NATURE STUDY

Sincetimeimmemorial nature and man have been seen closdly linked. Nature has
alwaysinspired manto survive. Besides, it has made peopletorealizeits beauty.
Manistheonly living being who has high and devel oped sense of appreciation of
beauty. He has, therefore, taken up nature after deeper study to immortalizeit.
Scul ptureand Painting have been effectively used toimmortdise naturésbeadty. Its
mountains, rivers, oceans, floraand faunain different shapesand colours often
attract man.

Lifeexigsindl formsof nature. Nature hasmovement and expressesdiversefedings
and emotionsthrough colours, shapes and texture of nature. A beautiful picture
emergesif al such componentsarekept in mind.

Following factorsare essentia whiledepicting nature:
(i) Perspective(ii) Balance, (iii) Composition (iv) Harmony, and (v) Colours.
They areused proportionately inall arts. Thisispossibleonly if practised regularly.

OBJECTIVES

After studying and practicing thislesson, thelearner will beableto:
®  draw picturesof variousnatural objects;

e composevariousnatura thingsin pictureform;

e  usewater coloursharmonioudy inthecomposition; and

e  draw pictureskeeping thebalancein mind.
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Per spective

We should take special care of perspectivewhiledoing nature study. It isimportant
to maintain balance of vanishing point under therulesof perspective. Itispossble
only if wepaint the objectsin proportionatesize. It should look bigif itiscloser and
similarly smaller if itisdistant. The detail of the object should be showninthe
painting. Toneshould be marked by showing the distant object smaller and painted
infaint colours. For example, thetreewhichiscloser isshownthicker and big one.
Similarly, the path to the hut and itsroof is proportional to other close objects. In
thispicturethe portionin front of roof has been painted proportionately bigger to
portion at adistance. Thehillocksat therear look small. Inbrief in nature study all
efforts should be made to incorporate perspective, balance, composition and
harmony. Any thing missing would affect adversdly.
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Balance

Balance playsavital rolein drawing apicture. While painting, the space on the
paper should be arranged in such amanner that every aspect of the painting is
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balanced. In case, inapainting oneside of the paper hasthick forest and the other
sideisoccupied by herbsand shrubsor abunglow, it will look absurd and it will
not beabalanced painting. (Fig. 2 and 3) Space on the paper should be bal anced.
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Fig. 3

Composition

One should take care of perspective, balance and harmony to compose apicture
of nature. The elements and objects in the painting should be composed
beautifully.Compositionissignificant in nature study. Seefigureno. 4whichisa
faulty composition but Fig. no. 5iswell composed and al so bal anced.
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Harmony

Theobjectsand formsin acomposition should bearranged in such away that can
establish areationship which will bring the harmony in the painting. The colours
play animportant part to achieve harmony. Perfect and balanced use of colours
can bring therelationship between rhythm and harmony. Seefig. no. 6.
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Fig. 6

Colour

Itisimportant to be cautiouswhile using water colours. The student should at the
outset, uselight coloursfollowed by medium, dark and later darkest. To let the
near objectslook nearer, itisimportant to use bright colourssuch asred, yellow,
orange. For distant objectscool colourssuch asblue, violet and brown etc., should
beused. Notetheuseof coloursin different stepsto paint flowersand landscape
inFig.no. 7and 8.

Step-1
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Step-3

Notes

Step-4

Summary

Sketchesare significant while making nature study. It needsright perspectiveand
proportion to beagood painting. Perspectivefacilitatesin bringing depth inthe
gpaceinthepicture. Asper therulesof the perspective, the objectsintheforeground
will look bigger than the objectsin the background. The parallel linesappear to
meet at apoint asthey moveto the horizon. Dark and light lines can also beused
to show the nearness and distance and a so distance of the objects. It isimportant
to mind composition, balance and harmony while painting nature.

Try to capturethereal coloursof Natureinyour painting. Someminor changescan
bemadeto enhancethebeauty. Thispermitsdight variationin brightnessby reducing
or increasing the brightness.

MODEL QUESTIONS

1. Draw abalanced sketch of atreeor aplant.
2.  Draw abalanced pictureof naturewith ahut and atree. Usewater colour.

3.  Draw asketch of fruit, flower and aflower vase. Usewater colour onit.
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First draw separate sketch of amountain, coconut trees, stone and sea at
separate places. Later draw two different compositions based on these
sketches. Fill inthe pictureswith poster colours.

Goto any nearby garden and draw sketchesof different flowers.

Based on perspective, paint the petal s of someflowersusing water colours
to colour theleaves.
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MALLARD AT THE WATER'SEDGE

By Archibald Thor Burn
(Water Colour)

DRAWING

By Gopal Ghose
(Water Colour + Brush)
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