitismwithin
these countries, but a so spawned robust internationalism and anti war anti imperialist
sentiments by challenging US intervention in Vietnam. In the more recent decades,
however, especidly after thefall of the Soviet Union and the proliferation of escapist
entertainment channels, student protests seem to be in a state of [ull worldwide.
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Lq 1 INTEXT QUESTIONS

1. What is meant by the term cultural institutions in the given text? Name some
major institutions of culture.

2. In what ways did the linguistic pattern of the globe change in the twentieth
century?

3.  Name the various new channels of mass communication which revolutionized
the ways in which we receive news, information, entertainment and talk today.

284 GLOBALIZATION

Therise of modern education, mass mediaand secular political ideol ogies have con-
tributed to another significant development of the twentieth century, namely,
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globalization. The process of globalization may be defined as the emergence of a
more and moreintegrated world with growing networks of multi-national trade, manu-
facturing and finance as well as political and welfare agencies such as the United
Nations and professional bodies such as the World Social Forum uniting an over-
whelming number of peoplein ties of interdependence though on unequal termsfa-
voring therich.

Thegrowth of multi national corporations, the availability of goodsand servicesfrom
acrosstheglobein city mallsand over theinternet, cheap and instant communication
of ideas, news and information across the globe, the emergence of global trends and
marketsin fashion, food and entertainment are al indications of the extent of global-
ization apparent today.

Hereit isimportant to understand that globalization did not suddenly emergein the
twentieth century. Global trading networks and flow of medical and technical knowl-
edge can be traced back to earlier periods too. The process of colonization of non
European countries by European powers from the beginning of the sixteenth century
stepped up the unequal integration of theworld in aphenomenal way. But the growth
of powerful and far reaching transnational corporations and associations and global
media networks are more specific to the preceding century only.

While these new channels enable global flows of goods, services and information and
may be expected to bring greater choice and possibly prosperity to some regions, the
reality isthat not only havethey suddenly disrupted age old cultural patternsand social
customs but are also moulding the entire world in western habits and values generally,
besides further sharpening inequalities between the rich and the poor acrossthe globe.

Unfortunately, within this advance of western ideas and habits acrossthe globe again,
themigration of the great ideal s of liberty, equality and democracy into the non west-
ernworld have been much more difficult than the contagion of western individualism,
materialism, break up of thejoint family and community ties, loneliness, neurosisetc.
On top of this, in many developing countries, the problems of rampant poverty, cor-
ruption, criminalization, lawlessnessor dictatorshipsstill complicate the situation omi-
noudly.

In this scenario, great responsibility falls on the shoulders of the young to make the
right choices between enticing options and steer their countriesthrough the whirlwind
of cultural and socia change expected to accelerate in the new century.
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While leaders, battles and revol utions have a major influence on the world at times,
slow and imperceptible changes in demography, social classes and widely shared
beliefs, values and attitudes al so transform it cumul atively.

The twentieth century was a unigue time of magjor changes of the latter type too.
Thus science and technol ogy grew on aphenomenal pacein this period whilethearts,
philosophy and literature experienced worldwide movements such as Modernism,
Socialist Realism and Postmodernism, and universal cultural institutions such aslan-
guage, religion, education and mass mediasaw mammoth quantitative and qualitative
changesin their working.

HISTORY

MODULE - 5
Contemporary World

173




MODULE - 5
Contemporary World

174

HETWENTIETH CENTURY

Asaresult of these all round and speedy transformations, theworld isalso becoming
more and more globalised now. Thisinvolvesincreasing integration of most countries
of the world not only in terms of production and consumption of goods and services
but also through exchange of news, information, ideas and entertainment.

Whilethese growing cultural changes offer new opportunitiesfor learning and mobil-
ity to today’syouth, they also pose challenges such asincreasing global competition,
rising egoism, consumerism and hedonism and resultant alienation from family, coun-
try and collective efforts for building ajust, prosperous and free society.

i l TERMINAL QUESTIONS

1. Unprecedented growth of science and technology in the twentieth century has
not been an unmixed boon. Comment

2. Degspite the fact that most people in the world still describe themselves as reli-
gious, theroleof religionin public life has declined in recent times. Explain.

3. Describetheroleof education and studentsin cultural transformation during the
twentieth century.

o

Describe the relationship between globalization and westernization and also re-
flect on the challenges as well opportunities they bring to cultures of countries
such as India.

AN

[~ | ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS

28.1

1. Examplesof Revolutionary Changes of the twentieth century include the birth
of the Soviet Union in 1917 and the independence of colonized nations of Asia
andAfrica, led by Indiafrom 1947. lllustrations of slow but major cultural changes
of the same period include the spread of literacy and ideas through expansion of
educational institutions as well as mass media and the increasing globalization
of entertainment, news and knowledge production.

2. Theterm culture has been used in two different ways by socia scientists. to refer
to creative work in the arts, literature, philosophy etc and to denote common val-
ues, beliefsand behavior patterns of acommunity deriving fromitsshared history,
physical environment and traditions of language, folklore etc. While the former
notion of cultureis often exclusive to highly talented minds the latter pertainsto
socia groups asawhole. Both, however, speak of mental phenomenamainly.

3. Theterm cultureis as difficult asit isimportant in social sciences because its
usage varies across thinkers and al so because it refers to phenomenawhich are
neither concrete nor measurable.

28.2
1. Among the outstanding scientists of the twentieth century were: Marie Curie
(wholaid down her lifewhileworking on the process of radiation); Albert Einstein
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(credited with the devel opment of thetheory of relativity); Fyneman (responsible
for the development of the wave theory of sub atomic particles) and Charles
Babbage (who did pioneering work in the creation of computers).

2. Modernism, Socidist realism, Postmodernism. —
3. Bertrand Russell, Noam Chomsky, E.P. Thompson, Amartya Sen.
28.3

1. Culturd institutions here refer to symbol systems which are designed to shape
attitudes, beliefs and valuesin acommunity. Some of the major cultural institu-
tionsfoundinall societiesarereligion, education, language, folklore and customs
and the means of mass communication.

2. The twentieth century saw the further consolidation of national languages or
major regional languages over local dialects and classical tonguesin Asian and
severa African countriestoo. At the same time, English has emerged asamajor
link language of aglobalisingworld.

3. Telephones, radio, cinema, television, tape recorders, compact discs, computers,
communication satel lites and mobile phones.

HINTSTO TERMINAL QUESTIONS

1. Refer 28.2
2. Refer 28.3
3. Refer 28.3.6
4. Refer 28.4
Project Work

Cultural change is often slow and imperceptible. But the twentieth century has wit-
nessed arelatively rapid transformation of culturetoo. Ask your eldersand try to cite
some examplestoillustrate cultural transformation witnessed withintheir lifetime.

Cite some elements of unity underlying thediversity in Indian culturein the realm of
values, arts, institutions and customstoday.

GLOSSARY

Culture : Shared values, beliefs and customs of a community on one
hand and creativeworksinthearts, literature, philosophy or
science on the other.

Globalisation : Thegrowing integration of theworld through increasing cross
country networksof communication, entertainment, business
and politics.

Jargon ; Excessive use of technical and unfamiliar terms instead of
everyday wordsin adisplay of scholarship.

Bilingualism : Ability to use and comprehend two languages with equal
competence.

M oder nism : A mgjor twentieth century aesthetic trend which sought to
express inner pains and problems of modern society.

Secularisation Thedeclining roleof religionin public life without necessar-

ily involving therise of atheism.
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