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INDIAN CULTURE

variousspheresof life, beit language, literature, art and architecture, scienceor

religion? Haveyou ever wondered how al thishasbeen possible? Thishappened
because, we did not have to make afresh beginning each time, but were ableto makeuse
of and build onthework of past generations. You have never had to bother about having
to makeyour own script or creating anew language system for yoursdlf. Thesearealready
givento youwhichyou enjoy asamember of society. Thenyou build onit by making your
contribution or addition which further becomesan asset for the coming generations. Thisis
acontinuousand never-ending process. It isapreci ous possess on uniqueto human beings
andisknown asculture. Cultureisaway of life. You, your family hasacultureand so does
your region and your country. You may be curiousto know about the uniquenessof Indian
cultureand find out itsdistinct characteristics. Inthisunit wewill understand how Indian
cultureisuniqueand what areitscharacteristics.

0 e

After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

I Iaveyou ever thought of theamazing progresswe, ashuman beings, have madein

e describethe distinctive features of Indian culture;

e identify the central points and uniqueness of Indian culture;

e discusstheimportance of spirituality in Indian culture;

e explain the points of diversity and underlying unity init; and

e tracetheprocessof infusioninto and integration of elementsfromother cultures
inIndian culture.
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2.1 CHARACTERISTICS OF INDIAN CULTURE

Indian cultureisasmany sided aslife. It includesintellectual and social aspectsof any
human being. It a so takes account of the aestheticingtinct aswell asthe spiritua impulses
of humanbeing. It hasa so, ineffect, an appeal to the subconsciousasaforce making for
theformation of character.

L ook at themap of Indiaand you seeIndiaisavast country with alot of diversity in her
physical and social environment. We see people around us speaking different languages,

having different religionsand practising different rituas. You can also seethese diversities
intheir food habits and dress patterns. Besides, |ook at the myriad formsof dance and
musicinour country. But withindl thesediversitiesthereisan underlying unity which acts
asacementing force. Theintermingling of people hasbeen steadily taking placein India
over centuries. A number of people of different racial stock, ethnic backgroundsand
religiousbeliefshave settled down here. Let usnot forget that the composite and dynamic
character of Indian cultureisaresult of therich contributionsof al thesediverse cultural

groupsover along period of time. Thedidtinctivefeaturesof Indian cultureand itsuniqueness
arethe preciouspossession of al Indians.

2.1.1 Continuity and Change

Many grest cultures had developed in different countriesand regionsof theworld. Many
of them have perished or have been replaced by other cultures. However Indian culture
hashad an enduring character. Despite mgjor changes and upheava ssignificant threads of
continuity can betraced throughout the course of Indian history right upto the present day.

You may have read about the Harappan civilization which flourished in the Indian
subcontinent over 4500 years ago. Archaeol ogists have found evidencesto show that
culturesexisted hereeven beforethe matured phase of the Harappan civilization. Thistells
usthat wehave avery long history behind us. And yet what isamazingisthat even today
the pattern of ahouseinan Indian villageisnot very different from that of aHarappan
house. Some aspects of Harappan culture arestill practised, such as, the worshipping of
M other Goddessand Pashupati. Similarly, Vedic, Buddhist, Jain and many other traditions
continueto befollowed even today. At the same time one should not lose sight of the
changesasareevident in the multistoried buildingsin the metropolitan citieslike Mumbai
and Delhi, quite unlike the Harappan houses that had only one storey. The point to be
noted hereisthat continuity and changeinour civilization hasgonehandinhand. Infact, a
remarkablefeature of Indian cultureisthat along with continuity it haskept on changing,
whereasthe basic spirit of our culture continued. It has kept on discarding what was
becomingirrelevant inthemaodern age. In our long history, there have been periods of ups
and downs. Asaresult, movements have grown and reforms brought about. Thereform
movementsin the Vedic religion brought about by Jainism and Buddhismin sixth century
BC andtherdigiousand socia awakening in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuriesin
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modern Indiaare afew exampleswhen revol utionary changeswere brought about in
I ndianthought and practices. Yet thethread of basi ¢ philosophy of Indian culture continued
and till persists. Thusaprocess of continuity and change has aways been afeature of
Indian culture. Thisshowsthedynamic character of our culture.

2.1.2Variety and Unity

Indian culture, over thelast threemellenia, has successfully, but quietly, observed
the best assmilable partsfrom other religionsand cultures, from timeto timeand
integated themintoitsdlf.

Indeed few culturesintheworld have such variety asthelndian culture. You may perhaps
wonder why the people of Keralause coconut oil whilethe people of Uttar Pradesh use
mustard oil for cooking. Thisisbecause Keralaisacoasta state and coconut growshere
inplenty. WhileUttar Pradeshisaplainareawhichisfavourablefor thegrowth of mustard.
What isthe similarity in the Bhangradance of Punjab or the Pongal of Tamil Nadu or the
Bihu dance of Assam?Both are cel ebrated after arich harvest of crops. Haveyou noticed
thedifferent languagesthat we speak like Bengali, Tamil, Gujarati or Oriya?Indiaisthe
home of many formsof dance and music whichwe normally usefor festivalsand social
functionslikemarriagesor thebirth of achild.

A large number of languagesand dial ectsare spoken in our country which hasled tothe
growth of agresat variety of literature. People belonging to eight greet religionsof theworld
co-exist herein aharmoniousmanner. Do you know that Indiaishometo many religions
of theworldlike Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism and of course Hinduism. Numerous stylesof
architecture, sculpture and painting have devel oped here. Different stylesof music and
dance, bothfolk and classical, exist inthe country. So also are numerousfestivalsand
customs. Thiswidevariety hasled to the making of Indian culture both composite oneand
richand beautiful at the sametime. Why isthereso much variety inour culture? Thereare
many reasonsfor this. Thevastnessof the country and variationinitsphysical and climatic
featuresisan obviousreason for thevariety.

Thesacond important reason for thevariety inour cultureistheintermingling among various
ethnic groups. Sincetimeimmemorial, peoplefrom far and near have been coming and
ettling here. Wefind people bel onging to different racid stockslikethe Proto-Austraoids,
theNegroidsandtheMongoloidslivinginIndia Variousethnic groupslikelranians, Greeks,
Kushanas, Shakas, Hunas, Arabs, Turks, Mughalsand Europeans also cameto India,
settled hereand intermixed with thelocal popul ation. The peoplebe onging to other cultures
brought their cultural habits, thoughtsand ideas, which got ama gamated into theexisting
culture. You will be surprised to know that it was only around second century BC that
stitched clothes such assawars, kurtas, topees, etc. werebrought to India, by the K ushanas,
Shakasand Parthians. Prior to that I ndianswore clotheswhich wereunstitched. Thelatest
istheintroduction of shirts, trousers, skirts, etc. which were brought by the Europeansin
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the eighteenth century. Indiathrough the ages has shown aremarkabl e capacity for
assmilation of ideas. Thishascontributed to thevariety and richnessof our culture.

Alongwith contactswith outside cultures, cultural exchange between different regionsof
Indiahasalso continued. The Chikanwork of Lucknow, Phulkari embrodery of Punjab,
Kanthaembroidery of Benga, Patolaof Orissashow adistinct regiond flavour. Although
the centresin the South, North, East and West of Indiahavetheir characteristic cultures,
yet thesedid not develop in absoluteisolation. Inspite of physical barriers, Indiansusedto
travel fromone part of the country to another for trade or pilgrimage. Someregionswere
joined together through conquestsor by alliance. Asaresult, peopletransmitted cultura
habitsand thoughtsfrom one part of the country to the other. Military campaignstoo took
peoplefrom one placeto another. Thishel ped in exchanging idesas. Such contactshaveled
to thedeve opment of commonnessin Indian culture, which hasbeen maintained throughout
our history. Another unifying factor isclimate. Despite geographical diversity and climatic
variationsindiaexperiencesaninherent unity. The system of monsoonsisthemost important
component of the Indian climatic pattern and thisgives unity to thewhole country. The
coming of themonsoon has ensured that agriculture remainsthe main occupation of the
peopleof India. Onthe other hand the differencesin physical featureshave affected the
food habits, dress, houses and economic activities of peopleleading to theformation of
socid, economic and political ingtitutions. Thesefactorsin turninfluenced thethinking and
philosophy of thepeople. Thevariety in physical featuresand climate of Indiahasthusled
to the development of avariety of culturesin different regions. Thetypical featuresof
different regionshave given someidentity tothese cultures.

The composite nature of our cultureisreflected in our music, danceforms, dramaand art
formslike paintings, sculptureand architectureaswell. Our literaturein different languages
alsoreflectsthiscomposite nature.

Unity indiversity isreflectedin our political formsaswell. During theearly Vedic period,
society waspastord,, that i, people used to movefrom placeto placein search of pastures.
But asthethese people started practising agriculture, they settled down. Thissettled life
led to community development and growth of townswhich needed rulesand regulations.
Thusemerged apolitical organisation. Thisincluded the sabhasand samitiswhich were
political bodiesthrough which people participated in governance. In course of time, the
concept of rashtra emerged and possession of territory became the new measure of
power. In some places, republics came up. The period from sixth to fourth century BCis
known asthe age of mahajanapadasin India. In these kingdomskingshad more powers.
Subsequently largeempireswered so established with emperorsexercising aosolute powers.
You may beaware of ancient rulers such asAshoka, Samudraguptaand Harshavardhana.
TheMughd salso established avast empirein India TheBritish established themsalvesin
Indiaand in 1858, Indiabecame apart of the British Empire. However in 1947, wewere
ableto gain our freedom after along struggle. Today we areasovereign, socidist, secular
and democratic republic and auniform system of government prevailsover thelength and
breadth of the country.
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INTEXT QUESTIONS 2.1

Namethe state where Bhangraisapopular danceform. [

What isthedanceform of Assam known as?

Who brought salwars, kurtas, topees etc. to Indiaaround second century BC?

A w bdp P

Whichregionisfamousfor Patola?

2.1.3 Secular Outlook

Thesecular character of Indian cultureisaresult of theintermingling of peoplebelonging
todiversecultura groupsover along period of time. Therehavebeeninstancesof occasiond
conflictshereand there, but by and large, peoplehavelived together peacefully for centuries.
Thepopular cultura traditionsof Indiaarethe best examplesof such cultura synthesisin
whichalarge number of peoplebelonging to different religious groups cometogether.

You areawarethat thereisagreat variety of thoughtsand habitsin our country. Among
such avariety, dominance of one particular thought isnot possible. You will recall that
Hindus, Mudlims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parseesand Jewsliveinindia. The
congtitution declaresIndiato be asecular country. Everyoneisfreeto profess, practise
and propagate any religion of his’her own choice. The statehasno religion of itsown and
all religionsaretreated equally by the state. No oneisto be discriminated on the basis of
religion. Thepeoplehave, to alarge extent, devel oped abroad outlook and they believein
the concept of liveand let otherslive.

Right to freedom of religion ensures secular nature of our polity. IntheWestern context
devel opment of secul arism meant compl ete separation of the church andthegtate. Inindia
secularismistaken asamore positive concept to cope with the complex socid structurein
the country with aview to protecting theinterestsof al, particularly theminorities.

2.1.4Universalism

The concept of coexistence has not been confined to the geographical and political
boundariesof the country only. Indiahasauniversal outlook and it hasbeen promoting the
message of peace and harmony to theentireworld. Indiahasbeen raising astrong voice
againg racidismand colonidism. It hasprotested against theformation of power blocksin
theworld. Infact Indiabecame one of thefounder membersof the non-aigned movement.
Indiaiscommitted to the devel opment of other underdevel oped nations. In thismanner,
Indiahas been discharging her responsibilitiesasapart of theworld fraternity and has
been contributing to the progress of theworld.
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It hasto be remembered that the subcontinent of | ndiahasbeen onecultural unit
throughout the ages, cutting across political boundaries.

2.1.5Materialisticand Spiritualistic

Cultureisspiritua development of araceor nation inthefield of mind, interests,
conduct, thought, art, skillsand civilization.

Indiaispopularly knownto bealand of spirituality particularly to the West. However,
Indian history from ancient timesto present day showsthat the devel opmentsof materidistic
and non-materidigtic culture havebeen going onaongside. Youwill recdl that theHargppan
civilization wasan urban one. It had a systematic town planning where roads cut each
other at right angles. They had aprofound knowledge of mathematics, wel ghtsand measures.
They had built their townsin ascientific manner and had an elaborate drainage system.
The Harappanshad externd trade and travelled acrossthe seasto tradewith the Sumerians.

Excellent books on medicines, planets, stars, and plantswere written. Discoveries of
theories-like* earthrotatesaround thesun” or “ earthisround” were made by Indianslong
before Europe accepted them. Similarly inthe areaof mathematicsand in thefield of
medicineand other sciences|ndia sachievementsin ancient timeshave beenremarkable.
Therewas no opposition or resistance by religious or other thoughtsin pursuing such
knowledge.

In philosophica thought even athel stic thinking devel oped and grew in India. You may be
awarethat Jainism and Buddhism are silent about the existence of God. What doesall this
tell us? Indeed, that Indian culture has been both materialistic and non-materialistic or
Soiritudigtic.

Thecultureof Indiaistheliving expression of thesmplicity and profoundity of her
people.

2.2 CULTURAL IDENTITY, RELIGION, REGION AND
ETHNICITY

Our cultural identitiesare based on variousfactorssuch asreligion and region. Asaresult
each Indian possessesmulltipleidentities. Which of theseidentitiesassertsitsdf at acertain
point of timeand prevailsover the others, dependson the political, socia or economic
context inwhich the person findshimself/herself. Thuseach person may have somethings
incommon with another, but may bevastly different in some other aspects. For example,
except belief, formsof worship and rituas, there may belittlethat iscommon among those
whofollow aparticular faith from the point of view of thewholecountry. Evenintheforms
of worship and ritual sthere are sectorian and regiona differences.
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Thusculturaly, Hindusarenot al smilar, nor areal theMudims. Brahminsin Tamil Nadu Culture
arequitedifferent fromtheir counterpartsin Kashmir. Similarly, MudimsinKeraaand

Uttar Pradesh aredissimilar in severa aspectsof their culture. Regional identitiesaremore

real. Peopleof different religionsand jatismay havecommonregional cultura traitslike -
language, food, dress, val uesand a so theworldview. In Bengd, both Hindusand Mudims Notes =

takepridein being Bengdis. Elsewhere onefindsHindus, Christiansand Mudimssharing
severd dementsof regiond culture.

Inprinciple, different religiousgroupsowetheir alegianceto different religiousdoctrines.
For instancethe Vedas and Shastras may be sources of inspiration for Hindus, Koran and
Hadeesfor Mudlims, and the Biblefor Christians. However, at theleve of ritualsandlife
stylesthereisalot of intermingling among followersof different religions.

Ethnic cultureisstrong among thetribal groups. For example, inthesmall state of Nagaland,
there are more than adozen tribesand they differ from each other intheir dress, speech
and beliefs. Bastar district of Chhattisgarh has several groups claiming different ethnic
origins.

2.3 CULTURAL INFLUENCES

Inthe modern context, thereare at | east three significant influenceson our culture. They
arewesternisation, emergent national cultural stylesand popular culture.

Beforeindependence some Western modeswere adopted by the aristocracy and members
of thecivil services. Theinfluence, over theyears, has spread to themiddle classesand to
asmall extent, tothevillagesaswell. Thegrowing demand for English medium schoolsin
thevillagesisaproof of thisstatement.

During the strugglefor freedom anew styleemerged. Thisbecameanationa style. For
examplethe Gandhi cap and khadi may now be only ceremonial and asymbol, but it
contributed to the unity of the country and provided commonnessto culture.

Popular culturewhichisthe product of massmediaisanother unifying factor. Theimpact
of filmshas been tremendous. Radio and television al so reshape images and attitudes.
Their hold onusisundeniable. Modern mediahas promotedissuesthat areof both traditiona
and publicinterest.

Givetwo examplesof peoplewho cameto Indiafrom outside and settled here.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 2.2

Which component of climategivesunity to India?

w N F

Namethecivilization withwhich theHargppanswereknownto havehad traderel ations
acrossthe seas.
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@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT
e Themeaning of cultureisvery wideand comprehensive. It hasbeen defined asasum
Notes total of integrated learned behaviour. It connotesaway of lifeof thepeoplelivingina

society.
Culture constitutes knowledge, belief, arts, morals, law, customs and any other
capabilitiesand habitsacquired by humansasmembersof society.

Duetoitsadaptability and comprehens veness, Indian culture has survived through the
ages.

Unity indiversity isoneof themgor characteristicsof Indian culturewhich makesit
unique.

A synthesisof various cultures came about through the agesto give shapetowhat is
recognised as|ndian culturetoday.

Spirituality and valuebased life styleisthe core of Indian culturebut it hasascientific
temperament too.

:‘ TERMINAL EXERCISE

What arethedifferent componentsof culture?
Givethemeaning of materia and non-materid culture.
Definethe secular character of Indian culture.

Describethedistinctivefeaturesof Indian culture.

o »d W DR

Write short noteson thefollowing:

a. Culturd synthessinindia

b. Spiritudity

C. Adapatability asacharacteristic of Indian culture

6. Explainindetall unity indiversity inthecontext of Indian culture.

[]
‘ I ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS
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3. Kushans, Shakasand Parthians

4. Orissa

2.2 Notes

1. Kushansand Mughals
2. Monsoons

3. Sumgian
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