- -
] L]
ngle
.
. .
-
-
- L] u
- .I L] - .I of
. L .I
.
L] .I . . .I L] .I
I é ; .I L] L]
] H o Lo L]
223en18

EDUCATIONININDIA

chitecture, rdigion and science. Another important aspect of our cultureiseducation.

ut what iseducation?You may say that it means|earning something in school or
from books. Thisispartially true. Educationisalearning experience. But learning takes
placeat al timesinone slife. However, whereas some other learning experiences could
be of arandom or accidenta nature, an educationa experienceisusudly adeliberateand
pre-designed programmewith the purpose of affecting certain pre-determined behavioural
changesinanindividual. You are going through such an experience right now asyou
proceed through variouslessonsof thiscourse. But haveyou ever wondered how education
is related to culture? Culture is the sum total of the accumulated experiences and
achievementsof previousgenerationsinherited by succeeding generationsas membersof
society. The structured process of passing on this collective pool of experiences and
achievementsmay be called education. Hence education isnot only ameansof passingon
cultural beliefsand ideas, but it isalso shaped by cultural beliefssinceitisaproduct of
culture. The system of education thus changesa ong with changesin culture. Inthislesson
we shall find out about the evol ution of the systems of education that prevailedin India
sincethe most ancient times because society considered the education of itsmembersas
oneof itsprimary obligation.

0 ez

After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

Sfar, you have been reading about different aspects of culture, such as art,

e describe the nature of education imparted during different periods of Indian
history - ancient, medieval and modern;

e assessthe contributions of the Jain and the Buddhist systems of education;
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e assess the educational status of women in society with regard to access to
education and nature of education imparted to them;

e recall the steps undertaken in thefield of education with the establishment of the
Delhi Sultanatein medieval India;

appreciate the role of Mughal Rulersin making education more rationalistic;
e examine theimpact of spread of modern education during the colonial period;

e assesstherole of education in independent India in its various aspects such as
elementary education, vocational education, higher education and adult
education.

18.1 EDUCATION IN THE ANCIENT PERIOD

[18.1.1 Vedic Period |

Learning inancient Indiawasimparted by the teachers called Gurusto the pupilswho
gathered around them and cameto livewith themin their house asmembersof thefamily.
Suchaplacewascaled Gurukul. The Gurukul functioned asadomestic school, anashrama,
wherethe children’slearning was devel oped by the Guruwho gave personal ingtruction as
well asattention to the students. Education was primarily the privilege of the upper castes.
L earning was an intimate rel ationshi p between theteacher and the pupil called the Guru-
ShishyaParampara. The processof |earning generaly began with areligious ceremony,
‘Upanayana’ (sacred thread ceremony). Education was normally imparted oraly. It
included memorization of textslike Vedasand Dharmashastras, fully or partially. Later
subjects like Grammar, Logic, and M etaphysics came to be taught and studied. The
Maitrayani Upanishad teachesusthat the supremeknowledge (gyan) istheresult of learning
(vidya), reflection (chintan) and augterity (tgpas). Through introgpection (atmavishleshana)
onewasto attain goodness (Satva), purity of mind and satisfaction of the soul in stages.
During thistime salf education wasregarded asthe proper method of attaining the highest
knowledge. The best example of thiscan befound in the Taitteriya Upanishad where
Bhrgu, son of Varuna, approaches hisfather and askshimto teach what isBrahmana. The
father tellshimtofind thisout through meditation.

118.1.2Mauryan Period |

During the Mauryan and the post-Mauryan periods, the Indian society went through a
phase of intensive change. With the growth of urban centres and trade, the mercantile
community cameto acquirean important position. Asaresult, theguildsof themerchants
beganto play an activerolein providing education. They became centres of technical
education and fostered theknowledge of mining, metalurgy, carpentry, weaving and dyeing.
Therewerenew formulationsin building and architecture. With theemergenceof city life,
new architectural formsevolved. The guildsa so gave patronageto astronomy, the study
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of thepposition of stars, to hel p them in ocean navigation. Theastronomersand cosmologists
beganadebateon“time’ (kaa). Thishel ped in the devel opment of asharp senseof “time”
(kal@) incomparison to the past. Medica knowledge began to be systemised asAyurveda.
Thedementsformed the basisfor the Indian medical system. A right combination of the
threewas necessary for ahealthy body. Knowledge of the medicinal propertiesof herbs
and their usage reached avery advanced stage. ‘ Charaka becamefamousfor medicine
and ‘ Sushruta for surgery. ‘ Charak Samhita’ written by Charakawas an authentic and
exhaustivework on medicines.

You must have heard of Chanakya, who wasarenowned philosopher, scholar and teacher.
Hismogt famouswork is‘ Arthaeshedira . Thecurrculaof gudiesmentionedintheArthashestra
refersprimarily to the education of princes. After Upanayanathe princelearnt the four
Vedasand the Vedic study included astudy of sciences. They asolearnt logic, economics
and politics. Education of thosetimeswas primarily life skillsbased whichisso different
fromwhat educationistoday. Thecurriculainthe Ramayanafor the princeswas Dhanurveda,
Nitishastra, Siksha(lore) of el ephantsand chariots, Alekhyaand L ekhya (Painting and
writing), Langhana(jumping) and Tairana(swimming).

|18.1.3 GuptaPeriod |

In the Gupta period, the Jain and Buddhist systems of education assumed adifferent
dimension. Buddhist monasteriesadmitted studentsfor tenyears. Learning beganwith the
ord method. Later they shifted to thereading of literary texts. Themonasterieshad libraries.
Important manuscriptswere copied and stored. Studentsfrom other countrieslike China
and South-East Asiacameto the Buddhist monasteriesfor education. The monasteries
werenormaly maintained by grantsfromkingsand therich mercantileclass. They attracted
scholarsfromfar and near. Fa-Hien al so spent severd yearsinthemonastery at Patdiputra,
studying Buddhist religiousbooks. Besides Pataliputra, therewereother centresof learning
likeVanaras, Mathura, Ujjainand Nasik. NalandaUniversity wasknown al over Asafor
itshigh standards of scholarship. The subjectstaught included Vedanta, philosophy, study
of the Puranas, epics, grammar, logic, astronomy, philosophy, medicine etc. Sanskrit, the
court language was the medium of instruction. The Jainsused Sanskrit literaturelike
‘Adipurana’ and * Yashatilaka’ for educational purposesintheearlier phase. But to make
education more popular, the medium was changed to Prakrit and other regiona languages
like Tamil, Kannadaand so on. Booksin the Jain and Buddhist librarieswerewritten on
palm leavesthat weretied together and were known as* granthas’. Slowly, Jainism and
Buddhism|ost royd patronageand their monasteriesstarted declining ascentresof education
and learning. The‘ mathas' supported by Brahminswereingtitutionsparallel to Jainand
Buddhist monasteries. The* mathas functioned likeashramasfor educational purposes.

|18.1.4 Post GuptaPeriod |

Art and education made great stridesin thereign of Harsha. He encouraged education at
adl levels, educationwasgivenintemplesand monastriesand higher educationinuniversities
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of Taxila, Ujjain, Gayaand Naanda. In Na anda, Hiuen Tsang spent severd yearsstudying
Buddhists scul ptures. Shilabhadra, arenowned scholar wasitshead.

Intheseventh and eighth centuries, ‘ ghatikas', or collegesattached to thetemplesemerged
asnew centresof learning. The* ghatikas', provided Brahmanica education. Themedium
of instruction was Sanskrit. Entry to these temple collegeswas open only to the upper
castesor ‘dvijas (twiceborn). Useof Sanskrit asthe medium of ingtruction distanced the
common peoplefrom education. Education becamethe privilege of only the uppermost
sectionsof society.

18.2 AIMS OF EDUCATION

Inancient India, education wasamatter of individual concern. Theaim of educationwas
thedevelopment of pupil’ soveral persondity. With thisview of education asaprocessof
one'sinner growth and self-fulfilment, techniques, rules and methodswere evolved. It
was believed that the devel opment of aperson meant, primarily, thetraining of hisher
mind astheinstrument of acquiring knowledge. Thisknowledgewould enhance his/her
creative capacity. Thethinking principle ‘ manana shakti’ wasreckoned higher than the
subject of thinking. Thus, the primary subject of education wasthemind itsalf.

18.3 SUBJECTS

Knowledge of applied scienceslike metallurgy, baked bricks, glazing, measurement of
areasand volumeswereknownto peopleinancient India. Thescientific system of medicine
was developed inthe post-Vedic period. M edicine became asubject at centresof learning
like Takshilaand Varanasi. The' Charak Samhita’ on medicineand * Sushruta Samhita’
on surgery weretwo important worksinthisfield. Sushrutaconsidered surgery as*“the
highest division of thehealing artsand least liableto fallacy” . Mathematicsor ‘ ganita’
included Arithmetic, Geometry, Algebra, Astronomy and Astrology. Interest inArithmetic
wasduetoitsuseintrade and commerce. ‘ Aryabhattiya’, by Aryabhattawasamajor
contributioninthefield of mathematics. Astronomy was overshadowed by Brahmanical
superstitions. * Surya Sddhanta’, awork on astronomy consisted of the description of
theinstrumentsand themethods of observation whichwereneither accuratenor impressive.
Thebronzeand copper remainsfromthetimeof IndusValley Civilization areindicative of
the development of chemistry and metallury. The processesof |eather tanning, dyeing, and
fermenting were devised during thisperiod.

18.4 LANGUAGE

Sanskrit enjoyedaposition of privilegeinancient India. It served asamedium of Brahmanicd
education. Sanskrit was the lingua franca of the educated upper castesaswell asthe
Hindurulersand courtiers. * Prakrit’ asalanguage devel oped with therise of Buddhism. It
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becamethelanguage of the masses. Ashoka, theMauryanking used ‘ Prakrit’ inhisedicts.
It isinteresting to note that in Sanskrit drama, women and the humbl e characterswere
madeto speak informalised Prakrit. Pali wasoneof theearly variantsof Prakrit. Most of
the Buddhist canonica writingsarein Prakrit and Pdli, though some Sanskrit literaturewas
alsoincirculation. Another language * Apabhramsha’ wasused by Jain writersin Gujarat g

and Rgasthenfor thecomposition of poetry. The Dravidianlanguages Tamil, Teugu, Kanneda | oies T
and Malyalam werein usein the southern partsof India. They found expressioninthe
literature of thisperiod aswell.

The best example of ancient India sadvancement wasthe university of Nalanda.
Hiuen Tsang afamous Chinesetrave ler recordsNdandaUniversity asapost graduate
universty for advanced study and research. Nalandawasd sofamousfor its* Schools
of Discussion” as noted by the students who had their own hostels. King
Balaputradeva constructed atempl e for the students of Javawho cameto study at
Nalanda.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 18.1

1. How iseducationreated to culture?

2. What isUpanayanaceremony?

3. Wherewaseducation imparted in theancient period?

4. What wasthebasisof Indian Medical systemin ancient period?

5. Namethetwo literary work used by Jainsfor teachingsin ancient India?

6. What werethereasons because of which common peopl e distanced themsalvesfrom
educationinancient period?

18.5 EDUCATION IN THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

With the establishment of the Delhi Sultanate, Idamic system of education wasintroduced.
Educationinmedieva Indiawasdesgned onthelinesof thetradition of education devel oped
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under the Abbasids of Baghdad. Asaresult, scholarsfrom countrieslike Samargand,
Bukharaand Iran looked up tothelndian scholarsfor guidance. Amir Khusrau, anexemplary
personality, not only devel oped the skill of writing prose and poetry but also devised a
new languagewhich suited theloca conditions. Some contemporary historianslike Minhg-
us-Sirg, Ziauddin Barani and Afif havewritten about Indian scholarship.

Theinstitutionsthat provided school education were known as‘ makhtabs', whilethose
of higher learningwerecalled‘ madrasas . The‘ makhtabs weregenerally run by public
donationswhile*Madrasas were maintained by therulersand nobles. Thereweresix
different typesof institutions: (i) those established and maintained by noblesand rulers,
(i1) those which were started by individual scholarswith the help of state assistance or
donations, (iii) thosethat were attached to the mosques, (iv) those that were attached to
thetombs, (v) thosethat were started and maintained by individua scholars, and (vi) those
that were attached to the Sufi hospices. Thefamous* madrasas werethe Muizzi, the
Nasiri and the Firuzi madrasasin Delhi, Mohammed Gawani’smadrasain Bidar and
Abul Fazl’'smadrasain Fatehpur Sikri. The Sirat-i-figuz Shahi givesalist of 14 subjects
that were taught in the Madarsas like Jurisprudence or Dirat which was a method of
recitation, punctuation and vocalization of thetext Quran etc.

Themainfeatureof theMudim educationa systemwasthat it wastraditiona inspirit and
theologicd incontent. Thecurriculumwashbroadly dividedintotwo categories: thetraditiona
(Manqulat) and therational (Maqulat) sciences. Traditions, law and history and literature
came under the traditional sciences. Logic, philosophy, medicine, mathematics and
astronomy came under rational sciences. Later, rational sciencescameto be emphasized
morethan thetraditiona sciences. Traditiona subjectsdominated educationfromthetime
of lltutmish (1211-36) till thereign of Sikander Lodi (1489-1517). The scenario started
changing fromthetimeof Sikander Lodi when heinvited thebrothers Shetkh Abdullah and
Sheikh Azizullah from Multanto Delhi. They introduced the study of philosophy andlogic
inthecurriculum.

Education System under the Great Mughals

TheMughal period madeimmensecontributioninthefield of learning and education.
TheMugha emperorshad great lovefor learning and they contributed moreinthe
field of spreading education through Pathshalas, Vidyapeeths, M akatabs and
Madarsas. Akbar gave grantsto educational ingtitutions. He started aCollege near
JamaMagid. At that time, education wasnot astate subject. Generally thetemples
and mosgques werethe centre of elementary education. They were dependent on
the donations given by rulers, rich men and donors. Sanskrit and Persian were
taught in temples and mosques. Therewas no provision for women’s education.
Thewomen of theroyal and rich familiesgot education at home.

TheMugha rulersweregreat patronsof learning and literature. Thisperiod saw therise of
Urdu asalanguage which cameout of along contact between Persianand Hindi i.e. the
Turksand the Indians. Babar wrote hisown biography known as Tazuk-i-Babari. The
Mugha Emperor Humayunintroduced the study of mathemati cs, astronomy and geography
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inthe*madrasas in Dehi. Thishelpedinreducing the biasintheexisting education system.
Many Hindustook tolearning Persan and anumber of trand ationsfrom Sanskrit to Persan
weremade. Akbar added subjectslike accountancy, public administration, geometry and
built aworkshop near hispalace. He persondly supervised theworkshop. Akbar’ sattempt
to introduce secular and scientific system of education was not liked by the orthodox g

sections Akbar'seffortsusheredinachangewhich continued for centuries Intheeighteenth |5 as e
century some nobleswere against theintroduction of Western methodsin educationwhich
involved inquiry, observation, investigation and conducting experiment. Memorising,
discussing and writing out thelessonswerethebasisof ingructionintheMudim* madrasas .

Akbar patronised many scholarssuch asAbul Fazal, Faizi, RggaTodar Mal, Birbal and
Rahim. They were among the ninegemsof hiscourt who hel ped in spreading cultureand
educstion.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 18.2

1. Whichingtitutionsprovided school educationinmedieva period?

2. Whomaintained Madarsasinthemedieva period?

3. Namesomeof thefamous madarsas of medieval period.

4. What wasthemainfeatureof the Mudim educational system?

5. What werethe methods adopted by western countriesin medieval period?

6. What werethe changes made by Akbar in education?

18.6 EDUCATION IN THE MODERN PERIOD

|18.6.1 Eighteenth Century: TheBeginning of Moder n Period |

Asinother aspectsof socid lifein India, many of thetraditiond featuresof the preceeding
centurieshad continuedin thefield of education. Theold famouscentresof higher learning
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likethoseat Taxila, Nalanda, Vikramshilanear Bhagal pur, at Jagaddal in North Bengal,
Vdlabhi at Kathiawar and Kanchi in the South had disgppeared | ong ago. Idamic education,
on the other hand flourished subsequently under the patronage of rulersand nobles. Still
themgjority of the Hindu popul ation continued to receive educationin their timehonoured
ingtitutionsand with the growth of vernacular literaturethey studied their classical works.
‘Thereisnot country’ wrote Thomasin 1891 ‘ wherethelove of learning had so early an
origin or hasexercised so lasting and powerful influence . Accordingto him* The English
foundinIndia, awidespread style of e ementary education and higher education, of which
theformer wasmainly practica whilethelatter mainly literary, philosophical andreligious.

For about 150 years, the Britishwereinvolved in trade and conquest in India. So they
maintained adistancefromall kindsof culturd activitiesincluding education. Thebeginning
of oriental scholarshipwasmadeby Warren Hastingsin 1781 when hestarted the Calcutta
Madrasa. Hisendeavour was primarily dueto administrativereasons. Eleven yearslater,
in 1792, Jonathan Duncan, aResident of Varanas started a Sanskrit collegeto educate
native Hindusto ass st the Europeans.

Meanwhile, Chrigtian miss onarieswere making effortsto introduce Western education by
opening el ementary schoolsand providing education to the more humble sections of the
society, including the so called untouchabl e castes.

|18.6.2 Nineteenth Century |

Thefirst haf of the nineteenth century can be called aperiod of educational experiments.
The East IndiaCompany’s Charter Act of 1813 enabled the Company to set aside one
lakh rupeesfor “thereviva andimprovement of literatureand theencouragement of learned
nativesof Indiaand for theintroduction and promotion of aknowledge of sciencesamong
theinhabitantsof the BritishterritoriesinIndia’. A debate ensued between the Orientdists
andtheAnglicstswhichwasfinaly settled by Macaulay’ sMinutesand Bentinck’ sResol ution
of 1835. It wasdecided that thisfund would be utilised to promote European literature
and sciences. William Bentinck adopted English astheofficid language of the government.
Lord Hardingein 1844, decided to grant employment to I ndianswho had received English
education.

Wood's Despatch of 1854 underlined the objective of educationa policy whichwasthe
diffusion of “theimproved arts, sciences, philosophy and literature of Europe’ through
English or other modern Indian languages asthe medium. The Despatch suggested that
Universitiesshould be set up in Bombay (modern Mumbai), M adras (modern Chennai)
and Calcutta(modern Kolkata). It emphasi zed the devel opment of private enterprise, a
system of grants-in-aid, training teachersin the schools, women’seducationand soon. In
1857, theUniversitiesof Bombay, Madrasand Ca cuttawereestablished. TheUniversities
of Punjab and Allahabad were established in 1882 and 1887 respectively.
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|18.6.3 Beginning of 20th Century |

In 1901, Lord Curzon convened the conference of Directorsof Public Instructionwhich
began an eraof educationd reformsbased onitsdecisions. In 1904, theIndian Universities
Act was passed that enabled the Universitiesto assumeteaching, inspection of colleges
and undertake measuresfor quditativeimprovement in higher education.

Under the Colonia Rule, mass educati on was neglected and the attempt wasto create an
urban educated elite that would act asinterpreter between theruler and theruled. The
examination system was emphasi sed in both high schoolsand Universities. Theimpact of
English education wasnot even. Literacy and education were more widespread intowns
thaninvillages. The positive aspect wasthat it produced abreed of educated political
leadersand socia reformerswho played important rolesin the freedom struggle of the
country. The publication of newspapersand pamphletsbrought about an awakening among
themasses.

|18.6.4 Impact of English Education |

The British encouraged theteaching of English languagein schoolsand collegesasthey
needed peopletowork intheadministrative officeseither asclerksor babus. Thishel ped
increatinganew dassof peoplewholater helpedthemingovernanceaswel asincontralling
many aspectsof administrationin India. Asaresult, Christian missionarieswho cameto
Indiastarted opening schoolswhere English wastaught. You will find many schoolsin
Indiaeventoday who were opened during thosetimes. One such school is Presentation
Conventin Delhi, whichisstill running and providing good education. Many Indians sent
ther childrento these school sasthey thought it would hel pthemin getting jobsingovernment
offices.

Do you know that the teaching of English wasencouraged by the British rulersto suit their
owninterest but it proved to be useful for the Indiansin adifferent way. Peoplelivingin
different partsof Indiaspokedifferent languagesand therewas no languagethat could be
understood by all. Use of English by Indians provided one langauge that cut acrossthe
entire country and becameacommon link for them. English books and newspapersbrought
tothem new ideasfrom acrossthe seg, i.e. other countries. Freshideasfromthewest like
freedom, democracy, equaity and brotherhood began to haveitsimpact on thethinking of
the English knowing Indianswhich gaveriseto national consciousness. The educated
Indiansnow thought of getting freedom from Britishrule.

18.7 EDUCATION IN POST-INDEPENDENCE INDIA

Asyou know, we got independence from British rulein 1947 and the responsibility of
planning for the eduation of our peoplefell onthe Indian Government of freelndia. To
achievethegoa sof personal, economic, socid, political and cultural development, itis
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necessary to make appropriate provisionsfor anintegrated programme of education for
peoplewho happento beliving at different level s of development, possessing different
linguigtic, socid and cultura attributes. Such programmes haveto be based uponacommon
curriculumto strengthen unity within diversity and a soto facilitate mobility from one part
of the country to another.

If adequate measures are not taken for the spread of education, economic inequality,
regional imbalanceand social injustice canwiden further resulting in the building up of
tensionsin society. That iswhy in 1966, the Report of the Education Commission (1964-
66) (popularly known asK othari Commission) referred to education astheonly instrument
of peaceful social change. To thisend, the Constitutional Amendment of 1976 included
educationintheconcurrent lit, that is, the centreand statesboth assumejoint responsbility
of education.

|18.7.1 Elementary Education |

Elementary educationisthemost crucid stage of education, spanning thefirst eight years
of schooling (classl toV1I1) and laying thefoundation for the devel opment of persondity,
attitudes, social confidence, habits, life skillsand communication skillsof the pupils. The
Constitution under Article 45 provided for the State to introduce compul sory and free
education for children upto the age of fourteen. The period of elementary school isnow
also recognised as a period of free and compul sory schooling vide the constitutional
amendment making education afundamental right. Wewill read about thisAct in detail
under Section 18.9 of thislesson. The National Policy on Education 1986 emphasized
that thrust areasin elementary educationwill be

i) universa accessand enrolment.
i) universa retention of children upto fourteen yearsof ageinthe school.

iii) substantia improvement inthe quality of educationto enableall childrento achieve
essentid levelsof learning.

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan was a flagship programme of the Central Government for
universalization of elementary education startedin 2001

|18.7.2 Secondary Education |

“Secondary school isaperiod of intense physical change and formation of identity. Itis
also the period of intensevibrancy and energy.”

There hasbeen aphenomena expansion of secondary education sinceindependence. It
coverschildren of agegroup 14-18 (classes 9thto 12th). According to 2001 census 88.5
million children areenrolledin secondary education. However enrolment figuresshow that
only 31 million of these children were attending school sin 2001-2002. While agreat
increase hastaken place in number of schoolsand in enrolment, there has been alesser
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increaseinthe number of teachers. It isobviousthat, onthewholeit hasadversdly affected
theteacher-pupil ratio. The pressurefor expansion will most certainly continue and may
indeed increase asthe country progresses towards the universalisation of education.
Although anyonein Indiawho wishesto pursue secondary education (upto class X) is
allowed to do so, not morethan half of thosewho passthe upper primary stagejointhe
secondary classes. After the success of SSA at elementary stage, the central government
isall setto achievethegoa of universdization of secondary education under the Rashtriya
Madhyamik ShikshaA bhiyan, about which wewill read in some detail under Section
18.9.

Vocational educationisadistinct stream at Senior Secondary Stage. It aimsat preparing
studentsfor various occupationsinvolving variouskindsof activities. Vocationaisation of
higher secondary education wasamajor objectiveof thereformsenvisaged inthe First
Education Policy adopted in 1968. However, the attempts madetill now have not borne
fruitsand enrolment in the scheme, which was expected to include around 50% of students
at the +2 level, hasremained marginal and confined to afew states. According to the
planning commission report for the 11" five year plan, there are about 5114 Industrial
Traning Ingtitutes (I TI's) imparting trainingin 57 engineering and 50 non-engineering trades.
A positivestepinthisdirection in recent times has been the setting up of aNational Skill
Development Missionand Training.

|18.7.3 Higher Education |

Thefirst PrimeMinister of India, late Pt. Jawaharla Nehru, who laid thefoundation of the
processof India smodernisation, declaredthat if all iswell withtheUniversties, al would
bewd | with the nation. Higher education beginsafter astudent compl etes senior secondary
(class X11) stage. Hethen entersacollegewhichispart of auniversity. Despitethe key
roleassigned to higher educetion, thedevel opment in thisfield hasbeen extremely uneven.
Whilefew collegesand universitiesare playing acrucia rolein academic excellence, the
general condition of universitiesand collegesisamatter of great concern to the nation.

Thenumber of studentsintheage group of 18-20 yearsenrolled for higher educationis
low. Theproportioniseven moreadversein someregions, particularly in case of women,
scheduled castes and tribes. Rural areas have been touched only marginally by higher
education of quality. Thefacilitiesin collegesvary widely. It isimportant that coursesin
higher education offer programmesof study and coursesclosely related tolife, aimed at
the devel opment of persondlity, reasoning and learning capabilities of sudents. The State
has subsidised higher education very greetly. A college student paysby way of feesavery
small amount of money. Therest of the expenseson hiseducationispaid by the State or
the Central Government. Thisispublic money which must be carefully spent for thosewho
deservehigher education.

Asper report of Higher EducationinIndia, thegrossenrolment ratio increased from 0.7%
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in 1950-51 to 11% by 2006-2007. By 2012 (the end of 11™ plan), it is expected to
increaseto 15%.

Adult Education

Remova of adult illiteracy hasa so been accepted asan imperativegoa, Adult education
particularly inthe age group of 15-35 years has been included as part of the minimum
needsprogrammeinthesxth plan. Inthisregard Nationd Literacy Misson (NLM) objective
istoimpart functional literacy to 80 millionilliterate persons. Theliteracy rate after
independence in 1951 of 7+ population was 18.3% which increased in 2011 to 74.0
percent. Themaleliteracy rateis82.14% and femaleis 65.46%.

|18.7.4 Technical and Vocational Education Training (TVET) |

Itisimpossibleto overestimate theimportance of technical education. Indiaaready has
oneof thelargest reserviorsof trained manpower. Technical and management curriculum
wastargeted on current aswell asthe projected needs of industry. Technically trained
personshave already been asource of strength for scientific and industrial devel opment. It
isoften suggested that tal ented engineering studentsare not provided thekind of jobsand
work environment which would give them asense of achievement and job satisfaction.
Thishasresulted in asignificant incidence of brain drain either to the devel oped countries
or to the management stream. When brilliant young men and women, who are highly
educated and talented, | eave the country and go to aforeign country in search of better
income, itiscalled braindrain. Thereareseveral centresof excellencein technical and
professiona educaitoninIndialiketheIndian Institutesof Technology (11T) and Indian
| nstitutes of Management (11M)

National Education Policy

Sinceindependence, the Nation hasinvested alarge part of itsresourcesin education. It,
therefore, hasaright to expect the efficient functioning of educationd ingtitutions. Thefirst
National Education Policy of 1968 marked asignificant stepinthehistory of educationin
post-independence India. It aimed to promote national progress, a sense of common
citizenship and culture, and to strengthen nationa integration. It laid stressonthe need for
aradica recongtruction of theeducation system, technology, the cultivation of mora vaues
and acloser relation between education and thelife of the people.

The new National Policy of Education (1986), was formulated on the strength of
considerable achievementsinthelast few years. Indiaalready hasextensive network of
schools. Approximately 95% of the populationiswithin onekilometre of aprimary school
and 80% iswithinthreekilometres of amiddle school. In accordance with the National
Policy on Education (1986) acomprehensive programme* National Literacy Mission’
(NLM) hasbeen started for imparting literacy amongst the 15-35 age group.

Indiahasalarge network of television andradio stations. Theavailability of asatelliteand
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atelevision network covering amajority of the populationispotentially one of themost
sgnificant factors, which can undoubtedly revol utionisetheteaching - learning system by
enriching forma education and by supporting non-formal education, aswell asthedistance
learning programme.

Thedecisionto set up pace setting NavodayaVidya ayasin every district reflectsnot only
the extent of central commitment to education but also itsconcernfor equality for al in
education. Through these school sthemost meritoriouschildren, particularly inrurd aress,
will be ableto get quality education irrespective of the economic statusof their parents.

Open and Distance L ear ning System

Thereare many learnerswho are compelled to discontinuetheir studiesin the formal
system. Thismay be because of financial, geographical, academic or medical reasons.
Openand Distance L earning (ODL ) systemismeant for such learners. Inthissystemthe
learner canlearnthroughlessonssent by theinditutionsof distancelearning without attending
classes. These students can keegp themsel vesengaged in service or businesswhilestudying.

Thelearner isnot in direct touch with the teacher. Heisat adistance. Open School at
present offersboth secondary (Class X) and senior secondary (Class XI1) education. You
havejoined Open School. You know that whileretaining your regular employment, you
area so studying through thelessons sent to you. Theselessonshave been prepared with
alot of care. The systemisopen becausethereisflexibility intermsof pace, placeand
time. You arefreeto select any combination of subjectsand passthem at your convenience
over aperiod of fiveyears. Similar facility isbeing provided at higher level by thelndira
Gandhi National Open University.

Theseingtitutionswill go along way in taking education to every Indian citizen who may
not have been ableto continuewith theregular stream of education. Thus, education has
developed a aragpid pacein Indiasinceindependence. Thenationd goa sof devel opment,
integration, excellenceand equality in the sphere of education can befulfilled only when
every childinthecountry crossesaminimum threshold of educationd attainment. A holigtic
atmosphere of development, hard work and excellence has to be built up through a
programmewhich involveseverybody asapromoter aswell asarecipient of new attitudes
andidess.

18.8 RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN EDUCATION

Right to Education Act

The86th Constitutional amendment, making education afundamenta right was passed by
Parliament in 2002. The Right of Childrento Free and Compulsory EducationAct, alaw
to enabletheimplementation of the fundamenta right, was passed by the Parliament in
April 2010.

Thelaw makesit obligatory on part of the state governmentsand local bodiesto ensure
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that every childinthe age group 6-14 getsfree elementary education in aschool inthe
neighbourhood. At present, thereare nearly 22 crore childrenintherelevant age group.
However, 4.6 per cent of these children (nearly 92 lakh) are out of school.

Asper theAct, the school mangement committee or thelocal authority will identify the
drop-outs or out of school children above six years of age and admit them in classes
appropriatetotheir ageafter giving specia training.

RastriyaM adhyamik ShikshaAbhiyan (RM SA)

RMSA isacentraly sponsored schemefor Universaisation of accessto and improvement
of quality education at Secondary stagewasimplemented during 11th fiveyear plan period.

Thegoa of RMSA isto make secondary education of good quality available, accessible
and affordableto al young studentsin theage group 15-16 years(classes| X and X). The
major target of the schemeis (i) Universal access of Secondary level educationto all
studentsin the agegroup 15-16 yearsby 2015 by providing asecondary school within5
kilometersof any habitation and ahigher secondary school within 7 kilometers of any
habitationand (ii) Universa retention by 2010.

Strategiesfor implementation of RM SA

(i) Toprovideaccessof secondary school to students, following strategies have envisaged
intheRM SA framework.

(& up gradation of upper primary schools through construction of classrooms
|aboratories, computer rooms, headmaster room, library rooms, separatetoilets
for girlsand boys, appointment of additional teachersand

(b) Strengthening of existing secondary school sthrough construction of classrooms,
computer rooms, separatetoiletsfor girlsand boys, appointment of additional
teachers, strengthening of lab facilitiesand repair and renovation of existing school
buildings

(i) Toremovedisparity among thedifferent socid groupsof people, the schemeenvisages
the specia incentivefor studentsbelonging to SC/ST/minorities/other weaker sections
of thesociety.

(i) Toimprovethequality of RM SA schemeit has been proposed that following work
should be carried ouit.

a. Congtruction of sciencelab, libraries
b. In servicetraining of teachers
c. Leadership training of school head

d. Curricular reforms
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e. Scienceand Mathseducation
f. Computer aided educaiton
0. Co-curricular activities
h. Teachinglearning aids [
Notes =

INTEXT QUESTIONS 18.3

1. What wasBentinck’s Resolution of 1835?

2. Who adopted English astheofficial langauge of the government?

3. WhenwasIndianuniversitiesAct passed?

4. Wherewerethethreeuniversitiesestablishedin 185772

5. What wasthebasi s of education under the colonia rule?

6. What wasthe positive aspect of English education in pre-independence India?

7. Whendid education comeunder the concurrent list of the congtitution?

8. WhenwasNew National Policy on Education formulated?

9. Whicharethethrust areasin e ementary education?

10. What istheimportance of secondary education?

11. What istheaarming Situationin Higher Education stage?
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12. What isthe age group for adult education?

Notes

@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

Inthe Vedic period, education wasimparted in the‘ ashramas which were primarily
aprivilegeof the so called upper castes (varnas).

Educationwasa so provided by the guil dswhich became centresof technical education
during the period BC 200 - AD 300.

Buddhist monasteries and the Jain system of education played asignificant rolein
making Indiaaleading learning centreintheworld.

After the establishment of the Delhi Sultanate, the Mudim system of education was
introduced which was an el aborate system encompass ng both e ementary and higher
learning.

Theintroduction of Western education brought someradical changesin terms of
providing educationto al sectionsof society including theso called “ untouchables’.

TheNational Policy of Education 1986, marked asignificant step inthe history of
education inindependent India.

:‘ TERMINAL EXERCISE

N e

a M~ W

Briefly describethe devel opment of educationintheAncient period?

Discussthe stepsundertaken in thefield of education with the establishment of the
Dehi Sultanateinmedieva India?

What werethe changesintroduced in the system of education during Mughal s?
Elaborate the devel opment of education from 1854 to 1904.
Discussthe measuretaken inindependent Indiato eradicateilliteracy?

i
‘ I ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

18.1

1.
2.

The system of education changesalongwith thechangein culture.

The processof learning beginswith asacred thread ceremony.
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IntheAshramas.
Vayu, Kaf, Fitt (Air, Mucus, bile)
Adipuranaand Yashatilaka

() Educationwasapriviledge of upper classsociety.
Notes

(b) Useof Sanskrit languagein education

18.2

Makhtabs

Kings(therulers) and nobles

Muizzi, Nasiri, Firuzi - inDelhi

Mohammed Gawani’'sMadarsa- Bidar

Abdul Fazl’smadarsa- Fatehpur Sikri

It wastraditional in spirit and theologica in content.

Itinvolved inquiry, observation, investigation and experiment in education.

Heintroduced secular and scientific systemineducation.

18.3

a &~ W D

To promote European literature and sciences.
William Bentinck

1904

Bombay, Madras, Calcutta

To create an educated urban elite that would act asinterpreter between theruler and
theruled.

A new classof social reformersand educated political |leaderswere produced that
hel ped in thefreedom struggle of the country.

By the Congtitutional Amendment of 1976.

In 1986.

(&) Universal accessand enrolment

(b) Universal retention of children upto 14 yearsof age.

(¢) Subgtantia improvement inthequdity of educationtoenabledl childrentoachieve
essentid levelsof learning.
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10. It makeschildren familiar with the basic branches of knowledge.

11. (8) Thenumber of sudentsintheagegroup of 18-20 yearsenrolledfor higher education
islow.

(b) Theproportion of women, scheduled castesand tribesin higher educationisworse.

Notes § 12. 15-35years
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