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‘I mpressionism’ wasan artistic movement that drew inspiration fromthesmplic-
ity of everyday life. Thename'* I mpressionism’ wasgiven by an art critic at the
first exhibition of thisart groupin 1874. Theartistsof impressionismfollowed a
styleor movement in art concerned with the effect of light on objects. They came
out of thestudioto paintin open air, working quickly to create animpression of
what they felt in visible universe. These artists attempted to capturefreely and
spontaneoudly thenatural, ever changing effectsof light and colour. Impressionist
cameto represent amajor break between classical and modern painting. For im-
pressionism, like most movements, wasarebellion against the conventional and
academic standards, which in every age seem to have the support of the masses.
Here, the artistswere more attracted to subjects, such asrivers, pools, harbours,
cityscape and human forms. Some of the pioneering artistsof thismovement were
Claude M onet, Eduardo Manet, Auguste Renoir and Edgar Degas.

Post | mpr essionist was both an extension of impressionism and arejection of
their limitations. Though Post Impressionist continued the use of distinctivebrush
strokes applying vivid colours. The selection of subjectswerefromred life, but
they gave moreimportance to geometrical formsor distorted formsto express
fedingsof their inner version. Geor ge Seur at and hisfollowers concerned them-
selveswith pointillism; the systematic use of tiny dots of colour. Paul Cezanne
introduced asense of volumeand structureto painting, while Gauguin and Vincent
Van Gogh used coloursand vibrant swirling brush strokesto convey their fedings
andtheir state of mind.

OBJECTIVES

After studying thislesson, thelearner should be ableto:

e identify themainfeaturesof theseart movements,
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. . . Lo o Introduction of
e (differentiate the different stylistic approach of paintings done by} western Art

impressonigts,
e mentionthestyleof enlisted artists;

® describetheformation of “impressionism”.

_ Notes
e dtatethepioneersof theseArt Movements.

6.1WATERLILIES

Title — "Water Lilies'
Artist — ClaudeMonet
Medium — Qil colours
Period — 1899

Syle — Impressonism

Collection — National Gallery, London
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Amongtheentirelmpressionists, Claude M onet wasthe most dedi cated and spon-
taneous artist to capture ever changing moods of nature. Hewasbornin Parison
14th November 1840. Mogt of hislife, hetravelled tirelesdy seeking new settings
and effects of natureto paint. Heiswidely regarded for hisenchanting flower -
landscape, river with boats, seascape and rock coast. He endlessly painted the
wonderful water-garden which gave him hisfinal great public recognition. Inthe
seriesof “Water Lilies® in1899-1900, the ‘ Japanese Bridge’ acrossthe pond
acted asthe central featuresof the paintings. Inamost all these paintingsthe sky
wasbardly aosent but hefredy painteditshbrilliant reflectionsin many vibrant colours
to add extraordinary depth. Thefresh blossomed L iliesof varioussizesadd tothe

beauity of the painting.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONSG.1

1. Whodidpaintthe" Water Lilies".

2. Whatisthestyleof Monet'stechnique?

3. What did M onet want to capturein hispainting?
4. Whatistheroleof sky inhispaintings?
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e
Tite - Moulin delaGalette

Artist - Auguste Renoir

Medium -  OilonCanvas Notes
Period - 1876

Syle - Impressonign

Collection -  MuseeDe

L'impressonnisme, Paris
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Auguste Renoir (1841-1919) was a French Artist. He painted ‘M oulin dela
Galette' in 1876. The painting showsyoung peopleenjoying life, picnics, dance
and party. Renoir wasacreator of soft, sentimental and charming paintings. While
painting he used his sharp observation to register the movement, atmosphere and
images of Parsian society. He used shadesof purple, white and bluetonesto unite
themodelling of figuresdressed in fashionable clothes. He added delight and fresh-
nessin colour which sparkleslifein hispainting. Hisworks show tendernessand
harmony in perfectly balanced and pleasant compositions. Renoir prefersto paint
group composition, portraitsand female mode studies. He was expert to commu-
nicatetheimpression of joy of lifethrough hispaintings.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONSG6.2

1. Whatisthenameof the painter of Moulin dela Galette?
2.  Mentionthestyleof thepainting M oulin dela Galette.

3.  What washispreferencein choosing atheme?
4

What do hisworks show bes des pleasant composition?

6.3 DANCE CLASS

Title - Dance Class

Artigt - Edgar Degas

Medium -  OilonCanvas

Period - 1873-1876

Syle - Impressonism

Collection -  Museumof Art, Toledo, Ohio (USA)
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Thepainting ‘ Dance Class wascreated by aFrench painter Edgar Degasborn
inParis, (Naples) in 1834. Unlike other impressionist Edgar Degasrefused to
paint from nature. :Hewasinterested mainly in human presence. Among hismost
notable achievementsare hispaintings of ballet dancersinfrillsskirtspracticing,
getting ready or just revolving around the stage. Hisoff centred composition gave
impression of spontaneity to capture gesture or aposefull of life. Inmost of his
paintingshe preferredto play with artificia light of thethesatre, thanto sunlight. His
most favourite medium was pastel. Sometimes he used different mediumsinthe
same picture or else he would superimpose coats of pastel in order to obtain
trangparencies between layers. Other than painting, Degasal so took up scul pture
to expressrhythmic movements of dancersinreal space.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONSG6.3

1. WhywasDegasdifferent from other impressionist painters?
2. Whichmedium of coloursdid he prefer to use?

3. Why did Degas make scul pture?

4. Whendidhepant" DanceClass'?

6.4 STILLLIFEWITH ONIONS

Title - Sill Lifewith Onions
Artigt - Paul Cezanne

Medium - Oil onCanvas

Period - 1895-1900

Syle - PostImpressionism.
Collection - Museed Orsay, Paris

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Paul Cezanne (1839-1906) was a post— mpressionist who explored new means
of expression. Hispaintingsshow simplification of natura forms. Accordingtohim
everything in nature could bereduced to solid geometrical such ascone, cylinder,
and cube. Hetendsto turn recognised or real formsinto structural impression.
Thushewassaid to start *abstract painting’, which later gave birthto Cubism.
Heisknownas'Father of Cubism'. Whether it washisstill life, landscape, por-
trait, or familiar humblefolk, al hispaintings convey intense study of the selected
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subject. Inhispainting* Sill Lifewith Onions', herendered formsby interpreting
thelight and shade of an object in varying tones of same colours. He used plane
colour strokesto depict colour relations. Hiscomposition shows perfect vertical
and horizontal breakswith interesting arrangement of three-dimensiona formsin
space. With the use of red and yellow, the vibration of light isreproduced, while
sufficient quantity of blue and white drapery addsthefeeling of air and space.
Cezannewould bealwaysregarded asthefather of modern painting ashisstyle
formsthe bridge between thelate 19th century impr essionism and theearly 20th
century moder nism or cubism.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONSG6.4

1. WhatisCezanne scontributionto thedevelopment of ‘ Cubism’?

2. Writetwo important featuresof hispainting “ Still Lifewith Onions’.
3. Whatishisstyleof painting?

4. Whyisheregardedas" Father of Cubism™ ?

6.5 STARRY NIGHT

Title - SarryNight
Artigt - VincentVan Gogh
Medium - Qil colours

Period - 1889

Syle - PogtImpressonism

Collection

National Gallery, London
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

Vincent Van Gogh (1853 - 1890) wasaDutch painter. Though hislifewasfull of
miseries, poverty and discouragement, hewasadedicated painter. Inal of Van
Gogh’spaintings, colour carriesgreater importancethan just theexpression of the
forms. Hetendsto depict natural scenesintermsof colours, not light and shade. In
hispainting* Starry Night’ thereisanight sky filled with stars. Hispainting shows
well balanced compositionswith harmony of colours. The painting iscomposed
with variouselementslikeswirling cloud, glowing starsand abright moon. Inthe
background below thehillsliesasmall townwith achurch and small buildings. To
theleft of the painting thereisamassive dark structure depicting top of anisolated
cypresstree. Thestarsin thenight sky are surrounded with their own orbit of light.
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Thisrepresentation of the sky keepstheviewer’seyesmoving about the painting, || \western Art

folllowing the curves. HisSarry Night seemsto bea‘whirlpool galaxy’ with
bold puredabsof blueand whiteoil colours. Thisstudy of night sky ledto convey
hisowninner conflictsand deeplessnights. Van Gogh had an origina visionto
depict thesmplicity and acuteness of expression. Hisother famous paintingsthat
made him one of the most outstanding painter are Sunflower, Potato Eater, Wheat
Field and Cypresses, hisown Self Portrait and hisOwn Bedroom.

EI INTEXT QUESTIONSG6.5

1.  What doescarry mostimportancein Van Gogh'sPainting?
2. Towhich country hebelonged?

3. Mention someof hisfamouspaintings.

4

What does" Sarry Night" convey?

65)
.
\ty WHAT YOUHAVE LEARNT

Impressionism symbolisesan Artistic movement which tendsto produce an effect
to mark impression of afegling or imagination. TheArtistsof Impressionism came
out of thestudioto paintintheopenair, working quickly to create an Impression of
what they saw. Some of thefamousartistsof thismovement wereM onet, M anet,
Renoir and Degas. While Post-lmpressionism was an extension of and rejection
of limitation of Impressionism, they gave moreimportanceto theinner feelings,
sense of volume and use of vibrant colours. The pioneer of this movement was
Seur at, Gauguin, Cezanneand Van Gogh.

EI TERMINAL EXERCISES

1.  What doesArtistic movement | mpressionism symbolises?

2. Writeashort noteonthepainting ‘Moulin dela Galette'.
3. ExplainVan Gogh'srepresentationinthepainting‘ Sarry Night’.
4. Describethepainting‘Water Lilies'.

5. Describethepainting” Starry Night" infew words.
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6.1

o M 0O DN B OO~ W DN P O M W

Monet

Impressonism

Ever changing moodsof nature
Barely absent.

Renoir
Impressonism
Group composition, portraitsand femaemodels.

Tenderness, harmony and balance.

Hisinterest wasin Human figures, not Nature as of other impressionists.
Pagtel
To expressrhythmic movement.

1873-1876

Simplification of natural forminto solid geomestricalsascone, cylinder and
cube.

Plane colour strokes, perfect horizontal and vertical composition, arrange-
ment of three dimensiona formsin space.

Post Impresionism.

Hisstyleformsthe bridge between thelate 19th century impr essonism and
theearly 20th century cubism.

Colour
Holland
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Wheat Field and Cypr esses.
4. Conveyshisowninner conflictsand deeplessnight.

GLOSSARY Notes

1. Acuteness - Reachingtheextreme.

2. Digtinctive - Different Characterigtics

3. Isolated - Londy, Cut off fromthesociety

4. Literally - Exadly

5. Pioneer - A pesonwhoisthefirst to study and develop
aparticular areaof knowledge, culture, etc.

6. Spontaneity - Occurringnaturdly.

7. Swirling - Patternof twist or curl

8. Transparencies - A picturemadevisibleby audio

9.  Whirlpool - Swingingincircular motionin seg, etc.
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