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All of you must have seen embroidered fabricsat homeand in the market. Have
you noticed how afew tiny stitchesin avariety of threadscan magically transform
the plainfabricsinto an artistic creation? Embroidery hasalwaysplayed avery
sgnificant roleinthelivesof Indian people. Itisan art which both menand women
have practiced not only to satisfy their creative urgesbut alsotoearnaliving. It
wasand isbeing used to adorn everything from the smallest personal thingslike
handkerchief to cushions, curtains, wall hangings, bed and tablelinen, various
articlesof appard, etc.

You candsolearnto embroider but for that you will haveto get familiar with some
basi cinformation and collect necessary materialsand equi pment needed for the
same. Thislessonwill introduceyoutoall these. Solet’senter intotheworld of
embroidery and learn about it.

|OBJECTIVES

After reading thislesson youwill beableto:
e explanthemeaning of embroidery;

e  recognizetheequipment and the materia sused for embroidery and elaborate
the functionsof each.

28.1 MEANING OF EMBROIDERY

Embroidery istheart of creating decorative effectson the surface of afabricusing
designsand stitches madewith the help of needle and thread. It can be beautifully
described asapainting with needle and thread. Our museums contain beautiful
piecesof work from all over theworld, each of them different but still sharinga
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similarity with regard to the use of basic stitchesand techniques. Some of the

famoustraditiona Indian embroideriesare;
e  Phulkari of Punjab

e Kanthaof Benga

e Kasuti of Karnataka Notes
e  Chikankari of Uttar Pradesh

® Zardozi of Kashmir

e  Sindhi and Kutchi of Gujarat

Remember, these are only afew examples, there are many more embroideries
which arecreated in our country. Do visit the CraftsMuseum of Pragati Maidan,
whenever you cometo Delhi.

28.2 EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALSUSED FOR EMBROIDERY

Once you decide to make an embroidered piece, it isimportant to collect the
proper material and equipment which will help you towork smoothly. Not many
itemsare needed; so choose the best you can afford. Good tool s produce good
work. Learnto useyour embroidery tools properly and you will find your work
to bethe best.

(8 Handsewingneedles: A good embroidery needleisthe most important
thing required for embroidery. Sized from coarse (#1) to very fine (#10) you
must choosetheright needlefor theright fabric. Useafiner needlefor a
delicatefabricandviceversa. Theneedleshould bedightly thicker thanthe
sewing thread so that it makes asufficiently big holeinthefabric for the
thread to passeasily. Needlesshould awayshaveafinetip sothat they can
easily movein and out of thefabric. Do not use aneedlewhichisbent,
without apoint or rusty. Thiswill affect theregularity and neatnessof work.
Protect your needlesby storingtheminaneedlecase.

Fig. 28.1: Sizesof Needles
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eHand Embroidery

Thimble Thisissmdl light weight metalic
piecewhichfitssnugly onthemiddlefinger
of theneedleholding hand. It protectsthe
finger from getting injured with theneedle
whilepushingit intothecloth. Thimbles
comeindifferent sizes. Try onafew for
correct fit beforeyou buy.

Fig.28.2: Thimble

Scissors: Embroidery scissorsare smdll, with sharp, narrow, pointed blades.
Protect the blade by keeping themin asheath or cover and get them sharpened
occasionally. These are used to cut and neaten the loose ends of thread.
Now-a-days thread clippers are also available. These appear like small
scissorsor liketweezerswith sharp edges, which helpin cutting the thread
negtly.
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Fig. 28.3: Scissorsand thread clippers

Threadsfor embroidery: Threadisavery important feature of embroidery.
Thereareavariety of threadsavailableinthemarket. Different typesare
used for different kindsof embroidery. Thekind of thread used al so depends
on the end product to be made. Thread may be of cotton, silk, wool or
synthetic materid. It could havemoreor lesstwist. Hence, different threads
will differinfinenessand lustre. Someembroidery threadsarealso available
inply. Thismeansanumber of yarnsare twisted together. You can pull out
and useany number of yarnsyou require out of that plyed yarn. Oneply will
givevery fineembroidery. If youuseall 6 ply it will giveabold embroidery.

In the market embroidery threads are commonly available as cotton
embroidery threads, silk floss (also known aspat) —itisalow twisted silk
yarnwhich hasalot of shinebut low strength, silk thread (resham kadhaga)
—itisatwisted silk yarn, has good shine but lower strength than cotton.
Woollenyarn can a so bevery beautifully used to produce good embroidery
pieces.

Hence, the choice of thread depends on the kind of embroidery you are
creating and thetexturerequired inyour embroidery.
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Embroidery frames: To get good resultsembroidery isusually worked
using frames. Frameshold thefabrictightly and evenly, hencethestitches
aremorelikely to be neat and accurate than if thefabricwereheldinthe
hand whileworking. Therearetwo maintypesof frames—

Round frame: Thisis aso known ashoops. It consistsof two pieces, a
smaller hoopwhichfitsinto alarger one. Thereisusualy aspring or screw
adjustment to keep them fitting snugly.

Thefabricfor embroidery isplaced over

the smaller hoop and thelarger hoopis

pressed over thefabric, fitting it snugly

onto thesmaller hoop. Theseframes

are either of wood or metal. While

framing a very delicate fabric, it is

advisableto placetissue paper over the

inner hoop or twist or wrap the inner

hoop with a thin material to prevent

markingsonthefabric. Fig.: 28.4 Round frame(Hoops)
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Rectangular frame: Therectangular
frameconsistsof four piecesattachedto
® each other in arectangular form. The
fabricto beembroidered isstretched on
° theframeonadl thefour Sdes, wherethe
fabricistacked ontotheend of theframe

® ® ® y— with the help of needleand thethread.

Fig.: 28.5 Rectangular frame
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Fabric: You can create embroidery on any fabric availablein the market.
Correct use of design, needle and thread on various fabrics can produce
lovely embroideredfabrics.

Design : You will need adesign to create agood embroidery. Wewill tell
you all about itinthenext lesson.

Materialsrequired for transfering design : Equipment and material
required for transfering design onfabric arevaried. You candoit by using
carbon paper, butter paper, tracing paper, pencil, rubber, keroseneail, cotton
etc. Youwill learn about thesetechniquesin the next lesson.

Activity 28.1: Prepareasewingkit for yourself, using thefollowing
steps

() Preparealist of articlesrequiredfor thesewingkit.

(i) Tick against eachitem asyou keep theminthe box.
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he 1IINTEXT QUESTIONS28.1

Matchthefollowing:

eHand Embroidery

i)  Embroidery scissors a) Metdlicpieceto protect finger.

i)  Thimble b) Needle used for embroidering fine
fabric.

iy Frame c) Sharp equipment like tweezers for
cutting thread.

iv) FineNeedle d) Needle for embroidery on coarse
fabric.

v) Sikfloss €) Lower strength than cotton thread.

vi) Thread clipper f)  Wooden ring to hold embroidery
fabric.

Vi) Reshamthread g Sharpand pointed edgefor cutting.

viii) Thick needle h)  Silk thread with good shine.

i)  Very strongembroidery thread.

Completethefollowing statements by choosing the correct answer. Justify

the statement.

A needlesizeischosen according tothe
a) thicknessof fabric

b) textureof fabric

c) colourof fabric

d) weaveof fabric

Justification:

Thimblehelpsin protecting the
a thread

b) neede

c) finger

d) thumb

Justification:

Good embroidery can be created by using only
a cottonthreads

b) dlkfloss

c¢) slkthread

d) appropriateequipment

HOME SCIENCE




CreativeHand Embr

Justification;

Iv) Embroidery scissorsmust have
ad longandsharp blades
b) pointed sharp blades
c) longand pointed blades
d) Long, pointed and sharp blades
Justification:

v)  Whileframing adelicatefabricfor embroidery
a gretchthefabrictight between thehoops
b) wraptheinner hoopwithathinfabric

C) useamettalic hoop

d) useawoodenhoop
Justification:

TERMINAL EXERCISE

1. Definetheword‘embroidery’.

2. Listtheequipment required for embroidery.

3. What pointswill you keep in mind while buying embroidery needies? How

will you take care of your needles?

4. Listthedifferent kindsof threadsthat can be used for embroidery.

3 ir"fé‘ WHAT YOUHAVE LEARNT

a) Definitionof embroidery

b) Equipment andthemateria for embroidery

Equipment and the material for

embroidery

v
v v v

v v

Needle Scissors Thread
and or thread

Embroidery | Fabric|

frame

thimble clippers

v

Round

Rectangular
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ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS

Notes V) h), ) ¢, vi) e, vi) d
i a i)y ¢ iy d vy d,

v) b

Refer 28.2
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