PREPARING JEEVAMRITA

The agricultural activitieswerein the centre of Indian economy
inthe ancient period. Eventoday it isequally important and still
alarge number of people aredirectly or indirectly involved with
the industries associated with the agriculture. The increasing
population aso increases the demand of agriculture products.
Thispressurisesthe Indian agriculture industriesto produce more
farm products to meet theincreasing needs. Dueto thiswe have
started to use more chemical fertilizers which are harmful for
human health and also decrease soil fertility. Therefore, use of
organic fertilizers become more important.

In this lessons, we will study about Jeevamrita/jeevamrutha,
which isafermented microbial culture.

After studying thislesson, you will be able to:

e definethe Jeevamrita;

e explaintheimportance of Jeevamritaand
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e describe the process of preparing Jeevamrita

e totheagricultura field

Notes
11.1 WHAT ISJEEVAMRITA

Jeevamritaljeevamrutha is a fermented microbial culture. In
simplewords, we can say that it'sacombination of someorganic
components in water which is fertile and useful for plants. It
provides nutrients, but most importantly, actsasacatal ytic agent
that promotes the activity of microorganisms in the soil.
Jeevamritaa so increasesthe earthworm activity inthe soil. The
earthworms make the land porous; which helps the easy
penetration of air and sunlight. This increases the nitrogen
percentage in the soil and aso helps to increase some helpful
bacteria.

Inlessons of Vocational Skillsat Level A, we have studied about
theimportance of cow at our home. Cow givesusmilk, whichis
used in various ways. The Cowdung and urine are also equally
important, as they are used as fertilizers for agriculture. After
receiving the cowdung, it takes48 hoursfor fermentation process.
The aerobic (lives in the presence of oxygen) and anaerobic
bacteria (do not require oxygen to live) are found in the cow
dung and urine. It provides suitable conditions for bacteria to
grow. The foods given to cows are not fully digested in her
stomach. Some of the organicingredientslike pulse, flour, others
organic foods are still found in cowdung and urine. Thisisthe
food for bacteria. They eat these organic ingredients and grow
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very fast. The cowdung, urine and other bio productsareusedin
preparing Jeevmitra. Let's study the process of preparing
Jeevamritain detail.

11.2 ADVANTAGES OF JEEVAMRITA

The concept of Jeevamritacomesfrom the Zero Budget Natural
Farming. The Zero Budget Natural Farming wasinitially started
In the areas of Karnataka and Maharashtra. The practitioners of
Zero Budget Natural Farming used Jeevamrita, Begjamrita,
Achhadana (Mulching) and Whapasa(Moisture). They arecalled
asthefour pillarsof Zero Budget Natural Farming. Jeevamritais
used for alonger period and given with water. It isvery important
for improving soilsfertility. It has many advantages:

e [tactsasan agent toincreasethe microbial count and friendly
bacteriain the sail.

e As the preparation time is only 4-5 days, it can be used
effectively and frequently for alonger period of time.

e Jeevamrita helpsto increase the earthworm count in the soil.
Earthworm makes the soil porous which has a higher water
holding capacity. It alsoimproves agration, bring up minerals
from deep in the subsurface that are often in short supply in
surface layers.

e If used consstently it can eradicate the need for chemica
fertilizerscompletely.

OBE-Bharatiya Jnana Parampara

Notes



Notes

Preparing Jeevamrita

e Itimprovesthe PH leve of the soil.

e Suitable for al crops and increases the yield and cuts down
on entire expenses of Chemical fertilizers.

PN

Le_ INTEXT QUESTIONS 11.1

Fill in the blanks

1. Jeevamritaisa microbial culture.

2. Jeevamrita increases the activity in the
soil.

3. They eat these ingredients and grow very fadt.

4. They arecdledasthe of Zero Budget Naturd
Farming.

5. Itimprovesthe level of the soil.

11.3HOW TO PREPARE JEEVAMRITA?

Cowdung and urine are main component for preparing
Jeevamrita. A handful of undisturbed soil is also added to
the preparation, as inoculate of native species of microbes
and organisms. Jeevamrita also helps to prevent fungal and
bacterial plant diseases. Under, Zero Budget Natural Farming, it
IS suggested to use Jeevamrutha continuously for three years.
L ater that, the system becomes self-sustaining. It will not require
more Jeevamrita and can provide all important component
naturally.
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We have studies about the advantages of Jeevamrita yet.
Let's know the method of preparing Jeevamrita step by

step:

Notes

e Place 200 liters of water in abarrel.

e Add 10 Kgfreshlocal cow dung.

e Add 10 liters aged cow urine.

e Add2Kgof Jaggery (alocal type of brown sugar).

e 2Kgof pulseflour and ahandful of soil from the bund of the
farm.

e Stir the solution well and let it ferment for 48 hours in the
shade.

o Now jeevamritaisready for application.

11.4HOW TO USE JEEVAMRITA?

You can prepare Jeevamrita by using this method. Now it's
important to know that how to use the Jeevamrita, so that it can
be effective and useful. First of all itsimportant to identify the
area of land to be covered for using Jeevamrita. As per the
standard use, 200 litersof Jeevamritais sufficient for one acre of
land. Jeevamritacan be used twice amonth. The best way to use
Jeevamrita isto mix withtheirrigation water. You can also apply
it asa 10% foliar spray.
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Le_ INTEXT QUESTIONS 11.2

Fill in the blanks

1. and are main component for

o &~ 0D

preparing Jeevamrita.

Place of water in abarrd!.

200 liters of Jeevamritais sufficient for

Jeevamrita can be used amonth.

You can aso apply it asa 10%

@— WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT

Jeevamrita/jeevamruthais afermented microbial culture.
It provides nutrients.
Cow gives us milk, which is used in various ways.

The Cowdung and urine are also equally important, asthey
are used asfertilizersfor agriculture.

The concept of Jeevamrita comes from the Zero Budget
Natural Farming.

The practitioners of Zero Budget Natural Farming used
Jeevamrita, Begamrita, Achhadana (M ul ching) and Whapasa
(Moisture).

They are called as the four pillars of Zero Budget Natural
Farming.
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As the preparation time is only 4-5 days, it can be used
effectively and frequently for alonger period of time.

Cowdung and urine are main component for preparing
Jeevanmrita.

A handful of undisturbed soil isalso added to the preparation.

The best way to use Jeevamrita isto mix with theirrigation
waler.

You can aso apply it asa 10% foliar spray.

ETERMINAL QUESTIONS

1.
2.

What is Jeevamrita?

In which states, Zero Budget Natural Farming was started
first time?

What arethe four pillars of Zero Budget Natural Farming?
Explain the steps for the preparation of Jeevamrita?

How we can use Jeevamrita?

M ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS

1. fermented
2. earthworm

3. organic
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4. four pillers

5. PH

Cowdung, urine
200 liters
one acre of land

twice

a & w0 DN P

foliar spray
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