COMPOSITION

Any compositionisan expression of emotionsand feelingsof theartist emerging
out of theinner most layer of theheart. Such fedingsare expressed through colour,
lines, shape etc. They al are employed in such a manner that an expressive
compositioniscreated. In such compostionseverything needsbein proper baance,
rhythm and harmony. The compaosition becomesimba anceif any of theseessentia
elements is dropped. This necessitates harmonic communion of all shapes.
Composition, therefore, meansthe approporiate use of essential elementsinthe
processof painting.

OBJECTIVES

After studying and practicing thislesson thelearner will beableto:

i) learnto place 2-3 or more than these objects on one piece of paper in
systematic manne;

i)  create different shapeseffectively in producing acomposition;
i)  show light and shadeeffectively with pencil;

Iv)  sketch based ontheimagination, out linefor the composition;
v) sdectthesubject for painting effectively; and

Vi)  usethecoloursappropriately inpainting.

Geometrical Forms of Composition

Thecompostioninwhich geometrica figureshavebeen usediscalled Geometrica
composition. Takeasimpleplain paper to makeacomposition. Cut itinthe shape
of 10"x10" or 10"x15" or useyour own imagination to draw ashapewith pencil
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and scale, on the paper, in agreement with the concept of imagination. Insidethis
picture, draw shapesintheform of circles, rectanglesand triangular. Later onfill in
the coloursto makeacomposition. Youmay a so use black or dark coloured papers
cut in different shapes and decorate them on the paper you want to make a
composition. Thiswill facilitate you to know basicsof composition and you will be
ableto makeacomposition easily.

Remember, the composition should be harmonious and balanced irrespective of the
medium you use. It may bewater colour or poster colours (seefig. nos. 1, 2, 3and
4).

Fig. no.2
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Fig. no.3

Fig. no.4
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Conceptual composition

Such acompositionishbased on the student’ simaginative power. Theimaginationis
rooted in theworldwide experiences of life.

Itisimportant to decide the subject matter before the compositionisinitiated.

Ital dependsonthestudent’ schoiceof thesubject matter. [t may vary fromfisherman,
road sdedhaba, fair, rain, railway stationto busstop. Firstly, draw 4-5 composition
based on your choicest subject. L ater, enlarge one of the best composition you
have made either on the paper or any other material.

Composition may bevertica or horizontal. It dependsontheartist’'schoice. Itis
important to notethat all components used in the composition arerelated to each
other. Itisasoimportant to notethat withdrawal of any component would affect
the entirecomposition. Every composition hasacentral foca point. It should bean
obvious point in the entire composition. Every good composition has balance,
harmony and rhythm. See Fig. No. 5 and 6. Two birds are composed on atree
branchwith hormony and balance. After linedrawings, thecompositioniscoloured.
Such acombination would makethe composition attractive and compl ete.
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Fig. no.6

Composition with Object

Following component are used for acomposition:

1. g 8. flowervase
2.  Cup-plate 8. Vegetables
3. Bread 10. Stove

4. Ey 11. Bucket

5. Khnife 12. Pan

6. Fruit 13. Basket

7. Book 14. Bottle
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Fig. no.7

Sdlect afew of theseand set on an even platform. Hang acurtaininthe background.
Choosetheitemsaccording to the choice of the object. It ispresumed that the
student iswise enough to decide the size of the object. Firstly, draw one or two
object with pencil and show light and shade. (See Fig. No. 7). Use of colour
shouldfollow it. Balance, harmony and rhythm are essential for composition. (See
Fig. No. 8). You can select some vigitablesand arrange on atablewith acoloured
clothintheback ground. Draw and colour it (seeFig. No. 9).
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Fig. no.8

Fig. no.9
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Composition Based on Nature

One can usevillages, cities, mountains, riversand canalsto draw nature based
composition. Normally horizontal sceneisused in nature based composition.

For example: choose any scene. Anything and every thing seenin nature can be
used for composition, Focal point isamust component in composition. See
fig. no. 10. Before coloursare used in the composition, it is suggested that the
composition bemadewith apencil. Mark the space of light and shadewith pencil.
Theviewer can haveclear picture (idea) of light and shadein the composition.
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Now colourscan beused in the composition. Decideand mark the spacesfor high,
medium and low tone of colours. Balance of coloursisessential. Harmony and

rhythm are the signs of good composition. SeeFig. No. 11.

Notes

Fig. no. 11

Decorative Form of Composition

Draw sketches of natural objectssuch asflowers, leaves, trees, creepers, birds,
bees, butterflies, squirrelsetc. Givedifferent shapesand designsto these sketches
and composethem with severa ornamenta shapes. That would ook different from
any other composition. A good composition hasbaance, rhythmand harmony. Use
of colours should also be harmonious. Seethefigure12, 13, 14 and 15.
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Necessary items for composition
For picture composition astudent should havethefollowingitems:

1. Drawing board, 2. Thick cardboard, 3. White drawing sheet, 4. Chartridge
paper, 5. Board pins, 6. Pencil HB, 2B, 4B, 6B, 7. eraser, 8. cutters, 9. brush,
10. colour palette, and 11. mug etc.

Use of coloursin composition

InWater-colour technique, beginwith-light colour and then use dark tones. Apply
out-two layersof light coloursand then apply medium and dark colours. Thiswill
make the colours evident. Shadow can also be shown in this type of colour
combination (seefig. no. 16).

— MG

Fig. no. 16

Summary

Composition meansassembly of all essential componentsand their use. In object
drawing, exact picturisation of the object isessential. All components should be
arranged in such amanner that object drawingispossible. Whilecompositionare
based on the artistsimagination, he can use hisown composition and also use
coloursof hischoice. While composing nature, one hasto compose what he sees
inthe company of the nature. We might add or del ete some of the scenes/objects.
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But this demands vast experience and exposure. Scene-composition demands
appropriateuseof colours.

In decorative form of composition we draw pictures/figuresaswe likeand use
coloursasper our choice. Composition should have bal anced coloursfor aperfect
compodition.

MODEL QUESTIONS

1. Draw asketch of jug, cup, plate, flower vase and make acomposition of all
these.

2. Composegeometrical formwith black and white papersincircular, triangular
rectangular shapes.

Based on your imagination, make acomposition of any subject.
Paint alandscape showing the beauty of nature.

Sketch Flowers, leaves, squirrel, butterfliesand composeadesign.
Usecolour onthedrawing given below.
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GLOSSARY

Harmonic Communion—Communicated with harmony

Vertica —  Standing position
Horizantal —  Rediningpostion
Withdrawvd  —  Takenoff
Presume - Imagined
Omamentd  —  Decorative

PAINTING




Painting Practica

Notes

END OF JOURNEY
By Abanindranath Tagore
(Wash Painting)
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RAVANANU GRAHAMURT]
(Gil)
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