Note

SHRI SUKTAM

This Shri isnot only the material prosperity but both here and
there prosperities - as contained in Shri Suktam of Rig-Veda
But, over atimethislabel hascometo mean goddess Lakshmi,
the consort of Narayana, who in turn isthe anthropomorphized
goddess presiding over every kind of prosperity, as has been
adumbrated in canons like, saubhgya lakshmi upani Shad,
laksnmi tantraetc.

Shri as contained in Rig-Veda Shi Suktam isprimarily meant
to mean - anon-deficient, non-exiguous, non-sparse - awant-
less-syndrome; but not overabundance, hoarding, or amassing
syndrome; a completeness, plenitude; Pashu Sampada -
plenitude of cattle; Dhanya Sampada - of grain and ceredls;
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Vidya Sampada- of education; Santana Sampada- of progeny;
Vak Siddhi = of speech; Vak Shuddhi - expression; health,
vigour, vitality - and what not. Ultimately —Bhogaand Bhagyam
- living a self-sufficient life till its finish, of course, through
all thesewant-less-syndromes.

To arrive at the concept of the syllable Shri, it is necessary to
scribble the meanings of Shri Suktam on the above lines,
because its etymological formation and derivation - the
formation of aword and the devel opment of itsmeaning - occurs
in 3rd hymn of that Suktam.

Tojot down the meaning of this Suktam, another deterrent is
the word Jata-Veda, who in this Suktam is continuously
propitiated to fetch that plenitude. Jata-Veda, the Ritual-Fire,
Is alesser god in hierarchy of gods, when compared to the
consort of all-powerful Narayana, and how can he fetch a
superior god/goddessto the fire-oblator - will be the ensuing
guestion. Then, will it be worthwhileto go on pouring costly
cow-gheeinto fire, wishing unknown prosperity or plenitude,
or goddess L akshmi herself - will be another question.

After reading thislesson you will be ableto:

e recitetheentire Shri Suktam;

¢ understand the meaning of Shri Suktam
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8.1 SRI SUKTAM

Note I 30 feoaeurt efRoft gavivsawsiy |

Tegi TRRonEt FeHt Sdder 7 3mag 1191l

orn hiranyavarnam harinim suvarna rajata-srajam |

candrar hiran-mayim laksmim jatavedo ma avaha || 1 ||

O Jatavedal O Agni! Invitefor my sake, the Goddess of good
fortune and the luck golden-hued dame, the doe-like, moon-
likemaiden wreathedingold and silver.

af T a9 SATddel SeHHTIIEA |

— -

7wt fekod faad smred gH e IR

tarm ma avaha jata-vedo laksmim anapagaminim |

yasyam hiranyarh vindeyarh gamasvarm purusan aham || 2 ||

O Knower-of-all-beings! Take me to the Goddess of Good
Fortune - not a unstable deity, but one who is stable. May |
obtain gold, cows, horsesand men from her. May | beblessed
withal themateria needs, such aswedlth, cattle, conveyances,
friends, servantsand children.
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Fggat YAt gRaAE-gaiaEg |
ford Seugd mi a1zl

Note
asva-piirvam ratha-madhyarh hasti-nada prabodhinim |

$riyam devim upahvaye $rir-ma devi jusatam || 3 ||

| invoke Mother goddess Lakshmi to approach me with
horses ahead and chariots in the middle and tumultous
sounds of elephants.

& ARAAT RRoasTHRMAE! Sl gar qug |
el Rt gerEvT arieEagd f9Eg 1g |l

karh sosmitarh hiranya prakaram ardrarh jvalantim trptarh tarpayantim |

padme sthitarm padma-varnarh tam ihopahvaye Sriyam || 4 ||

| invoke the smiling Goddess of prosperity, lotus-like in
colour, beaming, content, satisfying, seated on alotus, in a
rampart of gold. She transcends all sense perception. Sheis
the ultimate one.

g T T3 Aol (99 Al Sao[SMHeRM |
T U ZRUHE ToesaeEm TRt @ gur iyl
candrarh prabhasam yasasa jvalantir sriyarn loke deva justam udaram |

tar padminimirh $aranam aharm prapadye'laksmir me nasyatarn tvarm vrne || 5 |
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| seek refuge in the brilliant Goddess who is generous and
delightful and bright like moon. This Goddess of prosperity

Is assiduously sought after by devas. May her opposite -
alakshmi- denoted by desire, anger, greed, penury, unhappiness
and misfortune be utterly destroyed of mine.

Note

snfeaTl auarsfisTar aaedfavad garsy fae: |

AT B dIAT Javd ATFaarel STerm T@eHT: [I&]

aditya varne tapaso'dhijato vanaspatis tava vrkso'tha bilvah |

tasya phalani tapasa niidantu mayantara yasca bahya alaksmih || 6 ||

O Deity, dazzling like the Sun’s orb! The bilva tree which
comes to fruition without flowering has sprung from your
austerity. It'sfruits are the result of your penance. May the
bilvafruit dispel any ignorance and impediments, inner and
outer. May they destroy my misfortune.

siiq wf deaa: Rifdy =@ T |
st s R gag @ ol

upaitu marh deva-sakhah KirtiSca manina saha |

pradurbhiito’smi rastre'smin kirtim rddhirm dadatu me || 7 ||

May the friends of the Deva approach me with fame and
precious stones. | am born in this country bless me with
prosperity and cel ebrity.
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AT ST SASHGEH! ATZEIET |

sfarelcg = Tat Holg 7 & el

ksut-pipasarn malarm jyestham alaksmir nasayamyaham |

Note
abhiitim asamrddhirh ca sarvan nirnida me grhat || 8 ||

| shall driveaway from myself impurities, hunger and thirst.
O Goddess banish from my homeall mis-fortune, calamaities
and poverty.

TR RTI HAgRT HAMOT |
SR AT aTHEdgd B IR
gandha-dvarar duradharsarh nitya pustam karisinim |

1$varigur sarva bhiitanar tam ihopahvaye $riyam || 9 ||

| invoke here in this world the Goddess of prosperity, the
Mother Earth, who isinviolableto us. Sheisof exhaustable
nourishment, representing wealth of cattle. Sheisthe mistress
of all creaturesof thisunivese.

1 I~ [}
T HHATRIG aT: AIHHE |

T[T TR A ff: At 73w %ol

manasah kamam akitim vacas satyam asimabhi |

pastnagurh ripam-annasya mayi $ri$ $rayatarm yasah || 10 ||
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May al my pure desires be fulfilled. May al my positive
Intentions come true and my utterances by truthful. May the
Goddess be with me for ever in the form of abundant food,
increased fame, fineform all all kinds of domestic animals.

HIHT TSI AT AT HaA |
fort 9 # F& AR qRHETSHE 19911

kardamena praja-bhuta mayi sammbhava kardama |

$riyar vasaya me kule mataram padma malinim || 11 ||

O Kardama! By your advent, the Goddess has become a
Mother, do residewith me. Establishthe Mother, the Goddess
of proserity and wealth, wreathed with garlands of lotuses, in
my habitation.

3T9: Foted REvar i a1 4 92 |
= 2 AR B A A o IR

apas srjantu snigdhani ciklita vasa me grhe |

JJJJJ

L et thewatersproducefriendly results. Lord Kamadeva Come
and stay with me. Make your Mother, the Goddess of plenty,
abideinmy abode.
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i fERoaet @edl Sidder 9 smdg 119311 Note

ardrarh puskarinim pustim suvarnarm hema malinim |

stryam hiranmayirm laksmim jatavedo ma avaha || 13 ||

O! Jataveda, the Divine Pure Fire! Bring me the universal
golden Lakshmi, moist with compassion. Endowed with
tawny colour, she nourishes the worlds. Sheis attended by
elephants. She wears a garland of beautiful flowersandis
bedecked in gold.

G T: HROT I FaoT T |
At fexoedt gedt Staaer 7 SmaE 199l

ardram yah karinim yastim pingalam padma malinim |

candram hiranmayim laksmim jatavedo ma avaha || 14 ||

O! Jataveda, theuniversal DivineFire! Bring metheannointed
L akshmi of golden hue. Bring theMother goddess who holds
the mace in her hand. Lead the Deity of prosperity to my
dwelling.
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af | Tag Sl GEETEEe |

Tegf R¥9g d et grRErser, f9d gEuEe 194 ||

tarh ma avaha jatavedo laksmim anapagaminim |

yasyarh hiranyarh prabhiitarh gavo dasyo'$van vindeyath puriisan aham || 15 ||

O! Mystic Firel Bring megracefull |akshmi who will always
stay with me. May | be endowed by her grace, wealth in
plenty, horses and cattle, maids and servants, friends and
companions.

T ZM: JFANET JEATCTETST e |

ITh TFeI o YT Add oud 19g I

yas$ $ucih prayato bhiitva juhuyad ajyam anvaham |

stiktam pafica dasarcam ca $ri kama satatarn japet || 16 ||

Whoever desire to obtain Lakshmi, should having purified
himself and become equananimous, should daily offer fire
sacrifice with ghee, reciting the al fifteen stanzas of this
Srisukta.

TS UeI3% USIier Ierayd |
T eIy g3Ifer a9 et SHT=Eg 1199 ||

padma-priye padmini padma-haste padmalaye padma-dalayataksi |

vi$va-priye visnu mano’nukile tvat pada padmam mayi sannidhatsva || 17 ||
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O! Lakshmi with beautifull eyeslikelotusesand to who lotuses

are dear, who holdslotusesin her glorious hands, and dwells

within the lotus of the heart, the beloved of the whole world

and the one to whom Lord Vishnu conceeds, may your lotus Note
feet always bethe object of contemplation for me.

3 TR I 99 Jvu— 7 dmfE |
et o e |

30 =1feer: 2T B |

Om santih santih santih
r .\

Le « INTEXT QUESTIONS 8.1

R Rad-
L. e giofl gaoiRsassm |

@ WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

e Proper recitation of Shri shuktam
e Meaning of Shri-shukatm
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ﬁ TERMINAL QUESTIONS

Not
ote 1.

Write theimportance of Shri-Suktam

ﬂ ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTINS
1. fewaon
2. IUEAT
3. fom
4. AYANSTISIIAT
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