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LAND CONSERVATION
IN THE VEDAS

Dear student, in the last lesson you've learned about Earth (one
of the five great elements). In this lesson, you will learn about
land conservation in the Vedas. Earth is the only place that has
nourished and protected biodiversity. “ AT fH: GRS gforen:”
Conservation of land in the Vedas is inherent in the protection of
the mother's land. Even in the Earth Sukta of the Atharvaveda it
has been said that in order to protect the land, we should be ready
for self-sacrifice - 94 q¥d afelgd=am™|"

After reading this lesson you will be able to:

e Understand the importance of conserving land in the Vedas;

e Understand the basic spirit of the Vedas for conservation of land.

4.1 CONSERVATION OF LAND IN THE VEDAS

In Vedic culture there is a lot of emphasis on conservation of land.
The Earth Sukta of the Atharvaveda is note worthy in this subject-
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“a3 qfa faemfa fag a’fa deq)
T o faraft w1 @ gamfia)
(Atharvaveda-12.1.35)

That is, O land! If I dig any part of you, it should be filled
immediately. O discoverable earth! I won't do anything that will

either hurt your heart or harm you.

This personal prayer towards the earth shows how sensitive the
Vedic sage is to the earth. If we keep this kind of sensation in our

minds, then the conservation of the land will be done by itself.

According to the Vedas, the earth is our shelter. It nurtures us
and takes care of us. Therefore it is our responsibility to protect
it. In the Atharvaveda, the sage says, O land! As long as I see
your various forms with the yam sun, till then my vision should

not destroy the best and good action.
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Traq dsfa faaearf @ wda afem
a8l AT 9HE |

(Atharvaveda 12.01.33) | Notes

The sage here wishes for the preservation of the various forms
of the earth.

Fig. 4.2

Atharva, the sage of the Rigveda says that we should protect the
earth because this earth nourishes us, protects our wealth, has a
firm foundation, has gold in itself, is always moving, provides
happiness to all, is nurturing fire; such land which considers Indra

as prime, will protect us amidst the power of money -

“fargarr TgEHt gfasst fexvaaen smmat faar
dvarR fagdt gfrfafas e sfau Higem)
(Atharvaveda 12.01.6)

The sage of the Atharvaveda expresses his concern for the
preservation of the Earth and says that O Earth! May we be
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healthy in your lap. Keep ourselves prepared for sacrifice while
sustaining the life of our metals. Here the sage talks about
sacrificing our lives for the protection of the Earth.

Notes

IYEATA STHIET e g uq gfufa o
3 7 g yiageaw 99 q¥9 dfdgd: @Il
(Atharvaveda 12.1.62)

The sage of the Arthavaveda warns that if the earth is not
preserved in time, then the human species should be prepared to
suffer the vicious cycle because just as the horse shakes off the
dust particles, in the same way earth, the planet, the protector of
the world, the receptive earth of flora and medicines, has always

shaken those humans who do not conserve it and harm it-
3T 3 W Ty 1 99 S 9 enfaree gt agsmE)
TSR] qaed M aaeadi Jiaassam)
(Atharvaveda 12.1.57)
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Land Conservation in the Vedas

The sage of the Rigveda accorded the status of mother to the earth.
“( ) faar st fee sgd A givet w@Ey

(Rigveda 1.164.23)

That is, the sky 1s my father, the fraternity is my navel, and this

earth is my mother who is the greatest.
In the Vrihdarnpakopanisd , Yajnavalkya explains to the sage
Maitreyi that this earth is the soul of all the bhut (core elements)
and all bhut are in the middle of this earth.
T Yedt gEW qar AeEed
gfersd waffor sgfy w3y

(Vrihadaranyakopanishad 2.5)

When the Vedic sages are so conscious about the preservation

of the earth, then we should not over-exploit nature, but rather

emphasize the preservation of the earth.

Mahatma Gandhi also said that ¥
the nature is capable of =
fulfilling our needs but not in |
fulfilling anyone's greed. Here,
Gandhi j1 gives more indication
to stop the over exploitation of
nature and says that if the nature
is used by inclusive

conservation, then all the needs of human species can be fulfilled.

We should be conscious of the environment around us,

exploitation of land and conserve the earth as much as possible.
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PR
h»@ « INTEXT QUESTIONS 4.1
1. Fill in the following blanks -

2. In the Vedic culture, whose status is given to the earth?

@— WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

e (Conservation of the Earth in Vedas

e Importance of Conservation of earth

H TERMINAL QUESTIONS

1. What has been said in the Vedas for conservation of earth.

2. What did Mahatma Gandhi say about nature?

[ ]
ﬂ ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS
4.1

1. (a) land
(b) feraganta
(c) Torgerms @y g
(d) geelt T ST TEer

2. mother's status and honor
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