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LAND CONSERVATION
IN THE VEDAS

Dear student, in the last lesson you've learned about Earth (one
of the five great elements). In this lesson, you will learn about
land conservation in the Vedas. Earth is the only place that has
nourished and protected biodiversity. ¶ekrk Hkwfe% iq=kks¿ge~ i`fFkR;k%¸¶ekrk Hkwfe% iq=kks¿ge~ i`fFkR;k%¸¶ekrk Hkwfe% iq=kks¿ge~ i`fFkR;k%¸¶ekrk Hkwfe% iq=kks¿ge~ i`fFkR;k%¸¶ekrk Hkwfe% iq=kks¿ge~ i`fFkR;k%¸

Conservation of land in the Vedas is inherent in the protection of
the mother's land. Even in the Earth Sukta of the Atharvaveda it
has been said that in order to protect the land, we should be ready
for self-sacrifice -¶o;a rq';a cfyâr%L;keA¸¶o;a rq';a cfyâr%L;keA¸¶o;a rq';a cfyâr%L;keA¸¶o;a rq';a cfyâr%L;keA¸¶o;a rq';a cfyâr%L;keA¸

After reading this lesson you will be able to:

• Understand the importance of conserving land in the Vedas;

• Understand the basic spirit of the Vedas for conservation of land.

In Vedic culture there is a lot of emphasis on conservation of land.
The Earth Sukta of the Atharvaveda is note worthy in this subject-

4

 OBJECTIVES

4.1 CONSERVATION OF LAND IN THE VEDAS
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¶;=ks Hkwfe fo[kukfe f{kiza rnfi jksgrqA¶;=ks Hkwfe fo[kukfe f{kiza rnfi jksgrqA¶;=ks Hkwfe fo[kukfe f{kiza rnfi jksgrqA¶;=ks Hkwfe fo[kukfe f{kiza rnfi jksgrqA¶;=ks Hkwfe fo[kukfe f{kiza rnfi jksgrqA

ekrs eeZ foe`Xofj ek rs ân;efiZre~AAekrs eeZ foe`Xofj ek rs ân;efiZre~AAekrs eeZ foe`Xofj ek rs ân;efiZre~AAekrs eeZ foe`Xofj ek rs ân;efiZre~AAekrs eeZ foe`Xofj ek rs ân;efiZre~AA

(Atharvaveda-12.1.35)

That is, O land! If I dig any part of you, it should be filled
immediately. O discoverable earth! I won't do anything that will
either hurt your heart or harm you.

This personal prayer towards the earth shows how sensitive the
Vedic sage is to the earth. If we keep this kind of sensation in our
minds, then the conservation of the land will be done by itself.

According to the Vedas, the earth is our shelter. It nurtures us
and takes care of us. Therefore it is our responsibility to protect
it. In the Atharvaveda, the sage says, O land! As long as I see
your various forms with the yam sun, till then my vision should
not destroy the best and good action.

Fig. 4.1



Land Conservation in the Vedas

 39OBE-Bharatiya Jnana Parampara

Notes

CLASS-II

;kor~ rs¿fHk foi';kfu Hkwes lw;s Zo esfnukA;kor~ rs¿fHk foi';kfu Hkwes lw;s Zo esfnukA;kor~ rs¿fHk foi';kfu Hkwes lw;s Zo esfnukA;kor~ rs¿fHk foi';kfu Hkwes lw;s Zo esfnukA;kor~ rs¿fHk foi';kfu Hkwes lw;s Zo esfnukA

rkoUes p{kqekZ es.VksrjkeqÙkjka lekl~ArkoUes p{kqekZ es.VksrjkeqÙkjka lekl~ArkoUes p{kqekZ es.VksrjkeqÙkjka lekl~ArkoUes p{kqekZ es.VksrjkeqÙkjka lekl~ArkoUes p{kqekZ es.VksrjkeqÙkjka lekl~A

(Atharvaveda 12.01.33)

The sage here wishes for the preservation of the various forms
of the earth.

Atharva, the sage of the Rigveda says that we should protect the
earth because this earth nourishes us, protects our wealth, has a
firm foundation, has gold in itself, is always moving, provides
happiness to all, is nurturing fire; such land which considers Indra
as prime, will protect us amidst the power of money -

¶fo'oEHkjk jlqpkuh izfr"Bk fgj.;o{kk txrks fous'kuh¶fo'oEHkjk jlqpkuh izfr"Bk fgj.;o{kk txrks fous'kuh¶fo'oEHkjk jlqpkuh izfr"Bk fgj.;o{kk txrks fous'kuh¶fo'oEHkjk jlqpkuh izfr"Bk fgj.;o{kk txrks fous'kuh¶fo'oEHkjk jlqpkuh izfr"Bk fgj.;o{kk txrks fous'kuh

oS'okuja fcHkzrh HkwfejfXufl¼ Í"kuk nzfo.ks uksn?kkrqAoS'okuja fcHkzrh HkwfejfXufl¼ Í"kuk nzfo.ks uksn?kkrqAoS'okuja fcHkzrh HkwfejfXufl¼ Í"kuk nzfo.ks uksn?kkrqAoS'okuja fcHkzrh HkwfejfXufl¼ Í"kuk nzfo.ks uksn?kkrqAoS'okuja fcHkzrh HkwfejfXufl¼ Í"kuk nzfo.ks uksn?kkrqA

(Atharvaveda 12.01.6)

The sage of the Atharvaveda expresses his concern for the
preservation of the Earth and says that O Earth! May we be

Fig. 4.2
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healthy in your lap. Keep ourselves prepared for sacrifice while
sustaining the life of our metals. Here the sage talks about
sacrificing our lives for the protection of the Earth.

miLFkkLrs vuehok v;{ek vLeH;a iarq i`fFkfo jlwrk%miLFkkLrs vuehok v;{ek vLeH;a iarq i`fFkfo jlwrk%miLFkkLrs vuehok v;{ek vLeH;a iarq i`fFkfo jlwrk%miLFkkLrs vuehok v;{ek vLeH;a iarq i`fFkfo jlwrk%miLFkkLrs vuehok v;{ek vLeH;a iarq i`fFkfo jlwrk%

nh?kZ u vkiq% izfrcqg;ekuk o;a rq';a cfyâr% L;keAAnh?kZ u vkiq% izfrcqg;ekuk o;a rq';a cfyâr% L;keAAnh?kZ u vkiq% izfrcqg;ekuk o;a rq';a cfyâr% L;keAAnh?kZ u vkiq% izfrcqg;ekuk o;a rq';a cfyâr% L;keAAnh?kZ u vkiq% izfrcqg;ekuk o;a rq';a cfyâr% L;keAA

(Atharvaveda 12.1.62)

The sage of the Arthavaveda warns that if the earth is not
preserved in time, then the human species should be prepared to
suffer the vicious cycle because just as the horse shakes off the
dust particles, in the same way earth, the planet, the protector of
the world, the receptive earth of flora and medicines, has always
shaken those humans who do not conserve it and harm it-

v'o bo jtks nqU/qos fu rku tuku~ ; vkf{k;u i`fFkoh ;kntk;r~Av'o bo jtks nqU/qos fu rku tuku~ ; vkf{k;u i`fFkoh ;kntk;r~Av'o bo jtks nqU/qos fu rku tuku~ ; vkf{k;u i`fFkoh ;kntk;r~Av'o bo jtks nqU/qos fu rku tuku~ ; vkf{k;u i`fFkoh ;kntk;r~Av'o bo jtks nqU/qos fu rku tuku~ ; vkf{k;u i`fFkoh ;kntk;r~A

eUnzkxz sRojh HkqouL; xksik ouLirhuka x`fHkjks"k/huke~AAeUnzkxz sRojh HkqouL; xksik ouLirhuka x`fHkjks"k/huke~AAeUnzkxz sRojh HkqouL; xksik ouLirhuka x`fHkjks"k/huke~AAeUnzkxz sRojh HkqouL; xksik ouLirhuka x`fHkjks"k/huke~AAeUnzkxz sRojh HkqouL; xksik ouLirhuka x`fHkjks"k/huke~AA

(Atharvaveda 12.1.57)

Fig. 4.3
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The sage of the Rigveda accorded the status of mother to the earth.

¶( ) firk tfurk ukfHkL=k cU;qes Z ekrk i`fFkoh egh;e~A¶( ) firk tfurk ukfHkL=k cU;qes Z ekrk i`fFkoh egh;e~A¶( ) firk tfurk ukfHkL=k cU;qes Z ekrk i`fFkoh egh;e~A¶( ) firk tfurk ukfHkL=k cU;qes Z ekrk i`fFkoh egh;e~A¶( ) firk tfurk ukfHkL=k cU;qes Z ekrk i`fFkoh egh;e~A

(Rigveda 1.164.23)

That is, the sky is my father, the fraternity is my navel, and this
earth is my mother who is the greatest.

In the Vrihdarnpakopanisd , Yajnavalkya explains to the sage
Maitreyi that this earth is the soul of all the bhut (core elements)
and all bhut are in the middle of this earth.

b;a i`Foh losZ"kka Hkwrkuka eèoL;Sb;a i`Foh losZ"kka Hkwrkuka eèoL;Sb;a i`Foh losZ"kka Hkwrkuka eèoL;Sb;a i`Foh losZ"kka Hkwrkuka eèoL;Sb;a i`Foh losZ"kka Hkwrkuka eèoL;S

i`fFkO;S lokZf.k Hkwrkfu e;qAi`fFkO;S lokZf.k Hkwrkfu e;qAi`fFkO;S lokZf.k Hkwrkfu e;qAi`fFkO;S lokZf.k Hkwrkfu e;qAi`fFkO;S lokZf.k Hkwrkfu e;qA

(Vrihadaranyakopanishad 2.5)

 When the Vedic sages are so conscious about the preservation
of the earth, then we should not over-exploit nature, but rather
emphasize the preservation of the earth.

Mahatma Gandhi also said that
the nature is capable of
fulfilling our needs but not in
fulfilling anyone's greed. Here,
Gandhi ji gives more indication
to stop the over exploitation of
nature and says that if the nature
is used by inclusive
conservation, then all the needs of human species can be fulfilled.

We should be conscious of the environment around us,
exploitation of land and conserve the earth as much as possible.

Fig. 4.1
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1. Fill in the following blanks -

(A) ;=ks ---------- fo"kukfe f{kiza rnfi jksgrqA

(B) ;kor~ rs¿fe ---------- Hkwfe lw;S.k esfnukA

(C) ---------- izfr"Bk fgj.;o{kk turks fuos'kuhA

(D) b;a ---------- i`fFkO;S lokZf.k Hkwrkfu eU?kqA

2. In the Vedic culture, whose status is given to the earth?

• Conservation of the Earth in Vedas

• Importance of Conservation of earth

1. What has been said in the Vedas for conservation of earth.

2. What did Mahatma Gandhi say about nature?

4.1

1. (a) land

(b) foi';kfe

(c) fo'oEHkjk olq/kuh

(d) i`Foh losZ"kka Hkwrkuka egoL;S

2. mother's status and honor

INTEXT QUESTIONS 4.1

TERMINAL QUESTIONS

ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT
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