RENAISSANCE
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Renaissance isaword which means “Re-Birth”. Thusit stands to depict the
revival of Art, Architectureand Literaturein 14" to 17" century. Renaissance
began with therevival of interest in ancient classical culture of Greeksand Ro-
mans. Thisperiod wasknown for new experiments, power of reasoning, lawsand
discoveries. Thusit was called the “Age of Enlightment”. Renaissance had
spread from Ear ly Renaissanceto High Renaissance and finally to Manner-
ism and Baroque.

Though, 14" century Renaissance with prominent Artists like Duccio and
M asaccio had more gothic method of narration and lessanatomy knowledge, yet
they show senseof scientific proportion and observationintheir painting. 15" Cen-
tury Renaissance gave enough stressto balance and harmony inArt and Nature.
Theuseof light, shadow, foreshortening and perspective had been perfected. The
most famous paintersof thisperiod are L eonar dodaVinci, Raphae andMichae
Angelo. Mannerist Artistsextended the principlesof High Renaissanceand
tend to represent elongated figuresinillogical spaces. Here, the emphasiswas
given moreto show human soul with anatomically corrected human body.

OBJECTIVES

After studying thislesson, thelearner should be ableto:
e explantheevolution of Renaissance;

® describethe development of thisperiod;

e writeabout theArtistsand their working style;

e identify theenlistedArt works.

PAINTING

MODULE - 2

I ntroduction of
Western Art

Notes




MODULE -2

I ntroduction of
Western Art

BIRTH OF VENUS

PAINTING




Renaissance

5.1 BIRTH OFVENUS

Title — Birth of Venus

Artis  — SandroBotticeli

Medium — Temperaoncanvas

Period — 1485-1486

Syle — Renaissance

Callection— Gdleriadegli Uffizi inHorence
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Sandro Botticdli painted Birth of Venusin about 1486. This painting showsone
of the best examples of rebirth of classical motifsinspired by 2™ century ancient
Greek masterpieces. The painting depictsthe classical goddess‘ Venus emerging
fromthewater on shell. The nude goddessisarepresentation not of earthly but
spiritud love. Shearrivesasafull grownwoman, symbolizing beauty and truth. She
isjoined by one of the goddesses of seasons, who offer her cloth embroidered with
flowersto cover her body. On the other side emergeswind god like angelsfree
flowing inair. Venus standsin the centre with modest posewhich recallsancient
Gothic'ssculptures. The anatomy of Venusdoesnot display thestrict classical real-
ism, as sheisshown with elongated neck and her | eft shoulder slopesat unusual
angle. Shebearsdimandlong limbs. Thecool artificial light adds soft harmonious

beauty to the painting.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS5.1

(@ Whatisshowninthepicture”Birth of Venus’ by Botticelli?
(b) What doesVenussymbolizeinthispainting?

(0 Whatisthenatureof theanatomy of Venus?

(d) Whatisthenatureof lightinthispainting?

5.2 MONALISA

Title — Monalisa

Artigt —  LeonardodaVinci

Medium  —  Oil on Poplar Wood

Period — 16" century

Syle —  Renaissance

Collection —  LouvreMuseum, Paris
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L eonardodaVinci (1452-1519) wasan Italian painter. Hewasregarded both as
scientist and artist. Among many famouspaintings, ‘ TheL ast supper’, ‘ TheVir-
gin of theRocks and‘MonalLisa’ standfor ever universal fame. MonaLisa
waspaintedin 16" century on poplar woodin il colours. It depictsawoman sitting
with amysterious smilewhich seemsto welcomethe observer. L eonar do used a
pyramid design, where her folded handsform the base. Thereisadramatic contrast
of light and dark. Thebrightly lit faceisframed with variouselementslike hair, vell,
and shadows. In the portrait of Mona Lisa thereisno visible facia hair, even
eyebrows and eyelashes are shown missing; still the smile onthewoman’sface
depicted morestriking when looking at the portrait’seye than when looking at the
mouthitself. Thereisavast landscape behind the portrait. It depictsicy mountain,
valley and curved river. Therepresentation of the painting M ona L isareflects
L eonar do’svisionto connect humanity with nature.

Notes

EI INTEXT QUESTIONS5.2

(& Writeonthedifferent areasinwhichVinci contributed.
(b) Why isMonaL isaappreciated so much?

() Whatisthebackground of thispainting?

(d) Whatisthemediumof paintingMonalLisa?

Title - Pieta

Artist —  Michad Angdlo
Medium -  Marblesculpture
Period -  1498-1499
Syle —  Renaissance

Collection — St Peter’'s, Rome
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Pietaisasculpture made by Michael Angeloin 1498-1499. Itiscreated from a
singledab of marble. Thisfamouswork shows'Virgin Mary’ holding the dead
body of Chrigt inher hands. Themother stswhile Christ restsdead onher lap. The
interpretation of hisworksbalanced the Renai ssanceideal sof classical beauty and
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artist’sown creative expressions. The structure of thissculptureispyramidal in
shape. Here he depicts M adonna much younger than her son, the Christ to ex-
press her purity. Thisisthemost highly finished work of Michael Angelo. The
scul pture has unique drapery movements and strong anatomy details. The other
famousworksof art created by Michael Angelo arethe sculpture of * David’,
‘Moses and the Frescoeson the celling of the Sistine chapel in Rome.

INTEXT QUESTIONS5.3

(@ Whatisthethemeof ‘Pieta’ ?

(b) How many figuresareused inthe sculpture” Pieta” ?Namethe charactersin
thissculpture.

() Writethebasic structureof “Pieta” .

54 THENIGHT WATCH

Title — TheNight Watch
Artigt — Rembrandt

Medium — Oil onCanvas

Period - 1642

Syle — Renaissance (Baroque)

Collection —  RijksMuseum, Amsterdam
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Rembrandt wasaDutch painter. Hewasaredist. Inmost of hispaintings, wesee
themysteriesintheplay of light and shade. Thistendsto highlight the* soul’ of the
painting. Rembrandt painted ‘ Night Watch’ between 1640-1642. For along
timethe painting was kept coated with adark varnish which gave theincorrect
impression that the painting depicted anight scene but when thevarnishwasre-
moved in 1940 it was discovered to represent broad day light.

Thispaintingillustratesthe young captain giving order to hislieutenant tomarch his
Company civilians. The painting shows effective use of light and shadows. The
captain isdressed in black with ared sash. Thelieutenant and asmall girl are
shown wearing yellow dresswhich aso symbolizesthe colour of victory. Thereis
also awhitedead chicken hanging from the girl’ sbelt shown to represent defeated
enemy. Inthe background standsadrummer to energizethe march. The painting
showsthe mastery to depict thetraditional-military portraitswith expression.
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(@ Mentionthecharacteristicfeaturesof Rembrandt'spainting.
(b) Writeonthethemeof “ TheNight Watch” by Rembrandt. Notes

() What doesthispaintingillustrate?

(d) Whenwasthevarnishremoved from the surface of thispainting?

J"'i.-
Fj WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

Renaissancemeans'rebirth’, thusit standsto depict revival of ancient classica
culture. It spread from Early Renaissance, High Renaissance to Baroque.
Renai ssance gave more stressto anatomical corrected human body with perspec-
tive, foreshortening and pyramida composition and play of dramatic light became
thecommon featureof thisperiod. Themost famousartist of thisperiod areM asaccio,
Botticelli, Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, Michael Angelo, Rembrandt and
Rubens.

El TERMINAL EXERCISES

What do you mean by theword * Renaissance’ ? Explain themain features of
thisperiod?

How ‘Venus isbeing represented inthe painting * Bir th of Venus ?
Describethepainting*Monalisa’ ?

Writeashort noteon the sculpture* Pieta’ ?

o c w0 DN

Describethepainting * Night Watch’?

j ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS

1. (@ Venusemergingfromthewater onshell.
(b) Venussymbolizesbeauty and truth.

(c) Itdoesnotfollow classical realism, rather itiselongated.

(d) Cool, artificial light.
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(b) A mysterioussmilewhich seemstowel cometheobserver.
(0 Landscapewithmountain, valley andriver.
(d) Qil onpoplar wood.
3. (@ Virgin Mary holdingthedead body of Jesus.
(b) Two, Mary and Jesus.
() Pyramidd
4. (8 Myderiesintheplay of light and shade.
(b) Not anight scenebut aday scene.
() Theyoung captaingiving order to hislieutenant to march hiscompany.
(d) 1940
GLOSSARY
Anatomy — Science of body structure.
Cloak —Over garment hanging loosaly from shoulders
Dramatic—Play of exciting or emotional event
Elongated — Stretched out

Frescoes—Wall painting donein watercol our/tempera
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For eshor tening — Showing aobject shortening at distance dueto perspec-
tive

~N

Humanity —Humanrace
8. Interpretation—Explanation

9. Mannerism— Styleof same 16" Italian painterswho exaggerated thefor-
mulae of design of High Renaissancepainters.

10. Narration —Depicting the concerned event
11. Spiritual —Religious
12. Pyramidal —Structurewith square base and s oping Sidesmeeting at centre.
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